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q Franciſco Sanſoumo to the Empe- 
rour Rodolph the ſecond. 


A J Oſt happie and fortunate Emperour, there is nothing more 
Lneceſſary for a Prince in this world the Hiſtories, for ſo much 

as being the mirrours & maiſters of ourlife: they ſhew and teach 
vs what the gouernment ofa cittie and Prouince ought to be, what 
lawes we ought to inſtitute & cauſe our ſubiects to obſerue, in what 
manner to increaſe & maintain diuine worſhips,in what fort to ex- 
erciſe morall vertues, and how to reape benefit of counſell in our 
affaires of importance: heerof it came to paſſe, that hiſtories were 
called of wiſe men moſt noble, for their antiquitie, for ſo much as 
by them we receiue the creation ofthis huge worlde, and the origi- 
nall of mans generation. For their perpetuitie: becauſe they haue 
endured with the world, and ſhall continually endure,alwaics wri- 
ting vp humaine Actions, for the benefit of our poſteritie. For their 
dignitie: in reſpect they be fit to be read and known, as the proper 
art and ſcienceof Emperours, of Kings, of common eee of 
great Lords and captaines, for their generalities: conſidering that 
in hiſtories we finde written, in euery tung, in euerie Prouince, and 
in euerie age, thoſe things that haue falne out either well or euil. 
For their iuſtice: becauſe they do honour and diſhonour,whoſoe- 
uer doth merite & deſerue the ſame: giuing due praiſe to the excel- 
lencie of vertue & valour, and diſpraiſe to the vile filth of vice and 
idlenes For their ſubieR : for that they do entreate of great things, 
the acts of great men which they haue accompliſhed to the intent 
to enlarge, to preſerue, and to ſway rule. For their end: becauſe the 
ſame is no other, thẽ to ſacrifice trueth to eternitie. For their profit: 
for the making vs to beholde thinges paſt, we may prudentlye by 
their meanes foreſee that which is to come, and therfore it came to 
paſſe in former & auncient time, many excellent Princes and Em- 
perours not content with the glory they had gotten through their 
wiſe aud valiant acts did greatlye deſire alſo to ioyne vnto their 
name this other glory, that is: eloquently to haue written hiſtories, 

as did Auguſtus, after him Adrianus, and finally Gordianus the pre- 

F deceſſours of your Maieſtie. To this therfore hauing appliedm + 

;ſtudie, not to obſerue onely what the cuntries, the moun 2 = 
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the riuers and floudsofthi; world are, or to haue knowledge, how 
embaſſages were ſent, of Parlaments, of the managing and hand- 
ling ofaffaires,or to vnderſtand the voyages of armies, their order 
in ranging battailes, their encamping, their Stratagems, their be- 
ſeegings, their expugnations & their victories, but rather to drawe 
ang lucł out of all theſe particular things, the ſap, the ſweete and 
marrow, reducing them into precepts, for the commoditie of great 
perſons, that being otherwiſe buſted, neither haue they time, nei- 
ther can they well, continually apply thẽſelues in reading of hiſto- 
ries, which was the onely motiue that made me take in hand this 
hook, her into it any prince or gouernour will looke, he may (as 
though it were in a bright chriſtal glaſſe) incontinently beholde the 
ſubſtance that fully is contained, in the volumes of the moſt com- 
mendable auncient and moderne writers, And for ſo much as ſo 
worthie and noble food appertaines vnto Princes, and for that a- 
mongſt Princes, your Emperiall Maieſſie is of higheſt degree and 
dignitie - therfore comming toward your Maieſtie with no leſſe 
affection of minde, then that wherwithall I was enflamed, when! 
applyed my ſelfe about this profitable enterpriſe: I preſent the 
ſame moſt humbly at the feeteof your Maieſtie, to the intent, that 
with your ſacred name, due & perfect honor may be giuen to this 
worke, ſince it ſhalbe vnder the protection of your Emperiall ma- 
jeſtie, who carying in his noble perſon, the greatnes and felicity of 
ſo many famous Emperours and Heroes, of that worthie houſe of 
Auſtridge, which through a long courſe of worlds, haue gouerned 
and ſhall gouern heerafter the ſacred Empire, who being no leſſe 
benigne and aftable, then high in blood and honour: I aſſure my 
ſelf, that he will not diſdaine to look vpon the ſame, for although 
it be little in quantity, yet notwithſtanding it is very great in quali- 
tie, ſince it containes in it ſelf a Quinteſence of thoſethinges that 
haue been written for the profit and commoditie of men, gouer- 


The moſt hum ble and dutifull ſeruant of your Emperiall 
Maieſtie, Franciſco Sanſouino. | 
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. The Author to the 
Reader. 


Could imparte vnto you =_ thinges touching 
this my preſent trauaile, excuſing my ſelfe, for that 
I haue not called the ſame rather experiments, ad- 
uertiſements, maximies, axiomies, precepts or ſentẽ- 
ces, thẽ cõceits: And therin to haue entermixt ſome 
morall and priuat matters, if Ihad not been aſſured 
that I ſhould not preuaile. For I know very vel, that 
it is almoſt a general rule (by that I haue obſerued in 

things paſt) that euery writer what good intent ſoe- 
uer hath moued him, or what trauail ſoeuer he hath 
endured for the vniuerſall profit of all, yet is he euer 


taxed of criticall perſons: forſomuch as our tunges 


being moued and ſtirred through enuie or hate, or 
through a certaine corruption which is brought in 
amongſt vs, not to haue any taſte but onely in our 
own proper matters we are much more eaſie dravvne 
to ſpeak euill, then the wiſedome of him that is mo- 
ued, is prompt and readie to doo well. Therfore re- 
ferring all my excuſes to your vpright iudgement 
(when it is not driuen forward with any paſsion) I 
will onely ſay this that J holde for a certain, that this 
worke how ſoeuer it be, will be of great helpe and 
aide to thoſe that be ſtudious, for that I imagine, it 
will enriche the priuat diſcourſes, and the publicke 
actions of thoſe that ſhall chaunce at any time to vſe 
and handle theſe conceits in humain actions, which 
almoſt haue been cuer the ſelfe- ſame in all times and 
amongſt all men: and for that in the working and 
negotiating of affaires, as wel in publick as in priuat, 
they will miniſter vnto them many conditions and 
partes, the which conceites although they be ſome- 


what generall, vet neuertheleſſe they will giue no 
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= ſmalllightpartitie: how to knowe the partes and 
conditions of greateſt aduauntage in particular 
things, as well of publicke actions, as of priuate af- 
faires. And although theſe accidents, which doo at 
— ynawarcs chaunce vnto men in their affaires, and y- 
pon the deed dooing, are ſo many and ſo vnknowen, 
that they cannot be comprehended within the com- 
poaſle of precepts: therefore ſome vulgare perſons do 
reprehend the ſtudie of them: neuertheleſſe, for that 
I preſuppoſe I ſhal helpe and yecld aide to men of ac- 
compliſhment, as my intent was, when I tooke this 
matter firſt in hand, drawing the ſubſtance(the finall 
end of this ſtudie) foorth of hiſtories, therby to take 
away from others, the length, tediouſnes of reading 
and toyling themſelues: I perſwade my ſelfe, that al- 
though all accidents cannot be brought vnder pre- 
cepts, yet that man that hath any meane aſsiſtance of 
diligence, & that in working & perfourming of the, 
he be not moued nor altered more then is conueni- 
entleither by his nature, or by any other newe acci- 
dents) to diſpoſe otherwiſe then well and aptly theſe 
actions which he meanes to bring to an end; he by 
great reaſon may receiue many benefits and commo- 
dities, by hauing his minde fullye repleniſhed with 
theſe aduertiſements and conditions, which he in 
any parte hath exerciſed in other operations, or ra- 
ther ſtudiouſly read in ſome good and choſen wri- 
ters, and ſtirred vp in his memory, only in this mat- 
ter this hath been ſome what noi ſome vnto me: that 
I could not finde any full or perfect meanes (by rea- 
ſon of the varietie of the ſubiect) to put them vnder 
flixme and infallible titles for your commodities: and 
= althanchThovootrentimeccnnferred thiadifficeltir 
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to the Reader, ot 
with thoſe excellent Gentlemen, Maifter George 
Gradenigo and Maiſter Alui di Michele, as of great 
learning, who did enter into the ſame, and did diſ- 
courſe vpon it with great prudence, of Hiſtreogra- 
phie, and in matter of ſtate, and of whom I haue re- 
ceiued great counſell in this enterpriſe, neuertheles 
they could not reſolue me according to my deſire. 
And although the foreſaid gentlemen put me in me- 
morie, that it would do well it I did place them vn- 
der ſix titles, vnder which are accuſtomed to light 
the conſultations which are made in the counſels of 
common weales, and are drawn therinto by thelaw- 
giuers, and wherof Ariſtotle writin his Rethorick: 
although they did not immediatlye come vnto the 
ſame, but as it were in conſequence: at any time 
when the vnderſtander therof would apply thẽſelues 
to their places, neuertheles I did diſpoſe iny ſelfe to 
make the table heereunto annexed, as a thing more 
perfect, and perchaunce more eaſie and ſhort: The 
which although vnto ſome it ſeemes not able to 
ſerue the turne, to finde out ſufficiently the particu- 
lars of thoſe conceites that are fit for him, or wherin 
he hath need about his affaires: neuertheles, it will 
ſhewe you a way how to attain to your intent, if not 
in all things, yet at the leaſt in ſome parte. Receiue 
cherfore with a beneuolent minde this my good wil, 
to the intent, that perceiuing your ametie, I may. 
with a feruent deſire, bring ende to the 
ſecond and third book of conceits, 
which Iſtill am about to 

gather. | 
wn Farwell. 


names of thoſe Authors and writers, forth 
of whom the conceites of this preſent booke 
be gathered. 


T would no donbt very much haue preuailed to thoſe that are 
ſFudious, that 1 lool haue placed the names of the Authors 
at the foote of euery concei'e, but for that it was not my mea- 
ning, when I firſt begun this worke, to publiſh the ſame, I did not 
remember in that my ſtudie to uſe the foreſaide diligence. Ther- 
fore if any one will ſerne his turne with theſe conceites, he maye 
ſaye : to giue force to his reaſon,by alleadging ſome of theſe or ſuch 
bike woords, as wiſe men ſay, as antiquitie haue written, as pru- 
dent men declare, and ſuch other manner of ſpeaches, neuerthe- 
les, T aſſure ye, that when I returne againe to read ouer the ſame 
Authors, perchaunce m the ſecond impreſsion they ſhall be added 
according to your deſires. Notwithſtanding,1 haue thought good 
to put in this place, the names of the writers, which I haue uſed 
in this my firſt book, and theſe be they that followe. 


ME GEE ets TSS r 
7 C NIN q * 22 p 
* 8 K * : OTE oo» = 
* a N A 
3 — * bs 5 
- Si OY > > - 3 
NS 
72 . 
— A 4 : 
* EW 8 SS” 
8 # 
3 IS. . 
1 
Ix ; 
Cy $25 * 
N 
rs 
8 5 
bd - 


Leonardo Aretino, 
Marc. Antonio Sabellico. 
Marcus Tullie Cicero, 
Niceta Aconiate, 
Philippe Argentone. 
Polibius Hiſtoriens. 
Plutarchus Cheronenſis. 
Paulus Emilius. 


Ariſtotle. 

Appian Alexandrine. 
Ammiano Marcellino. 
Antonie Cueuarra. 
Bernard Iuſtinian. 
Cæſar the Emperour. 
Cornelius Tacitus. 
Coſmo Bartol. 

Dione Caſio. Pietro Bembo. 
Franciſco Guiciardini. Paulus Iouius. 
Galeazzo Capello. Plato. 

Giouanne dalla Caſa, Procepius. 

Gabriello Fiamma. | Remigio the Florentine. 
Gian Battiſta pigna. Saluſt. 
The hiſtorie of Florence. Suetonius. 
The Hiſtoric of Naples. Thucidides. 
Ioſephus the Hebrere. itus Liuius. 
Iuſtine. JZenophon. 
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hope foꝛ many rem 


ſundzy accidents,that uldome times thole things ſucced⸗ 


Politick Conceites and ſentences, 


Gathered by M. Franciſco Sanſouino, out of the 


moſt famous writers in the Greck, Latin, 
and Italian tongues, to benefit thoſe that 
commaund in matters of State 
"and Cuull gouernment. 


pe is the wunted Nature of 


men cherkelpe to doubt thoſe dan⸗ 
gers that be neareſt at hand, to e⸗ 
ſteeme moze then is conuenient, 
& thole thinges that be pꝛeſent: and 
to haue in leſſe atcount then they 
z ought, thoſe that be farre off: by 
reaſon that in theſe laſt we may 
edies, by themeanes of Time and o⸗ 
ther ſundzy accidents, 
VV Ven weſuſpect our confederates 02 thoſe p we creo * 
dit t truſt, it is requiſite we excuſe vnto them thoſe 
things that be apparent, deny thoſe that be doubtfull.and 
indeuour our ſelues with great diligence to mittigate the 
molt mighty of them: and ſo by flatterpes and pꝛomiſes, 
pleaſe and aſſure ſometimes one, ſometimes an other, aſ⸗ 
well to make them moze negligent, as to hope, that by 
ſuch ſoꝛtes of p2actiſe they being ſeperated, there may 
growe and ariſe amongſt them ſuſpicion, bzeach c diſcoꝛd. 
I Vat curious pꝛudente ofminde,whichonerltricly coli- ; 
ders e deſiphers matters to come, is often diſcamendas- 
ble, foꝛſomuch as woꝛldl affairs are ſubect to ſo many t ſo 
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0 
which wiſe men haue imagined ought of neceſſitie to fall 
out. And therfoze,he that doth fo2-goe pꝛeſent benefifes, 
fo2 feare of future perrilles(whentn ſuch caſes the danger 
is not molt certain and neere at hand) plainely perteiues 
that he hath lot ſundzy occaſions full of pzofit and glozye, 
foꝛ feare of thoſe perilles which after fall out to be vaine. 


4 vw Hen a wiſe man fo2 ſome occaſion, is dzawn by any 


perſon whoſoeuer, to a tuft diſdaine and anger: pet 
ought he to moderate the ſame aſmuch as he is able with 
his mature iudgement, hauing reſpect not to his perticu⸗ 
tar right and benefit ; but to the p2ofit and right of the 
common wealth: ſpecially, if by his wzath and anger, he 
maye become hurtfull and domeageable to the gouerne⸗ 
7 and ſtate. 
De deliberations of Common wealthes require no 
baſe and pꝛiuate reſpeces: neither that all things ſhall 
be referred to p2ofitfe, but to moſt magnanime and hau⸗ 
tie endes, wherby their glozie may be augmented, and res 
put ation kept: the which nothing dooth ſo much exſtin⸗ 
auth and deface, then that men ſhould enter into conceit, 
that they haue neither p minde oꝛ power to perteiue and 
remember iniuries, neither to be prompt and readp to re⸗ 
uenge them. A thing cheelip neceſſarie foz to perfoʒm the, 


not ſo muche to take pleaſure in reuenge, as that the 


puniſhment of thoſe that offend: may be ſuch an exam⸗ 
ple to the reſt, that they Gall not dare to pꝛouoke them a- 
gaine. And ſo conſequently it will come to paſſe that glo⸗ 
rp ſhall be lincked with vtilitie, and that thoſe deliberati⸗ 
ons which p;ocede of generoſitie and magnammitie, hall 
ariſe to be full of pꝛoſite and tommoditie. 


be feared, then the powers © fozces of many y aredil- 


ſeuered, the which as they haue ſundzy mouings and pꝛo⸗ 


cædings, ſo haue they ſenerall © diſagreeing operations. 
Lthough ſame hold faz a maxime. That theſe comons: 


e power vnited wholp together, is much moꝛe ta 


eee which aronot gonerned nm eee 
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but by the conſent of many, pꝛocede with moze modera⸗ 
tion and with greater reſpects then a Pzince can dw: net- 
ther do ſo out of reaſon depart from that which hath ſonie 
appearance ofhoneſfty, as oftentimes they do, yet doth 
it fall out to be a farre better gouernment when the com- 
mon- wealth makes the bodie and the members, and the 
Pꝛince the head, ſo that being incozpozated together as 
one bodie, the dignitie, maieſtie and ſtate of the commens 
wealth, falles out to be of a farre greater perfectoen, 
ACE man ought alwates to dzaw commodities out 8 
of occaſions, therfoze a Pzince ſhould not caſt away 

the inſtruements of encreaſe, neither llack them when be 
hath the fauours of foztune pꝛopetious. 

. ee, not well meaſured of Pzinces, are perni⸗ 

tious not onlye to themſelues, but alſo to their peo⸗ 

ple, when as hauing only befoze their epes, either vain er⸗ 
rours, oꝛ pꝛeſent ambitions, not remembzing the often 
change ol foztune, and conuerting into damage the pow- 
er ok others, graunted them foz common commoditic:they 
are made, either thzongh want ol pꝛudence, oꝛ thꝛough os 
uer - great ambition, the authoꝛs ot new troubles. 

92 — are to their great domage diſceiued, when in _ 

making election of perſons, vnto whome they commit 

the execution of impoꝛtant affaires: they haue greater tõ⸗ 
ſideration to the fauour of them they choſe, then to their 
valour and vertue. 

6 Pꝛinces thinke themſelues iniured Chen ther, 

are denied that thing they deſire, and become diſple⸗ 

ſed againſt euerp one, which followe not their willes, and 
that together with their koztune, do not put fozward to 
them, their owne pꝛoper foztune. 

8 Uch as the cuſtome ol Pꝛinces be, ſuch like wiſe be the 4 

government of their affaires. It the Pzince be of lmall 

diſcretion, and leſſe eſtimation they runne into ruine. Jf 
good and valerons,they floziſh, foz Goddoth pꝛoſper al⸗ 


waies the god, and foz the molt part doth thzowe downe 
phead⸗ 
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headlong thoſe that be wicked. 

3A New Empire not well ozdered,no2 p2udently goner- 
ned,doth rather burden then make moze mighty him 

= that hath gained it, beides that no man hath at any time 

* *boznhimlſelfwell in gouerning a ſtate which bath bene e⸗ 


6 | uill got ten. 
: E Uen as in the ſuſtenance of the body, it is not only ne⸗ 
it + 1-ceffary that the head be well and in good ſtate, but al⸗ 
Wt ſo it is requiſite that the other members do their duety,ſo 
: it is not enough that a Pꝛinte be faultles, if his officers do 
not pꝛopoꝛtionally do their dueties with dilligence and 
vertue. 
oy He nature of great Pꝛinces, cannot caſilyreſiſt their 
: appetites like pꝛiuate perſons : fo2 being accuſtomed 
) fo be reuerenced, vnderſtode, and obeyed by ſignes, they 
become not onelpe hautie and inſolent, but alſo they can⸗ 
not beare noꝛ tollerate to be denied oz not to obteine that 
which ſeemes iuſt vnto them: and in their ſight that ap⸗ 
peares iuſt which they deſire, perſwading themſelues that 
they are able to ſmoothe and make eaſie all impediments, 
1 and to ouercome the nature of thinges, with one onelpe 
3 an woozde oz loke, 
14 JRinces and common wealths ought to conſider in 
Wl 16 I their enterpꝛiſes, what difference is botwirt making 
| warres agatuit others, oz expecting that they come to be 
made againſt them: to pꝛadice and wozke the deuiſion of 
an other mans {ate,o2 abide vntill his own be deuided: 
to be accompanied againſt one alone,oz toremaine poſt as 
lone againſt many that are knit in league togeathcr- And 
after the conſideration hæreof, to determine which will 
turne beſt to his particular p2ofit. 
17 TL 1s a note of high pꝛudence and reputation, in a great 
1ꝛince, to pꝛoced in ſuch ſozte in all his cauſes: that cf 
the actions he wozkes, thoſe that obey him haue not any 
cauſe to enter into ſaſped,cither that be dothit cunningly 
a 1 keinedle fo; ſome other fuſer end. 
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7 \V PeremanyPzinces that pzetend tobe cqualles dw 

I conſoꝛt and kepe company together, there doth ea⸗ 18 

> filyeſpzing vp amongſt them ſuſpitions and contentions, 

by reaſon whereof, thoſe enterpꝛiſes whtch they haue be- 
gun with great reputation, do fall info many ditficulties, 
and finally become vaine. 

F O giue god hopes to augment as much as is poſſible 19 

the fauours and reputations of an armye, with arte 
and with induſtrie: to remain ready to make agreements 
and concoꝛds accoꝛding to occaſions, are affaires fit to bs 
perfourmed of a Pꝛʒince. 

T O gouerne and raigne: dependes onely on foztune, 

but to be a King that doth pꝛeferre foz his finall end. 
the ſafetie and felicitie of his people: doth onlye depend of 
him ſelfe and of his pꝛoper verfue. 

[ T appertains to wiſe P2inces in their difficill and dans 
gerous determinations, to app2oue foz eaſie and plaucis © 

ble thoſe that beneceſſary,o2 that are ſubiect to leſſe diffi- 

tulties and perilles then the reſt. 

BY how much moꝛe a Ring is great and mightye, by ſo 

much moze is it gloꝛious foz him to ſhewe his power, ** 
fo: the maintaining of iuſtice ⁊ faith, nothing being moꝛe 
vnwoꝛthie foz him, and foꝛ his common- wealth, then to 
want and kaile in faith, 

A L | people by nature imitate y tuſlomes of their pꝛin⸗ 
tes, and follow his fotſteps,and accozding to his pzo- 5 
= cedings do either hate him oz loue him: but when once he 

= begins to be odious, whither his actions be god oz bad, all 
khings be accounted euill, but if once he haue begun to get 

the lone of them, enery thing how euill ſoeuer it be don, 

is attributed to vertue: as though he would not goe a- 

bout to da euill, if he were not otcaſtoned vpon ſome groũ⸗ 

dedreaſon, . 

A Paince in duetifull cauſes muſt hang in ſuſpition and 2.4 

reſerue to himſelfe ſo much as is poſſible, the meanes 


and facultie to tate thele weliverations, that by the ber. 
C 
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cieding of generall and vninerſallcan les, he dath diſcern 
25 A Paincecan haneno greater felicitie;then that his des 
itberations(wherofbaoth ariſe his own greatnes and 
glozp) may be accompanied with ſuch: conſequences cir⸗ 
cumſtances, that they may appeare that they are done, no 
leſte foꝛ an vniuerſall ſatetie and benefite, then foz the ex⸗ 
altation of the whole Chꝛiſtian Common wealth. 
26 ] Lis the cuſtome of Pzinces, artifictallye to entertaine 
one another, with vaine hopes and diſſembling pꝛacti⸗ 
ſes, beſides that, they he couetous and greedy to embzace 
counterkeite cullours, to the intent they mape with moze 
apparant honeſtie diſturbe and vexe (although oftentimes 
wꝛongfullp) the ſtates and dominions of others. And ik a 
man goe about to perſwade them that which is god, he 
renues moleſtation and trauails: but when he doth flat⸗ 
ter them, and doth vſe a contrarpe courſe, he mape do it 
without any trouble in the world. 
"> | Ve counſells of Captains oftentimes fall out to be full 
of fallacies, vnleſſe they be fauoured by the fo2ce of fo2- 
tune: And although they be diligent and pꝛudent, pet foz 
all that they become vnp2ofitable, when the execution 
of their enterpꝛiles p;oceedes with negligence and im⸗ 
p2UuDence. 
28 A Palitc Generall and Captain, wil rather (to the in⸗ 
tent he may with ſecuritie obtaine the victozie) haue 
little oz no reſpec to the length of the time, neither to the 
taking of fo much tople and trauaile, either to pꝛoced in 
the ſpare of expences, without much pꝛouiſton, rather the 
by obteining glozye by ouercomming with facilitpe and 
ſpeed, to put in perill and hazard together with his armie, 
the euent of his quarrell and action. 
| Taimoff comes euer to paſle thzough the coꝛrupt iudg⸗ 
ment of men, that pꝛodigalitie is moze; pꝛaiſed in a Bing 
(although thereunto rapine be 8 und en 
ned to fozbearing from _ —— | F 
; Re 0 
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O ſollicitations no benefites, no knot of coniunction 
Lis lufficient to remoue from the bꝛeſt of Pꝛintes the 
mal confidence and miſtruſt they haue one with an other: 
and although it be ſit and p2oper foʒ them, alwaies to pꝛe⸗ 
ferre in their deliberations, p2ofit, and beneuolente, be⸗ 
foꝛe hate and other couetous humours, pet neuertheleſſe, 
it is the office and duety of a wile Pzince, to the intent he 
may ſhame the greater, to imbꝛace foz pꝛoſitable, foz god, 
and foz the very beſt, the election of the leſſe euill: neither 


ought he to fre him ſelle from one perill and one diſozder, 


to run into an other, of moze impoztance, and of greater 
infamte. 


Y H Oneſtye maye ſometimes and inſome reſpectes gine 


place to p2ofit, rather then by maintaining with ob⸗ 3* 
ſtinate pertenacie, the giuen faith to perſeuer in moles 
ſcations. 2 (i 
N en kep longer in memozy aniniury, then a recyined ,, 

4 benefite,foz when they call to minde the beneſite, in ; 
their imagination they make it leſſe then it is, reputing 
themſelues to haue merited much moze. The contrarpe 
doth ariſe of iniuries, foꝛ if greeues euery one moꝛe then of 
reaſon they ought to be agreued: therefo2e where the bad 
eſtate and degree is alike, kp thee from doing thoſe pleas 
ſures, which of neceſſifie wozke diſpleaſures to auoid loſſe 


ndnd damage | 
Tirant doth enfozce himſelfe to perfozine the things 
do maintain his eſtate, the firſt is to kp down, and to 


keep the mindes of his citizens weak and feble,fo; he that 
is of ſmal courage doth neuer riſe vp againſt a tirant. The 
ſecondis to pꝛoture that the moſt mightpe Citizens doo 
liue in diſcoꝛde amongſt themſelues, fo the intent they 
ſhall not conſpire againſt him, being vnited together. The 
third, is to keepe them diſarmed and in idlenes, fo2 he 
that neither can noꝛ knowes how to do any thing: will 
not beenflamed,neither onte enter into thought to aſſault 
him that is ot great power EY 

| That 
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Tat place is not called a Cittie, which hath a great 
34 number of men to inhabite it, but rather that which is 
furniſhed with ſuch Citizens which are of ſufficiencpe to 
line well and happily,foz Loꝛdſhip and Signoꝛie is main- 
tained with pzudence and with valour,and with him that 
Is a god man, and a goed gouernour: and god he cannot 
1p be vnlefle he be pꝛudent. 
5 Al theſe things foꝛ the which men do tople themſelues 
35 inthis woꝛld, are reduced and dꝛawne into two heads 
q and titles: that is to ſay, to pꝛolit, and to honoz, vnder the 
title ofp2ofit is to be vnderſtod all that which appertains 
fo the body, vnder the title of honoꝛ: al that which belongs 
to the minde. 
P2zince ought to be graue, not in hautines of counte⸗ 
36 nance, but in the oꝛder of his life: gouerning him ſelfe 
moderately in all his affaires and acttons, and obſeruing 
thoſe pzomiſes he hath made: let him be rather affraide 
not fo doentll.then that euill ſhould be don vnto him, and 
let him remember, that being a man as others are, he hath 
graunted him by God almoſt deuine power, to the intent 
he map place in his gouernment thinges that be iuſt and 
honeſt. 
{5 Citizen that doth begin to manage the affaires 
37 ofthe Common-wealth, doth line acco2ding to the 
tuſtomes vſed of the other Citizens, and doth accommo⸗ 
date himſelfe to their nature, and with art and pꝛudence 
doth leane to thoſe things that are wonted to being plea⸗ 
ſures and delight to the people, and by the which they are 
accuſtomed to be taken into a ſnare, to the intent, that by 
ſo doing. nayning an opinion of valonr and faith, he maye 
obtaine authoꝛzitie. 


58 | wa in minde two pꝛecepts of Plato, the one, that 
they defend and maintaine the p2ofit of their Citizens in 
ſuch ſo2t,that whatſoeuer they dw may tend to that env, 


Ke aſide their own commadities: the other, 8 they 
aue 


Voſe that manage the affaires ofa fre ſtate: ought to. 
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haue an epe to the whole body of the Common- wealth, to 
the intent, that whilſte they haue care ok one parte, they 
do not abandon another: foz euen as in the Tuter of a 
ward, ſs the gouernment of a Common-wealthis to be 
handled and oꝛdered, to the benefitc of thoſe foz whome it 
is committed and recommended, and not fo2 the fo enn 
it is committed. 
Lis the pꝛoper charge of a Pagilkr ate, to vnderſtand 
that he carries vpon him, and doth exerciſe the perſon 
ofthe Cittie: and that he ought to maintain his decoꝛum 


and his dignitie, to obſerue the lawes,and to be mindekult 


of thoſe things that are committed to his fidelitie, and not 
only to lok into that which is don, but alſo to pꝛouide fo2 


that which ought to be done, and to ve all poſſible inde⸗ 


uours to pꝛouide that the Common-wealth after his 

death may be no leſſe rightly admimſtred, the it is during 

the gouern ment ok his life. 

138 is nothing elſe but full power, to do as a man 
will. And that man liues as he will, the which doth 

follow thoſe things that be right and well don, and which 

doth reiopce in him ſelfe to do pleaſures and bencãtes to 


others, and that in his liuing is aduiſed and pꝛudent, and 


that doth obey the lawes, not through feare, but doth ho⸗ 
no2 and obſerue them like others, and who neither dooth 
think noz doo any thing, but freelpe and with a godd will, 
whoſe councelles and whoſe operations, do ariſe and take 
end in him ſelfe, not hauing any thing that maye accom⸗ 
pliſh moze in him then his will and his iudgement, and vn⸗ 
to which likewiſe foꝛtune her ſelfe may giue place. 


Hat warre is iuſt that is neceſlarpe, and thoſe armes 41 


and weapons are codly and happpe, in the which there 
reſteth no other hope the in theſaid weapons and armes. 
And that warre is iuſt which is tommaunded ol p Pꝛince, 
either inreſpect to recouer that which is loſt, oz to defend 
himſelfe from other mens iniuries: but that is an vnhap⸗ 
py and wicked warre,in the which it is neceſſar pe, that be 
C 3 which 
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which ouercomes be depziued: and he that is vanquithed 
become a Ring. 
42 : T Poſe that ouercome are to be aduertiſed, that whilfte 
they pardon a few wicked perlons, thep 521uc into ru⸗ 
ine and villeuer thoſe that be god: fo2 they in beholding 
that the euill are remitted,they cannot hope 5 god actions 
hall be at ail rewarded in the: but beleeuing p they may 
game by doing euill, and ſo they giue cucr to kæp them⸗ 
ſelues within the true bounds of awd deedes & operations, 
is an oꝛdinary thing among menincomon-wealths 


as retaining by nature in their mindes, rather offences 

then beneiites: they expect occaſions to reuenge them, and 

oktentimes to the generall domage of the State call to 

memoꝛp receiued euills and damages. 

I. bY willzs of Pꝛinces as fo2 the moſt part they are ac- 
4 4 Zomed to be empitions and headlong: ſo doo they 

3 ſeæme full out to be mutable and full of change, 


ought to gouern y ſame, that being weak of body through 
their old age, be thꝛougb their knowledge and experience, 
firme and table in wiſedome, fo2 ſo much as to ſtrong bo⸗ 


in warres with their boldenes, and ſuch as be old e weak, 
ei farry at home in peace, to miniſter lawes and equitie. 


43 rather to foꝛget benefites then euill dedes, foz fo much 


* and verpe often to be contrarie in themſelues. And it is a 
1 thing moT apparant that common wealths are gouerned 
no leſſe with modeſtp then with ſeuere empire. And thele 


dies it is conuenient and fittes them well, to keep abꝛoade 


( ODunmen, -wealths are perceiued from great perrilles, 
at whom with induſtrie, with a free minde, in giuing 
councell, which not being ſubiect to luſt, and with obeping 
to the lawes,and abꝛoad with iuſt empire and rule, wity 
curfeſte and gentlenes and with embꝛacing theſe perſons, 
that adminiſter iuſtice. When the citizens do follow co⸗ 
uetoulnes x lechery : that publick perſons be poze, and the 
pꝛiuat fall ofriches : and that ambition doth poſſeſſe all 
the rewardes of vertue. It is no meruaile ik that wealth 
ca 
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wealth runne into ruine. nt 
Ince thꝛough the wickednes of men, riches begin to be 
ofhonour,and that gloꝛpe, empire and power, did fol- 
low and attend vpon the ſame, the was vertue darkened, 
pouertye reuiled, and innocencie begun to be reputed fo2 
malice and hipocricie. 
[| N Cities and States, thoſe that want riches doo ener 
carry enup to the good, and cralt the wicked: they hate 
thoſe thinges that be olde, and crye and gape after thoſe 
that be newe, and through the hate they beare to them, 
they vſe their endeuour to turne all things vp ſide downe: 
and without care do feed themſelues with troubles and ſe⸗ 
ditions, pouertie being eaſilpe made aſſured from all loſce 
and diſcommodities. 
Tboſe that itne in baſe eſtate, and remoued and kræ from 
all things, if they commit any errour it is knowne of 
fewe, and their fame and faulte is equall: but the d&des 
and actions of thoſe that are put it great rule and gouern⸗ 
ment, do lead their life alofte, and are mantfeit to all men 
in the wozlde. 
A Paince of our time being of euerpe man reputed fo; 
wiſe, was accuſtomed to reſtraine himſelſe from fauo⸗ 
ring of perſons, from hating of them, and from being an⸗ 
grye 02 in a rage againſt them, and would ſape, that that 
Pꝛince that could abſtaine from theſe th2& things was a 
Saint. And that P2inces ought to perſecute wickednes 
when it is committed, but in caſe of conſpiracies he ought 
to pꝛoceed befoꝛe it be executed: other wiſe, he dooth trou⸗ 
ble himſelfe in vain, to puniſh the ſame when it is come to 
paſſe and finiſhed. Fo2 when a Cittie is once taken, there 
remaines no moꝛe to them vanquiſhed. 
] T hath neuer beene ſ&ne that anpe good man hath 
loſt his liber tye, vnleſſe he hath loft it together with his 
minde. Foz ſo muche as it is knowne manifeſtlye to all 
men, that it is a moſt difficile and hard thing to thoſe that 


haue been inſtituted, made, bzought vp e bozne in libertye 
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LE - to liue in ſeruitude, ſince that amongſt all wozldly things 
1 the beit is liberty: whoſe name is a note ol ver tue, as ſer⸗ 
nitade and bondage is a note ok inkelicitie. 
FI arr a noble perſonage doth degenerate from the 
vertuous actions of his pzedeceſſozs,let him remem- 7? 
ber, that how much the moze famous the life of his Aun⸗ 
ceſtours hath been, ſo much mozeſhamefull & launderous 
hal his be: foꝛſomuch as the glozie of our foze-fathers, is 
+ as it were a light to thoſe that diſcend from them, the 3 
— which doth diſcover the to the eyes of others, that verfue 
3 02 that vice which they haue. A 
xm F2 —_ a godly thing in a victozious Pzince, when ascal- 
ling him ſclfe to memozp, he doth rather goe about that 
which is wozthie of him ſelfe, then that which he may 
with reaſoa do againit his ouercome and vanqutſhed 
euemp. 
H E doth aſſuredlyeliue and eniop a ſtaide and perfect 
53 1 Aminde, who being intentiue about any buſines 02 acs 
tion, doth pꝛocure himſelfe a fame of woꝛthy Pzinces, s. 
god art o2 letters. b 
54 A Lthough flatterte be repꝛehended of wiſe men, as a 
| wile contrary to a ww2thy wit: pet did Cicero ſape, 
it is neceſſarp in the obtaining of office and gouernment 
in afre Common wealth. 
He life and behauiour of the people is coꝛrupted by the 
2 cuſtomes of the Pꝛince: who beholding his licentious 
| lecherie, deſpiſe the merites of his chaſtetie, Jndenouring 
theſelues to imitate his vices, as moſt verfuous actions : 
fo that it ſemes vnto them that they canof cominend the 
derdes of their Pzince, if they themſelues do not like wiſe 
pꝛactiſe and vſe the ſame. 4 
Be | Lis a manifeſt thing, that he that is mighty is alwaies © 
) accompanied and followed with enuy, not of the leaſt, 
foz thoſe cannot much harme him, but ot his copetitoures, 
carrinalles and his peeres : therefoꝛe to ſhun the ſame in 
_ - 2-209 ould aduiſe himſelfe well, if in _ 
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of impoztance he did vle that parte and meanes of pꝛo⸗ 
ceeding, which doth mot allwage, and is contrarye to 
enupe. 
N E that is not altogether aleuated krom peace, is ne⸗ 
uer hindered oꝛ kept from making the ſame by mul- 77 
titude of complaintes and damages, foz ſo muchas theſe 
differences and debates are cut off (although they be ma⸗ 
ny) by the foꝛte and vertue of vp2ight iuſtice, oꝛ by means 
of recompencing, waping one iniurie with an other, oz by 
counterpeſing and ballancing this reaſon and right with 
that, oꝛ elſe (fo2 a leſſe domage, oꝛ to giue end to the grea- 
ter trauailes oꝛ troubles) let the one yelde vnto the other 
ſome parte ot his right, as vnto theſe wile men by conſi⸗ 
deration of the impoztance oz ſubiec of the cauſe, it ſhall 
ſeme conuenient. 
] 7 1s fifte fo2 euery well gouerned Common wealth, to 5$ 
take oꝛder that all the cauſes,o2 at leaſt the greateſt part 
be them ikit be poſſible, may be detiphered and diſcided by 
the lawes, rather then left to y arbitrament of the Fudge: 
= foz there be very fewe to be found that haue god and ma⸗ 
ture vnderſtanding, knowledge and abilitte, to miniſter 
and oꝛdaine la wes, and to giue right iudgement in doubt⸗ 
full cauſes: foꝛ ſo much as lawes though the long vſe of 
thinges, and thꝛough many and ſund2y conſiderat ions, are 
bought to full perfection, but the iudgementes of man by 
his oon nature, being apt to bende either tolouc oz hate: 
is coꝛrupted, ſpopled, and made partial, vnleſſe it be vn- - 
der pꝛopt with the ſtrong piller of Lawe. 
& : Hoſe which haue tudgement, falling into tonſiderati⸗ 59 
on of the riches and power of any other State, doo 
= not meruaile, neither at their power, neither at their ri⸗ 
thes: but admiring the god foꝛme of the oꝛder of the ſaide 
State, vnder which ſuch power and riches dooth flozilhe, 
2 deſire the god gouernmen oftheir Common wealth, bv 
being and ſuffering their Pꝛinte: and be very vigilant to 
— theinſelues from offending jim at * — neither 
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with deeds noꝛ with woꝛds, to the intentnof fo imitate 
bim. 
58 Aongſt the reſt of theſe goods that foꝛtune beſfowes 
vpon vs,hedoth gaine molt wozthy pꝛaiſe, that being 
rich doth not aſpire to rule and Signozie: that is not in⸗ 
ſolenf by reaſon of his monep, that doth not pꝛeferre him⸗ 
ſelfe befoze others arrogantly, and that doth behaue him⸗ 
ſelfe in ſuch ſozt, that others may iudge, that that aboun⸗ 
dance of riches haue giuen him meanes to become ſober 
and modeſt, and not malepert and hawtie. 
Gr one one knowes that thoſe diſcoꝛdes which ariſe a- 
mongſt the people, are occaſtonev by inequalitie of 
gods and riches ; foꝛ thoſe that be of meane eſtate would 
make thẽſelues equali with their betters, but thoſe which 
ſpꝛing vp among noble and great men, be occaſioned by 
meanes of honours: foz thoſe p be equalles would make 
themſelues greater then the reſt. 


= 62 ME" when they dꝛaw neere to their future miſchefes 


do pꝛincipallp loſe their diſcourſe, diſcretion and pꝛu⸗ 
dence with the which they might eaſily bꝛing impediment 
and hinderance to their deſtinies. 
* won a great impudence koꝛ a man to binde himfelfe to a 
perpetuall perrill, vpon foundations not perpetuall: and 
though vncertaine hopes to begin an aſſured warre with 
an enemy moꝛe mighty then himſelle. 
6 N Ot hing is mozeneceſſarte in hard and difficult deli⸗ 
+ berations then counſell, nothing on the other ſide 
moze perillous then to demaund counſell: and it is no 
doubt, but that counſell is leſſe neceſſary to pzudent men, 
then fo thoſe that be impꝛudent: and pet notwithſtanding 
=—_ thoſe that be wiſe do reap much moze p2ofit by counſel the 
1 the ignoꝛant, foꝛ who is he p is ſo perfect in pꝛudence, that 
Mp doth alwaies conſider know enery thing ofhimſelfe,and 
1 in contrarp reaſons, doth euer diſcern and cull out the belt 
parte? but what aſſurance hath he ydoth demaund coun⸗ 
"ll _ be 111991 omen co — iy as be that dooth 


ri 12 
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counſell, if he be not very faithfull and much affectioned to 
him that doth demaund p ſame: moued not only thzough 
notable reſpectes of pꝛofit te, but fo enery ſmall commo⸗ 
ditie, 02 euerpe light ſatiſfaction: dooth oftentimes direc 
his counſell, to that ende that doth turne moſt to his 
purpoſe, oꝛ that wherein he dooth take molt pleaſure,and 
therefoze theſe ends and tearmes being foz the moſt parte 
ſo much vnknowne to him that ſekes foz counſell, he doth 
not remebernoz perceiue if he be not pzudent,the infidelts 
tie of the councell, 
A Panee that by the means of his embaſſadour would 
deceiue an other Pꝛinte, muſt firſt deceiue the Ambaſ- 
ſadour,fo the intent that he may wozke and ſpeake with 
greater efficacie,perſwading himſelfe and bel&ening that 
ſuch is the minds of his pꝛince, the which though he would 
not noz could not do, it he did imagine himſelfe to be a diſ⸗ 
ſembler, and this pzactiſe euerpe one dooth vſe, that by the 
meanes of an other, would perſwade that which is falſe 
vnto an other. 
T is pꝛoper to foztune ſo often as victozie is not made 


65 


aſſured with moderation and pꝛudentce, to blot and ſtain 6 


the glozie that is gained, with ſome thing vnloked foz : 
therfoꝛe it is not requiũte in the managing of matters of 
moment to ſuffer things to be carried away and marſhald 
by chaunce. 
E that will hang in ſaſpence, and ballance thinges a⸗ 
mongſt Pꝛinces, and become a newter, it is neceſlarp 
fo2 him very cirtumſpealp to abſtaine not only from deeds 
but from all thoſe demonitcations that maye bꝛing him 
into ſuſpect of his greater inclination,moze vnto one part 
then vnto an other. 
O da and not to do an action although it ſæeme 


depend vppon the ſame moments ok matter of impoz⸗ 
tante: And therefoze in the managing of thinges that 
be moze p2ofitable, he mult rl be well aduertiſed, 

- _ and 


fo bee of ſmall effect, pet oktentimes there dooth 


67 
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and haue many good conſiderations. 
|. '69 He nature of the people is, to incline themſelues ts 
— hope moꝛe then they ought : to be of leſſe tolleration, 
: to take alwates againſt hart thinges that be pꝛeſent, and 
to attribute vnto themſelues not to deſire and challenge 
that which they ought rather to attribute to their diſabi⸗ 
lit ie: beſides this, thoſe that be feare full, and which deter⸗ 
mine not to oppole themlelues againſt perils, but to flie: 
fall to conſolations, but to people that are warlicke and 
bardy: it appertaines to charge and to pzeſent themſelues 
to the enemy, ſo {on as they haue had ſight of him. 
7 9 N D there is no age which dothnaturally moꝛe abboꝛre 
infamte, and is moꝛe couetous of honoz and pzowelſe 
then is youth; ſo there is no age that ts ſo apt neither of 
moze power and foꝛce to tollerate trauailes, to ſuppozte 
diſcommodities, difficulties and wants; that of necefſitie 
are ſuffercdin warres. And if we do rightiye enter into 
conſideration ofthe matter, men do not differ one from 
another, by reaſon of peres ; but thꝛough pollicte in wit, 
| thꝛough quicknes in tudgement,th2ough their ſtudp, their 
= indufrie, their experience, and their vertue. 
1 71 1 is foilye to become angrye with thoſe perſons againſt 
* whome, by reaſon of their greatnes thou canſt not hope 
3 to reuenge thy ſelfe, therekoꝛe ik it ſeeme vnto thee that 
1 _ haſt receiued iniurpe at their handes, diſſemble and 
MW uffer. 
© >2 [Nmatfersofwarfare, there ſpzinges vp from time to 


- 
3 
7 


1 vs ouer · great haughty hate fo late pꝛoſperities, noꝛ ouer⸗ 

ET great abiect mindes, fo aduerſe calamities: foz often⸗ 
times there dath ariſe mutations. Therefoze hereby we 
muſt learne, that when occaſion dooth pꝛeſent it ſelfe, let 


mance. 

E ought well fo conſider that, which the beginnings 
ofthings may be able to bꝛing foozth, and to obſerue 
and 


N 


time, infinite varieties, therefoꝛe we mult not put vpon 
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1 2 not lofe oz let lippe the ſame, foz the is of ſmall con⸗ 
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3 and beware at the firſt to giue place to vniuſt and perniti⸗ 

1 ous demaundes : foꝛ (0 much, as when once any one hath 

obteined their deſired things, they de not deminilh at all, 

but do alwaies encreaſe our determinations and deſires 

4 with a greater better will, and with greater conceites 

1 then befoze, 

3 Ow much moze any accidents comes at vnawares, 7 4. 

and vnloked toz, by ſo much moꝛe it doth amale and 

put men in terrour: and therefoze a wiſe man ovght fo be 

avoundantly ſtoꝛed with able meanes, to pꝛouide that diſ⸗ 

co2des do not enſue, oz that if thep ſhould enſue, that they 

do not continue: and he muſt fozeſe euen from this pꝛe⸗ 

ſent ſtate, all future perilles, remouing them with pꝛu⸗ 

dence and with counſell: not ſuffering thinges to runne 

headlong. 

| Ncluell States and conuerſations, an offence cannot be 7 
chaſticed, oꝛ a vertuous action rewarded; but that the 

Citizens ſhall recetue that common p2ofit that doth ther- 

by ariſe : neither was there any remedye found better, 

moze apt. noꝛ of greter effect to maintain a comonwealth 

in god and happie eſkate,then a counterpoſe of puniſhmet 

and reward vſed vpꝛightly. 

? A Ll the Securitie that may be had of an enemie, either 76 

1 of faith, either of freends, either ofpzomiſes, and of o⸗ 

ther, ſome bonds are god: but thzough the wicked condift- 

; on of men, and thꝛough the varying oftimes,there- is no- 

thing thought better and moze firme, then ſo fo accom⸗ 

-modate our ſelues, that the enemy cannot haue power to 


offend vs, | 
He maner of p2oceeding in moderne warrefareis far 7 
vnlike to the antiquitie, who did not ſubozne ſecret 
murtherers, but did diſcouer vnto the enemy, ik any ſuch 
wicked treaſon was wꝛought againſt him, hauing confi- 
dence to be able to ouercome with vertue, 

Tis amoze ſecure « glozious reſolution, with afmuch 


Tlequalitie ofhope as may be: to make experience of foz- 75 
| D 3 kune 
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tune, then by flying and leauing the ſame fo conſume by 
little and little, and to giue to the enemy the victozy with⸗ 
out blood and without perrill, fozſomuch as in thinges 
that fall out contrarpe, the feare and difficultie of 
him that is ouercome, doth become euerpe day grea⸗ 
ter. 
79] Nydifficulfies a man mult ſometimes, not denying but 
pꝛolonging, indeuouring himſelfe to cauſe others to ac⸗ 
cept and imbꝛace hope in itead ofeffects- b 
go Lisa moſt true andcommendable Pzouerbe amongſt 
the antiquitie, that Dignities diſciphers mens qualities, 
fo2 thꝛough experience and meaſure thereok, is not onelpe 
knoſpne by their weight, what ability oz infufficiencte is 
in them, but alſo by reaſon of the power and libertye they 
haue, are diſcouered the affections of their mindes and of 


what nature they are:bp how much the greater a man is, 


ſo much leſſe reſpec hath he to ſuffer and keep himſelf krom 
being guided acco2ding to his own nature. 
81 | Nvenour thy ſele not to be euill thought ol by him that 
is thy ſuperiour in thy Countrie, neither put truſt in the 
god gouernment of thy owne life ; but let it be ſuch, that 
thou maiſt imagine not to fall into his hands, fo2 there as 
"riſe infinite cauſes, not thought vpon, wherein thou maiſt 
haue need of him and Et e conuerſo. 
1 [F Fa ſuperiour haue deſire to puniſh 02 reuenge himſelle 
againſt his inferiour, let him not doo it in a headlong 
and rache manner, but let him expe time and occaſion, 
the which without doubt ſail in ſuch ſozte fall out 
that not diſcouering hunlelfe foz a paſſionate and ma⸗ 
lignant perſon , hee ſhail be able to ſatilfle bis de⸗ 
„ 
8 Tn the managing of warfare, the counſell of 
the olde doth little helpe, if in putting the ſame in 
exetution, the courage, the valour, and the gallant luſti⸗ 
nes of pouthes do not ſet their handes to the doing, 


who foz the moſte parte are ok a very quicke Wan 
ding; 
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ding, and haue their ſpirites and wittes in ſuch a readi⸗ 
nes, that oftentimes they ouercome the difficulties of the 
affaires, with greater diſcretion and pzudente then others 
can belue: foꝛ we muſt not expect the pꝛoceſſe of pœres, 


FD, when the vertue of valour and foꝛte is to be ſhewed : fo2 


ſo much as the race and courſe of fozce and vertue is much 
mo2e ſwift, then that of age. 
f Lisrequilite that Gouernours do rather followe the 84 
ſubtance then the appearance of thinges, meaſuring 
moꝛe with pꝛudence then with pꝛoper will, and not gine 
ouermuch faith o2 credit to themlelues, foz it is a great 
infamie to States, when ignozance is accompanied with 
loſſe. 
T Be 92der of occaſions fo obtaine any bigh matter, 85 
is neceſſary to be taken when things are in reuolucion 
neither is it god foꝛ a man to ſtand to loke about him (0 
oftentimes as he knowes it moze perilous to ſtand ſtill, 
then to aduenture. 
VI. Atters of warrefare conſiſt rather in obedience then 
in will: intruding fhemſelues to knowe the cirtum⸗ 
ſtances and reaſons of the Generall + Captains affaires, 
and that army aboue all other is of greateſt valour, in pe⸗ 
rilles, at the encounter and charge, that befoze the encoũ⸗ 
ter and ſtroke of the battaile, is moze then any other in 
tranquilitie and quiet. 
AV they that would determine and reſolue them⸗ 8- 
ſelues vpon any thing of impoꝛtance, ought to cons 
ſider whither that which they enterpꝛile and take in 
band to doo, is to fall out pꝛoſitable to the Commons 
welth, honourable to himſelfe, and eaſie to be bꝛought to 
paſle; oz at leaſt wiſe not very difficill, 


86 


29 all enterpꝛiſes it is neceſſarv to haue an epe & be ad⸗ gg 
uertiſed if any one perſwade, beſide giuing of caunſell, 
whether like wile he put himſelk in peril whe foztun hath 
b;ought 2 en to an end, who. i is e \ought to haue 
the 
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the pꝛincipall degr&e and honour. 

89 diſcozdes and tumultes, thoſe haue alwaies moſt 
foꝛce and power, that among all the reſt be moſt wic- 

ked, In peace and quietnes thoſe are of moſt valour, that 
do ſhine and are decked with god and commendable diſ- 
ciplines. 

AE men naturally are god when they reape no p2ofit 
90 02 take no delight in euill, but lo greatly voth varrie 
the toꝛruption of this woꝛld & their fragilitie, that eaſilpe 
and very often fo2 their owne p2ofit thep encline to euill. 
Zherefoze the rewarde ok vertue and puniſhment ok vice, 
was found ont and inuented by wiſe Lawe-giuers,foz the 
foundation of Common; wealth, not to deſtrope men, but 
to the intent they might followe the inclination of 
nature, 
1 that hath to gouerne Citties peoples, and would 

haue them co2rected: let him puniſhe the offenders in 
them, after the rate of thirfene pence halfepenp, and let 
him in effect chaſtiſe all faultes, he may very well vle mer⸗ 


cy. but not in hainous cauſes, foʒ in thoſe it is requiſi te to 


giue example to the reſt. 
Lo zie, foꝛ that it is the pꝛoper and true reward of hu⸗ 
maine trauails, is that which dothenflame and pꝛick 
fo ward woozthye mindes to honourable enterpziſcs;net- 
ther can we finde out any thing that is of greater effect to 
cauſe any man to raiſe vp his mind, to quicken his vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, and to make ſharpe his induſtrie, then the deſire 


to obtaine gloꝛp, and the hope ol immostallitp. 


O long as men ſhall be in the world, ſo long ſhall there 


be found vices, theſe neuertheleſſe, not alwaies, noz 


dontinuallp, but the god and the euili ſhall come in their 


turnes: and by the comming of better thinges, they ſhall 
recompence and redꝛeſſe themſelues amongſt themſelues. 
94 |? as diſcoꝛd ina Cittie doth diſcouer and giues oc- 

caſton to thoſe that lye in waite to betray, to perfoꝛm 
ate 1 well: ſo vnitie doth knit together the di- 
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uerſities ot opinions, and of many making one body alone 
doth kepe gouernments and States vncozrupted, 

N O leſſe doth a kingdom take her beginning ok a King, 
then a king ofa kingdome: fo2 the Ring giues lawes 


and oꝛders to the kingdome, and not the kingdome to the 


King: the pardons, the gifts, the warres, the peace, the pu⸗ 


niſhments and the rewardes, do pꝛoceede from the Ring 


to the kingdome, and not in contrary courſe, foꝛ onely vn- 
to an emperiall maieſtie appertaines to commaund, and 
the Common - wealth to obap. 


AP in a building oftmpoztance there is greater perrill 


when a ffone falles foꝛth of the foundation, the fifty 


tiles from the role: ſoit is a greater faulte once to diſo- 


baye iuſtice, then to commit ahundzeth errours againſt 
the Common-wealth : foz we haue oftentimes ſcene,that 
there bath ſpꝛung vp ſcandalles of great impoztance in a 
Tommon- wealth thzough a very (mall diſobedience, 
] N doubtfull cauſes we cannot haue recourſe to any bet⸗ 
ter thing then to counſell, foz the piller and remedye of 
doubt is counſell, but in trueth leauing counſel aparte, we 
ought to put ende to the execution thereof ; and with ſo 
much greater (pede followe and per foꝛme that thing that 
is aſſuredly determined, by how much moze we perceiue it 
to be fre, and ſecure from all perilles, and to ſerue to the 


purpoſe, and is apt and god fo2 our intention. 


WeSoꝛdaine and commaund that to that man, which 

doth not rule his life aright, which doth not gouerne 
his houſe well, which dvth not adminiſter well his owne 
affaires, and which doth not vſe diſcipline towardes his 
kamulie, liuing in debate with his neighbours; shall haue 
giuen vnto him a gouernour, which map haue charge o⸗ 
uer him like a fole and that he be chaſed from amongſt the 


people like a vagabound: foz Tommon-wealthes are ne⸗ 


uer diſturbed, but by thoſe that haue no methode and ma⸗ 
ner ok rule in their life, 4 
þ 


Amongſt 


95 


97 


5 The Quinteſcence of Wit. 
3 99 A Ponglt moztall men there is nothing moze common 
E and therewithallmoze perillous, then to giue place ts 
3 that imagination, wherby wee beleeue that the ſtate 
4 of one man, is better then that of an others, and herebp 
= il comes to pale, that humain malice doth ſo blinde men, 
3 that they rather ſeeke to haue that with trauaile, which 
* appertaines vnto another, then to eniope with reſt and 

quietnes that which is his owne. The ſtate of a Pꝛince 

aſſuredlye is god, if of them it be bled to a god end: and 

the being of the people ts likewiſe god, ik they be content 
1 with the ſame, So in like ſo2te, that ot religious men is 
8 beſt, if they reape that pꝛofite thereby which they ought ; 
=: To be rich is very god, if therein they vſe temperaunce: 
in like manner, the poꝛe man, if he haue patience, his e⸗ 
ffate falles out to be god: foz to merrite, doth not conſiſt 
in ſuffering many trauailes and diſcommodities: but by 
hauing in them great patience. 


100 TO thꝛeaten and manace a mightye enemye, and to 
make him mind ful that thou aboundantlp retaines in 
1 memoꝛpe, the iniuries receiued of him, is no other then to 
. inuite and ſtir him vp to a greater offence, foz either thou 
2% art ſuch a one, that thou haſt to be aſhamed, that thou art 
\" inflamed fo contend with him and cannot ſuffer it, oꝛ thou 
1 art ſuch a one that he maye in what oꝛ whenſoeuer be a⸗ 
; fraide of thy power, And ik he be wiſe he will neuer expect 
that time, ſo all thoſe thꝛeatninges ſhall fall out to be to 
thy damage. 
101 J F Subtects did know what it coſtes the Pꝛinte to com⸗ 
5 maund and rule, oꝛ if the Pꝛince did knowe how ſwert a 
5 thing it is to liue in peace, the meaner ſozte would haue 
1 | mo2e compaſſton towardes the greater, and the greater 
would not beare enupe towards the meaner,foz much leſſe 


pleaſures they ſuffer : but as the ſtate of a Pꝛince is grea- 
ter then all others, can perfozme moze then all others, is 
moze 


be the pleaſures that Pꝛinces iniope, in reſpect of the diſ- 
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moze wozth then all others, doth ſuppozt moze then all o⸗ 


thers, and to conclude, doth ouerpaſſe and ercell the go⸗ 
uernment of all others, Ss is it moſt neceſſarpe that the 
Court, the perſon, and the life of a P2ince, be oꝛdered and 
co2rected moze then that ot all others: fo even as with 
the length of an elme all the whole gods of a Marchant is 
mealured, ſo with the life of the Peince all the Whole com⸗ 
mon- wealth is meaſured. 


P thing moꝛe then to kepe about them valiant men, to 
defend their ſtate, and pꝛudent men to geuerne their com; 
mon- Wealth. 


. "Jy Hole which are to counſell, to inſtrud, and to giue rule 


to the life of Pꝛinces:ought to haue their tudgement, 
their vnder ſtanding, their woꝛds, their doctrine, and their 
manner of liuing very cleare, verp vpꝛight, very ſound and 
without blot oz any ſuſpition at all: foz to goe about to 
handle anddiſcourle of great thinges, without hauing er 
perience: is no other then that a man that is ſtarke blinde 
ſhould goe about to guide another that doth ſee verye 


well. 
VV Hen a man is bꝛought to thoſe tearmes, that either 

ſtanding fill oz going kozward, he remaines in the 
ſelfe perrill, he ought to apply himſelt to pꝛactiſe o2 wozke 
ſomwhat, foz whillte he andes lingering: the ſame acci⸗ 
dents which do holde him in perrill, do ſtand in the ſame 
ſtate, whereas by endeuouring himſelke to pꝛactiſe ſome 
actions, either he map finde out ſomewhat that may ſaue 


Kinces that are wiſe indeed, do neuer glozpe in any 102 


103 


104 


him, oꝛ at leaſtwiſe, not finding the ſame, he hath ſhewed 


that he hath carried a minde and courage, to bnowe how 
to ſeek foz his ſale tie. 


Hs is very pꝛeſumptedus j doth dare toginecounſell 
to a pꝛince, foꝛ as pꝛinces in many matters carry lofty 
imaginations, and many of them giue libertie top reines 


ok their own will & deſires:ſo . finde them, thinking thẽ 
to 
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to haue them pꝛopitious) moze incenſed againſt vs: foz 
counſell is rather moze damegeable then commodious, if 
he that giues the ſame be not of excellent iudgement, and 
be that receiues it of very great patience. 
7 Keat is that wozke of Foꝛtane, whe a notable man 
doth riſe vp moꝛe at one time then at an other: foꝛ if 
a valiant man come in the time of a couragious Pꝛzince: 
he ſhall be holden in great eſtimation, and ſhall be ſent to 
perfozme wozthie enterp2iſes, but if he come in the time 
of a doutfull and fearefull P2zince, he will make moze ac⸗ 
count of him that doth encreaſe his rents, then of him 
that doth ouercome a mighty warre, o2 makes his hono2 
great and famous, The very ſame falles out, in reſpec of 
wiſe and vertuous men, who if they chaunce to come in 
the dime of a vertuous and wiſe Pꝛince, they ſhal be eſte * 
med and honoured, but if they ſpꝛing in the time of a viti⸗ : 
ous P2zince, ſmall account is made of them: foz it is an 
auncient and olde cuſtome amongſt vaine men, not to ho- 


3 


106 


nour thoſe that be pꝛofitable to the Common wealth, but 
— thoſe that are molt gratefull and acceptable to te 
Prince. 2 

107 —_— that deſire much fo be god, ought liuelpe to f 
know euen at the fingers ends, what the pzoceding ok 

gob Pzinces hath bene: foꝛ we muſt not deſpiſe all that 
which is blamed of wicked men, neither accept all y which 

is ſpoken of men abꝛoade in the woꝛlde. b 


408 A S there be certaine lawes ſometimes made fo2 other 
occaſion then to puniſhe vice, ſo there be ſome rather : 
chaſtiſed to the intent that they may receiue loſſe then fo2 
any deſtre that the lawes which condemnes them ſhould 
be obſerued: the which is eaſily knowne, when it is diſcer- 
ned and ſeene, that neither the Þ2 ince his fauourites 02 
migiſtrats, do leaue off that vice, y which they chal ice in 
others, and hereot in time do ſpꝛing ſuch pernitious ek⸗ 
fects,as ſcarſe are to be credited, beſides that it is of it ſelle 
a thing or mo t wicked exampla. 
EP No 
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to ſearche out thoſe that mape aduiſe and coun⸗ 
ſell him how to gouerne the Common- wealth well, and 
how to maintaine his eſtate with iuſtice, the which is not 
to be perfourmed with woꝛdes that terriſie, neither with 
dedes that ſcandalize, but gentlenes and curtiſies that 
may embolden their harts, and with god wozks that may 
ediſie them, foꝛ a woozthye, noble and gentle hart cannot 
make reſiſtance, if he that commaunds be of god life and 


behamour. 


i inthe head ofa man are placed the ſence offmelling 110 


and hearing, ſo a Pꝛince which is the head of the com⸗ 
mon · wealth mutt giue care to al thoſe that are oppꝛeſſed, 
and know all thoſe that ſerue him, to the intent to reward 


them foz their ſetuice. 


jou many times ſcene large experience ofone thing in 111 


this woꝛlde woꝛthie to be noted, that as there is to be 
found one amongſt the good, which is of marke foz his ſin⸗ 
guler godnes: ſo amongſt the wicked there doth appeare 
one extreamely wicked, but the wurſt is, that the vertu⸗ 
ous man doth not obteine ſo much alozte foꝛ his vertue, as 
the wicked thꝛoͤugh his wickednes, poſſeſſeth impudence: 
fo2 verfue makes a man naturally diſcreet,and vice makes 
him diſſolute. 
A Ponglt wicked men the tippe and height of their enill | 
is, that foꝛgetting themſelues to be men, and treading | 
reaſon vnder fot, they wander farre aſtray from p tructh 
and from vertuous men, and let llacke their raines with 
liberty to followe vice: foz if it be an euill thing that one 
Could be wicked it is much moze euill to pꝛocure that an 
other ſhould not be god, 
Rinces in aduerſe times ought not fo become fers 
rified, amaſed o2 ameruailed, but rather reſiſt their 
enemies, alwaies with the firme and ſtaide counſell of 


mature men, and with the counſell of thoſe that be olde 
That 


and wiſe. 
E 3 
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N D man ought to be moze carefull ofany thing, then 109 
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114 | Dat man which is oppꝛeſſed, doth 62dinarily cry after 

| khe change of Foꝛtune: And there is nothing moꝛe ab⸗ 
hoꝛred ofa man in felicitie, then to thinke how full Foz- 
tune is of mutabilitie:foꝛ the oppꝛeſſed doth imagine, that 
by changing oltentimes, his ſtate may growe to be better: 
but the man that is in felicitie, doth think p one change 
of Foꝛtune, map thꝛow him down headlong into yp deapth 
of diſgrace and miſerie. 


119 1 wile men giue this rule, that when the Com- 
mon-wealth will choſe a Gouernour , let them 
haue care, that he haue ben befoze hand at the leaſt tenne 
peeres in the warres, foz he only is able to maintaine the 
deſtred peace: who by experience hath tryed the toiles and 
the troubles of warrefare, 
116 Here is no doubt but that a Pꝛince when hes mealu⸗ 
reth his foꝛces, doth plape a very Wiſe parte, foz ik he 
poſſeſſe but (mall and conſumes much, he hall be al⸗ 
fared either to loſe his pzincipalitie, oz elle become a 
Tirant. 
117 | T dooth much conück in the handes of the people, 
that their Gouernours be god oz euill: foz there is 
no Peince that is ſo humble oꝛ lowlpe, that he can al- 
Waies diſſembie his euill and wickednes, neither any ſuch 
a tirant, but that ſometimes hee will take notice of that 
which is god. 
118 /& Here is nothing in this wozide which doth moze make 
Common wealths to runne into ruine, then when the 
pꝛinte giues conſent oꝛ permits that nouelties ariſe in his 
kingdome, and ß thoſe which ought to obepe, liue in grea⸗ 
ter ſecuritie then Pꝛinces and great Loꝛds. 9 
119 RKintes dq not gaine honour foꝛ going enuironed with 
wicked men, fo2 heaping vp freaſures, foz killing 
the innocents,foz taking from others their gods; but foz 
being conuerſant with thoſe that be god, foz ſtraite fami⸗ 
liaritie with the wicked, bzinges the life of a god man 
TY to 
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to be ſuſpected, Foz ſpending his riches in god wozkes (it 
beeing a thing by pzofe verye manifeſt, that that man 
which makes account of his fame, eſteæmes little ofmony) 
foꝛ routing out tirants, (foꝛ that the god hermon pe in the 
gouernment of a Pꝛince dooth conſiſt in chaſteſing ok the 
wicked and rewarding the god) and foz the giuing frelye 
of that which is his own, fo2 nothing doth make moꝛe no- 
table the maieſtie of a Pꝛince, then to ſhew his greatnes 
in helping of others, and not to be greedy to be ouerpaſſed, 
and aduauntaged by others. Fr 
T Mo things makes a cittie ſafe and ſecure, and bzings 
vnto thoſe that gouernes the ſame, pꝛaiſe and honour: 
the one is, when it is garded by the moſt mighty,and kept 
and conſcraed with due defence : the other is, if the Go- 
uernours doo toyne and knit themlelues together in ami⸗ 


120 


tie with their neighbours, without the which they cannot 


freely conduct victuailes and other neceſſat pe thinges from 
one plate to another in ſafetie. 
22 o Lozd that deſires to be obeyed, it is neceſ⸗ 
ſary that what he commaundes be firſt obſerued to be 
in his owne perſon: foz no Lo2d oz P2ince can well with⸗ 
dzawe oz exempt himſelfe from vertuous opperations,fo2 
ſo much as a Pꝛince being an example to others, is bound 
to vſe ſuch actions and opperations, that he may become 
a wozthye and notable example to thoſe that he go⸗ 
uernes. 
[ Fa Pꝛinte would knowe fo2 what end he is a P3ince, 
J would tell him to gouerne well and to be patient 
when he is tol de that men murmure at his doinges, fo2- 
ſomuch as finallpe they are men, and become handled 
like men, neither can they ſhunne the miſeries of 
men: and neuer was there any Pꝛince in this woꝛlde, 
but that he was touched yea and tozne with the tunges 
of wicked perſons, foz they are ſubiectes to thoſe two 
euents, that if they be wicked: they incurre the e⸗ 
vill will of thoſe that be god, and ifthey be good: 
(oddainly 
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= ſoddainly all thoſe that be wicked murmure. 


0 123 * be two thinges amongſt the reſt that woozke 
14 great effeces againſt the State: the one is ambiti⸗ 
wy on, the other is deſperation, neuerthelelle, the ſecond is 
BY much wozlle then the firſt: foꝛ ſo much as ambition may 
1 erpect occaſion and oppertunitie, but ſo cannot deſperati- 


on: it being a Dubiect vnto the which there beeing no 
2K mn time permitted oꝛ graunted it, neither can noz ts able to 
2 i graunt it to others, 


. e 
n 
NN 4 


12.4 12 receiue loſle, is neuer good of his owne nature, yet 
it is verp true that it map ſometimes accidently helpe 
and benefite when it is receiued and doth chaunce vnto 
men that be of god vnderſtanding: foꝛ it is an occaſion to 
bing them to be of great experience, ſince there is a fewe 
ik once they haue not pꝛoued the euill, will enter into con- 
E ceite o2 belue that the ſame is ſuch as it is: whereof it a- 
. riſeth that thoſe that be vnerpert and ignoꝛant in their al⸗ 
1 faires, do euer pꝛoccde either with ouer- great raſhenes, 
7 a wheras ik once they haue taſted the wzath of foꝛtune they 
BY become moze warie, carefull, and pꝛouident. 
1 125 . ought to ſtudye to indeuour themſelues to vſe 
F ſuch conuerſation with their Subiects, that they may 
1 make choiſe rather to ſerue them foꝛ their god wills, then 
| foz wages and rewardes, foꝛ when money begins to de- 
—_— miniſh,thetr ſeraice like wiſe beginnes to diminiſh, and a 
Et 1 _ thouſand troubles doth folowe them, which do not ſerue 
1 with a nod hart, fo2 he that doth ioue with all his whole 
Bo affection, doth not become arrogant in pꝛopertie:doth not 
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4 time of perſecution, and bꝛeelliꝑ that courſe of life and loue 
or 126 dothneuer take end vntill the houre of death, 

5 ee without doubt haue greater node to haue a⸗ 
* bout them moꝛe wiſeand pꝛudent men, (to the intent 
- to —— uy by them, and to vſe their counſell) then any o⸗ 
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bu withdzaw himſelfe in aduerſe foztune,doth not complain 9 
- ok his pouertye, dooth not grudge at p (mall fauour which 
or is vſed towardes him, neither doth departe from him in 1 


— k. AMS 9 r 


* 


4 3 peeld helpe vnts an other frend,and muſk not expe 
and farry vntill he be requeſted, foz he that doth ſo, doth 
not only offer it thankfullp, but doth alſo cauſe it toberes 
2 cetued as thankfully : pzenenting and taking awap in his 
7 freend acertaine ſhamefaſtnes and feare which doth al⸗ 
* wales accompany p demaunder, wherby it comes to paſſe 
that he receiues it with a moze gratefull minde, and with 
greater diſpoſition to yelde the like againe in exchange. 

2 AcVBuane doth playe a verye wiſe parte, when be dooth 
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ther whoſoener: foz ſince they are to ſtand in centernell 
and watch to beholde and diſconer what the doings of all 
others be, they haue leſſe liberty oz licence then their ſubs 
iects haue to commit errours, foz euen as they haue liber⸗ 
ty to beholde and iudge of others, euen ſo are they behelde 
and iudged of others: without any licence oz liberty gran⸗ 
ted them ſo to dw. 
E Uerp ſkate ought to deſire peace, and thereof to make 
demonſtrations both with derds and with woꝛds: but 


2 fo2al that they ought to ſhew themſelues in military pꝛe⸗ 
parations and pꝛouiſions molt warlicke, foz a diſarmed 
peace is weake and feble ; neither dooth there ſ@me to be 
contradiction bet wixt the deſiring of peace, and to arme 
2 ourſelues: ſince there is nothing moꝛe freend to eaſe and 
peace, then knowledge and ſpecculation: to the antiquitie 
it did ſeme conuenient that the image of Pallace which is 
the Goddeſſe of ſcience, ſhould be poztraited and figured 


Uetie requires that a friend do indenour him ſelfe to 118 
> 


pꝛocure to haue pꝛudent and valiant Captaines foz 129 


the warres, but without compariſon it is much better to 
= kepe in his Courte wiſe men, foz the victozies ot battailes 
dooth finally conſif in the fozce of many, but the gouerne- 
ment ofthe Common-wealth ſometimes is referred and 
credited, to the aduiſe and indgement of one alone. 


T Bat particular loue that pzinces very often ſhew moze 
to one then to another, is a thouſand times occaſion of 
F. greeuous 
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grenous alterations in kingdomes, ſoꝛ by reaſon that one 
is in diſgrace and out of fauour, and another in loue and 
credit: there doth ſpꝛing vp harmefall hates, perniti⸗ 
ous thoughtes and great enupe, the end whereof is wic⸗ 
ked woꝛdes, and finallye wicked derdes. And therefo2e 
that Pzince that doth make any difference in conuerſati⸗ 
on with thoſe that be equall, doth kindle and ſet fire in his 
Common-wealth, 


131 A Mongtt all other offices, there is none wurſle, then to 1 


take charge to chaſtiſe other mens vices, and therefo:e 
a wiſe man ought to flee this care, like the infection of the 
plague,foz to repꝛehend vices:doth ſpꝛing greater hate a⸗ 
gainſt him that doth chaſtice thẽ there doth grow amend⸗ 
ment in him that is chaſticed. 


132 —— and wiſe men ought to pꝛohibite that ſedittous 


perſons do not diſturbe the quiet of the people, foꝛ whe 
the — do riſe, the deſire of riches is wakened, coue- 
touſnes doth encreaſe, iuſtice doth fall of it ſelfe, wicked 
perſons pzeuatle,god men are repzehended ; and finally, 
euerp one doth reioyce to liue to the pꝛeiudice of others, to 


the intent they may ſet fozward their deds to prefer their 
own pꝛoper commodities. 


133 A Lthoug) weercuſe ozdinarilye the fault of any man 


that hath comitted the ſame, notwithſfanding there 
is no man found faultic,noz any fault which doth not me⸗ 
ritepuniſhment:foz ifhe did commit the ſame in his rage 
vpon the ſuddaine, it was a great euill and offence ; but it 
he committed the ſame, ponde ring the caſe befoze hand, 
and with deliberation, it was much wurſſe. I 
j Lis very god that we goe about to do all thinges with 27. 
reaſon, and it is god that we doo guide all our enterpzi- 7. 
ſes in o2der: but pet in this there falles out to be great dif- 2. 
fcultics. Foz wiſe and ſtaid men in perfourming their af- ? 
faires, do conſider, reuolue t compaſſe with ſuch diligence 


neuer almoſt determine to reſolue vpon any finall end. 
Reaſon 


thoſe inconueniences that may ſpzing in p ſame,that they 
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Eaſon requires, that that Cittizen which is in the 35 
ſtate of a pꝛiuate perſon, is affable and curteous with 
his frends when he doth ariſe afterwards to beare the ti- 
tle of a Pagiitrate,that he ſhould maintaine himſelf with 
them in the ſelfe-lame degre of humanitie: foz euen as 
to become pꝛoude thzough the obtaining of perpetuall ho⸗ 
nours newly gotten either by Foꝛtune oz by valcur; is a 
demonſtratiue ſigne of a vile t abiect minde. So to become 
2 hantie thꝛough the office of a Pagiſtrate, which is ſhoztly 
to take ende: is the ſigne of a minde that doth poſſeſſe 
ſmall modeſtꝑ and vertue, foz although honours do change 
manners and humours of men, yet foz all that they ought 
to change them not into wurſſe, but into better. 
Au perſons of iudgement that deſire to obfaine any * 
I thing that is difficile fo attaine vnto,p:ocure to haue 
= meanes to be able to obtain it, foꝛ many things are bzoght 
to paſſe it a man haue any great oz god facility & dexterity 
in thẽ, which we loſe whe we go about to get the by fozce. 
3 Pan mut (ſo farre as is poſſible) kep himſelt rom e/ 137 
— mulations which are of moſt naughty nature, and en⸗ 
dowed with apparft cuſtomes, which haue in their mouth 
the contrarpe to that which is their minde : and muſt 
double their tung, not ſuffering it vnaduiſedlpe to bꝛeake 
a the bonds and the two bulwarkes of the teth and ihe lips, 
aniongſt which nature hath ſhut vp the tung as in p midi 
* ©* ofatitrongand double Foztreſis, 
4 : HE that doth inuade t occupie a ſtate, muſt gain the fa- 138 
t | uour of the ſouldiers with rewards and gifts, the good 
willes and grace of the people with the abundance of the 
Cittie, the beneuolence of the vniuerſall cuntrie, with eaſe 
and with peace and afterwards dꝛaw vnto him the affairs 
and actions ofthe old gouernment, that ofthe magiſtrats, 
and togither with the ſame:the authozitie of the lawe. 
2 'TDageneral x captain beſides his knowledge in the art 139 
of wars, it appertains to him to be indewed w magna- 
nimity,femperance.foztitude,liberality + pzudence.to him 
it is requiſit to carry authozity in his deeds, grauity in his 
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woꝛds, and to kep faith in his pꝛomiſe, moꝛeouer he muſt 
diſgeſt and diſcourſe vpon his affaires with great aduiſe⸗ 
ment deliberate vpon them with mature iudgements: and 
execute them with great celeritie. In his countenaunce e 
mult ſhewe himſelfe vnto his Souldiers wilde, alegre and 
terne, he ought to be pleaſant, humaine and benigne to⸗ 
wards men, neuertheles, obſeruing alwaies together with 
that manner of behauiour, his degree and y decoʒum ot his 
dignitie: that he neither with his ouer · much familiaritie 
and homelines make his armye become diſſolate and of 
ſmall obedience, neither with ouer-much ſeueritie bꝛing ; 
them to be his enemies: and foꝛ ſo much as the beneuo- 7 
lence of the Souldiers is the moſt certaine hope to obtaine. 
victozie, he mult ſo frame his actions, that not onelye they 7 

may carry towards him a due reſpect and reuerence, but 

that they may moze-ouer lone one another greatlye, and 

him eſpecially, therefoze he ought alwaies to reward and 
honour thoſe that merites and contrariwiſe repꝛoche and 
puniſh thoſe that are faultie. 4 

140 T Be power of Foꝛtune is very great in all humain ope- | 
rations, pet greater in military affaires then in any os } 

ther, buf vaſtable,vnmeaſurable and infinite in the deedes 

of armes. Where a commaundement euill vnderſtode, an 
appointed oꝛder euil executed, one ralh temeritie, one vain 

voice euen ot the meaneſt ſouldier,doth oftentimes carry ? 

the vidozie to them which appeare to be onercommen, ? 
where at vnawares do riſe innumerable Accidents, which 

are impoſſible to be fo2eſcene 02 gouerned by the counſel of 

the Generall oꝛ Captaines, $ 

E doth moſt eaſilye deceiue others, who is repozted | 

141 neuer to deceiue, and which doth couer with falhod| 
that which ts true. q 

142 O Ne Judge alone doth very well and eaſily diltearne 
matters, as well thoſe that be true, as thoſe that be 
ſiniſterly enferpzeted,foz ſo much as hate andenuy where 

they are many, may perfourme much moze, 
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Ow much greater, and how much moze impsztant 143 
things are: ſo much moze they are ſpoken of, and ſo 
muche leſſe we doo gather and groape out the fructh, in 
reſpect that one ſozte of men belceue and declare foz true, 
thoſe things that they haue heard, whether they be true 
oꝛ falſe : otherſome, although part of thoſe things be true, 
pet alwates they repoꝛte them otherwiſe the they are, and 
ſo with time they encreaſe, and thoſe that come akter to 
thaſe things that they haue heard of their Aunceſtours, do 
alwaies adde and ioyne ſome- thing moze. 
He heauens do ſeldome times graunt that p areat- x 44 
| nes of pꝛiuat perſons ncare vnto Pꝛzinces, do endure 
. perpetually,fo2 that the one oz the other doth waſhe them 
away,hauing the grauntedthe whole: there reſts no moze 
fo; them to gape after. 
A T the hands of the Pzince is alwateserpected ſomes 145 
thing moze high and greater then of others: And as 
euerpe one in particular dooth reteiue a god parte, thoſe 
thinges that be well done of him: fo contrariwiſe, the 
Pꝛince is onely the man vpon whom doth fall all the hate 
and euill will of vniuerſall errours. 
3 O pꝛocure fauours and authozities, ſometimes with 
in 4 pompeandlibertye,ſomtimes with watchfalnes and 146 
induffrie, are harmfull and pernitious meanes when they 
Are vſed fa inedlpe, to open the way topzinctpalitye, ano 
tkherkoꝛe it is the ſayings of wiſe men, tyat the pathes that 
leades other men to pꝛincipalities is very rough and difft- 
dil, but when once a man is entred and ſlipt into them, the 
2} fauours and helpes of many d concurre on all ſides, 
| 128 doubt in my lelfe, whether it be giuen to 
7 1Þzinces from their birth (as in other thinges it is) to be⸗ 
dome pꝛopitious and fauourable towards theſe, and fro- 
ward and cruell towards theſe others: oz that is infuſed 
and placed in our induſtrie, by means wherof it is graun⸗ 
ted vs to walke in a meane path, to the intent that ouer 


|} *bſlinafely we do not oppoſe our ſelues againſt 8 
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rule: and yet neuertheleſſe, we are not to ſuffer our ſelnes 
to fall headlong into a ſhamekull ſtatterie and ſeruitude, 
but we ought to pꝛoced in ſuch ſoꝛte, that neither thzongh 
ambition, neither thzough ouer great couetouſnes of glo⸗ 
ry, we peeld our ſelues ouercome, and therfoze with grea- 
ter ſecurity we do leade our lines, and with leſſe perrill, 
if we make our ſelues ſubtect. 

148 '] Be number of thoſe was alwaies verre (mall, that £ 
knew how with pzudence to diſtinguiſh e diſcearne te 
god from the euil, oz the pꝛofitable from the damageable, 
but are accuſfomed foz the moſt part by other mens enets 
and chaunces to become better andmoze pꝛudent. 3 
I Vings that are not pꝛemeditated, do hurt michmoze |! 
149 without compariſon, then thoſe y are foꝛeſeœn, therfoze 
I call the mind of him great, couragious 4 experte, which 
doth wel gouern himſelf, and is not aſtoniſhed at theſe pe⸗ 
rils accidents which chaunce vpon a ſodain c vnawares. 
150 T Hat common ſaying which is in the mouth of wile 
men of our time, did neuer pleaſe the antiquitie, if it 
be true: that is, that we ought to eniope the benefite of 
time, fo2 that they did chwſe rather fo emoy pꝛudence and 
vertue,fo2 ſo much as time doth choſe befoze it al things, 
and may come with it aſwell the euill as the god, but pꝛu⸗ 
dence and vertue doth bꝛ ing fozth nothing but that which 

is god. | 
r51 Although to know the particular thoughts ol man be a 
thing pꝛoper to God: neuertheles, to know in generall 
the natur ail inciination of a people oz of any other Pꝛo⸗ 
uince, is a molt eaſie thing, foꝛ the wozkes and operations 
therof being publike, it is requiſite that they ſhew of fozce 
their mindes and deſires, fo2th of the which afterwardes 
wiſe men do gather either moze©; leſſe then perticular 
dꝛaughts and determinations, accozding to the capacity of 
him, that hath the charge to penetrate and enter ſo farre. 
195 ] Was of opinion that Acould not perſeuer and diſtouer 
with often reuoluing and thinking vpon z which J — — 

—R0 
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not diſcearne at the firſt ſight: but J knows by pzafe that 
how much the moze a man doth think vpon his atfaires:ſo 
much the better they are vnder ſtade, and ſo much the bet⸗ 
ter they are perfourmed, 

5 haue ſoddainlpe and ſp&dily that which comes 
in their appetite to deſire, and therefoꝛe onelye this as 7153 
boue all other things, and without any kay they ought to 
> p:ocure, that their pꝛaiſe andglozy mape at all times and 
ppeciallp it their poſteritie be celibzated: foꝛ it there be any 
one that doth goe about to diſpꝛaiſe the fame and memos 
rye ot the poſteritie, ge makes ſhewe that he is not ſtudi⸗ 
dus in that vertue by the which the ſame is obtained. 
[oat men in their determinations ought to haue con⸗ 
ſideration of that which may be pꝛoñtable foꝛ the, but 154 
the condition and qualitie of a Pꝛince is of an other ſozte, 
fo; in their actions they are to haue reſpect to their fame 
and god name. 
7 were not firik created to benefite themſelues: 16 
fo2 by that means no man ſhould be put to ſo greenous 
ſeruilitie, but to pzofit the people, to the intent they might 
be wel gouerned, ther foꝛe when a pꝛince hath moze reſpect 
to himſelf thẽ to his people, he is no moꝛʒe a Pzince but a 
Tirant. | | 
8 Tibiecs are better content to haue the pzinte nerr hand |. - 
then far off, foꝛ deſiring to be god they haue moze occa⸗ 
ſton to loue him, and delighting to be wicked moꝛe occaſion 
to feare him: beſides that there doth ariſe an other benefit 
that whoſeuer goes about to aſſault p State,doth remain 
therby the moze duetifull, and if he ſhould reſolue vppon 
the lame, pet can he very hardly ouercome: foz the pꝛeſence 
of the pꝛince doth wozke greater ⁊ moꝛe linely effect in the 
mindes ot thoſe that obap, then the memozy together with 
= thehopeyts had of his comming can be able to perfozme. 
8 Rea tnes of State is better kept with diſcrete and 157 
: moderate counſell, then with ouer · bꝛaue raſh x heads 
long handling ol our affaires. 
* A Generall 
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158 A General 02 Captaine that doth take glozye and ho- 


nour foz his full ſcope and finallende, ought to inde 
nour himſelfe to obtain fame: not with the tople and with 
the perrils of others (as many are vſed to da) but with 
the ſweat and danger ofhis own perſon,and by the means 
ok his pꝛoper vertue:and ſince it is a ded wozthy of no leſſe 
pꝛaiſe to extinguiſhe y warres with counſel, then to end it 
by armes: he muſt goe about ſometimes to do p one, ſom⸗ 
times to do the other: and let him carrpe well in minde 
that the firſt ſucceſſe of things, are thoſe that do make him 


_ fearefall to the enemp: and contrariwiſe, to be deſpiſed, 


and to be had in ſmall conſiderat ion: fo2 ſuch as is the be⸗ 
ginning, ſuch oktentimes is the end accuſtomed to be, Let 


him likewiſe be ctrcumſpect in vſing of artifictall deceites, 


fo2 (mall ſinceritie oꝛ faithfull pzocading ts ſuſpected of 
him, that men once haue concetued in opinion to be wun⸗ 
ted to gouerne himſelfe with doublenes and artificall 
meanes. 


159 VV E ought euer to carry this conſideration in all cau⸗ 


ſes to maintaine our dignitie, the which we offens 
times loſe with haſte to ſhew to be reſolute in any thing, 
fo2 thoſe that haue to reſolue vs do eſteeme (beholding our 
inſtance and care) that our neceſſitie is greater then per⸗ 
chaunce it is, wherby it comes to paſſe, that the ſtanding 
vpon their punctoz,and make ſhewe to do vs a pleaſure, 
as though it did pzoce&d of great frendly curteſie, although 
inderd it fall out to be foz their pzofit, many times there 
ariſeth a certain pertinacie in them, ołt whom thoſe things 
be demaunded, which indeed doth wok their owne loſſe, 
fo2 by reaſon of our haſte, and of the great inſtance made 
to them, they become moze pꝛoud, and do not take the of- 


fered occaſions, 


wo A 


© it is a thing moſt certain, that warres are ouercome 
by pꝛzeuentions t by diuerſtons, ſo it is moſt true that 
he reteiues naughty countell, that wout euident neceſſity, 
makes an "wr mans eee own pꝛoper —— 

| capable 
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2 wit that knows how to make choiie of time 181 
bath no occaſion ta lament him ſelfe that his life 
ſhculd be ſhozte.foz be that can applye himſelſe to infinite 
things, and ſpend his tune p2ofitably doth gains time, 
MA pꝛeache liberty, that if they did hope to haue a 16 
I benefite moze of a State that is ſtraite, then of a 


fre: they would run thither in poaſte, fozeuery one hath 
= reſpec to his owne pꝛoper pzofit, and fewe are to be found 
that haue knowledge ofglozp and honour. 
2 Uerp one in this woꝛlde commits errours.fozth of the 
which doth ariſe damage either moze oz leſſe, actoꝛ ding 163 
to the accidents and chaunces that doth followe the ſame, 
but thoſe haue very euill hopes that abaſe and intangle 
themſelues in things of ſmall impoztance, wherof ſucce ds 
ſmall loſſe and as ſmall diſhonour. 
E that deſires to be beloued of his Superiours, it is 164 
Ixrequiſite that he ſhewe himſelfe to vſe reſpect and re⸗ 
uerence towards them. Foꝛ nothing dothmoze offend the 
mindes of our betters then that it ſhouldſ&@me vnto them 
that we do nat carry that reſpect and that reuerence to⸗ 
wards them, that they iudge doth appertaine vnto them, 
W Hoſoeuer hath the charge of a Cittie that is to be 
beſieged oꝛ aſſaulted, ought to make moſt mightye 165 
foundations and grounds vpon all thoſe remedies which 
pꝛolong the time, and to elteme very muche euerpe thing 
= (althongh'if be verpe ſmall) that takes away time from 
the enemp: foz oftentimes one dap, one hower of aduaun⸗ 
> tagedothbzing koꝛth ſome accidents that may ſet the free 
and at liberty. : 
He deceiues himſelfe that reſolues vpon the firſte ad⸗ 
uertiſementes that come and are bzought him tou⸗ 158 
ching his affaires, fo2 they alwaies ariue with greater 
heate and with greater terrour, then they fall out to be, 
when they grow to effect: therfoꝛe he that is not conſtrai⸗ 
ned by neceſſitie,let him alwaies expect the ſecond aduer⸗ 
tiſements, and the reſt one after another. wy 
| 8 
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167 J Lis almoſt impoſſible, but that he which with a great 


168 V 


169 


and wonderfall efficacie dooth affirme a thing: ſhould 
raile ſome ambiguitie, to belcene the contrary, yea in the 
mindes of thoſe that are reſolutelp determined, | 
Hen we p2oceed to giue beginning to the execution of 
any new, great and difficill thing although it be al⸗ 


_ ready thoꝛowlpꝑ determined vpon: but diuers reaſons pꝛe⸗ 


ſcent themlelues vnto the mindes ol men, which in contra⸗ 


ry ſence may be conſidered. 


| Tis very perilous to gouerne our ſelues by examples, 
if the ſelfeſame reaſons do not concurre as well in the 
generall as allo in the particular pointes, ik the affaires 
be not ruled with the ſame p2udence, and if beſides that, 
in all the other grounds and foundations the verpe ſclfe 
foztune dw not play his parte to woꝛke the like effects, 


170 Eden as to ſuffer our ſelues to be onercome by our af 


kections, is a ſeruile act: ſo to reſtraine our rage t ire 
which is an impediment to our counſell, fo bſe vicozye 
te mpoꝛatlp, which of it owne nature is pzoude and inlo⸗ 
lent: to rule our ſelues and appetites, which is the parte 
of a ſ᷑aide and woꝛthy hart, and to be humaine, benigne, 
and liberall towardes our enemie: is truelpe a molt fas 
mous and pꝛincelpe qualitpe, woztbye of diuine and e⸗ 
ternall memoꝛp. 


171 | Herets nothing moꝛe pꝛoper, moꝛe conuenient, moꝛe 


neceſlarp, oꝛ moꝛe p2ofitable to a Prince, then to be 
iuſt, liberall and benigne, foꝛ it appertaines to their pow⸗ 
er and greatnes: to be mindefull of the oppꝛeſſed, and to 
relecue other mens calamities, and ſpeciallpe fo2 Ringes 
who are the liuely images of God. 
Icked and naughty perſons haue power to da euill, 
and although they doit not, it is not ſo gratekull to 
behold that they dw it not, as it is noiſome to thinke that 


they may doit: and therefoze without doubt it is a miſe⸗ 


rable thing to haue befoꝛe our eyes that perſon that with⸗ 


out any feare, alwaies when he will mage harme, And it 


almolt 
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molt ſeems an impoſſible thing that he doth not hurt. Foz 
knowing that the god cannot ke&pe companpe oz conſozte 
with him, it is behonefull foz him to beare them hatred, 
and knowing that they are followed and fanoured of all 
the reſt that be god: it behoues him likewiſe to ſtand in 
feare of the, Now therfoze fo eſcape from him that hates, 
that feares, and that hath power to do euill: doth arif 
moꝛe of aduenture then reaſon. | 


V. Y opinion is, that if nobilitie and grauitie (J ſpeak of 173 
l 1 that, wherof men ſuperlicially make ſuch ellimation) 

do not conſiſt in any other thing then in the long lucceſſi⸗ 
on of our aunceſt ours beginnings and euents, and of god 
tounſel: Be may be called moſt noble # moſt graue, whole 
knowledge and whoſe counſell doth ſpzing from theſe ac- 
cidents that are bozne from the beginning of the wozld 
euen vntill this pꝛeſent time. 


E Uen as it is a great offfce fo vs to pꝛaiſe thoſe things 174 
that are of wicked and pernitious example: ſo it is no 
leſle ſinne and ſhame to burpe thoſe in obliuion the which 
thzough their merites of vertue, deſerue to be moſt highly 
celebꝛated. 
Hat Common- wealth where iuſtice is found koz the 
poꝛe, chaſtiſement fo2 thoſe that be inſolent + tirants, 775 
weight and meaſure in thoſe things that are ſolde fq2 the 
vle of man, exerciſe and dilcipline amongſt pong men, 
(mall couetouſnes amongſt olde perſons: can neuer pe⸗ 
riſhe. 
* ought not to belæue, that to make choiſe of a 176 
god maiſter fo2 his ſonne is of (mall impoꝛtance, fo2 
if in this point he do not vſe very great diligence, he dooth 
burden himlſelfe with a great fault: my opinion therefoze 
is, that he ought not to giue the office of inſtructing his 
Sonne in (ift}; ſoꝛt as other offices are giuen that is either 
foz requeſtes, either fo2 giftes, either foz impoztunitie, 
Re” G 2 either 
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either foz ametie, either elſe in reſpett to reward ſome ſer- 
uice, fo although ſome of his ſabiects haue been Ambaſſa⸗- 
x dours in ſtrange and fozraine Countries, oz the Generall 
* of his armpe, 02 that he hath bo2ne in his ropall Courte 
3B great offices, pet foꝛ all that it followes not, that he ſhould 
tj be apt to inſkract the Sonne of his Pꝛince. Fo2 to be a god 
Generall, it is requiſite foꝛ him to be ful of valour, and ve⸗ 
rye foztunate: but to be the maiſter and inſtructour of a 
Pꝛince, it is neceſſary that he ve indowed with great ver⸗ 
wo tue, iopned together with a ſetled and ſtaide minde. 
1 177 12 the aduerſe chaunces of our life, and in the perſecuti⸗ 
1 ons offoztune, where induſtrie and fozce dooth a little 
helpe it is the belt remedy to eſteem ok them like men, and 
. to diſſeemble them like pꝛudent perſons. 
1 178 HE that takes in hand to perfoꝛme any enterpꝛile, and 
* / © * *afterwardes doth not know how to iſſue foꝛth of the 
10 ſame, oꝛ to bzing it to an end; either he ſhall faile in Con⸗ 
% FCcience,o2 it is ouer troubleſome and tedious, foꝛ he that is 
_ = - aAfratdeofſhame,and doth polſefle a wozthie x noble hart, 
either mult make an end of that enterpꝛiſe he hath taken 
vpon him, oz elle declare the occaſion that mones him to 
giue it oner, 
79] Bis difference is diſcerned bet wirt one Pꝛince and an 
other, that he that is euill is onely obeyed, but hs that 
W is god, is both obeyed andloued, and beſides that a good 
1 and vertuous pꝛince, makes hard enterpꝛiles to ſeem light 
1 but with a tirant thoſe that be light are made moſt hard, 
1 thꝛough their pernitious naughtines. Happy is he there⸗ 
1 foze that is obeyed, but moſt happy the other that is both 
1 | obeped and loued, foꝛ the bodie becomes weary to obeye, ? 
= vat he minde is neuer wearied neither euer ſafilfied with 
E Jung. 3 
80 A God Paince onaht neuer to laye handes vpon ang 
man, fo2 what iniurie ſoeuer he hath done him, foz his 
hands ought neuer to be exerciſed in the retienging of in- | 
iuries don againſt him, but in defending and reuenging | 
3 the 
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the iniuries ofthoſe that obey him. 


O 


lawes. 


A Paince ought to make reckoning of his renenues, but 8. 
kek he foꝛget to redꝛeſſe thoſe offences and fauites that 
are committed in his Territozics, and makes no account 
of them: he is woꝛthy of repzehenſion, foꝛ the people pape 
their tribute to the Pꝛince, to the intent he may (ct them 
free from their enemies, and defend them from Tirants. 
T Vole things that terrifie pzocure emnitie, and againſt 183 
the encreaſe and pꝛoceding therof, enery one dooth op- * 
poſe himſelfe, but the pꝛoweſſe of the hart and the bountye 
of the minde, and theſe things that are magnificentlp don, 
with their ſhining quallities and beaufie:doth moue eucn 
our aduerſaries and enemies to lone vs, and meruaile at 


vs, oz rather to wozthip and reuerence vs. 


N 


Othing is moꝛe eaſie,then in our thought and imagi- 184 
nation to dꝛawe and ſet downe in what manner it is 
bettter to do a thing after one ſozte, then after another 
ſozte, but to put it in execution is not ſo light a matter, foz 
that there be many things, the which empeche, dil urb and 


dꝛaw back thoſe that execute the ſame. | 


T 1s an honeſt parte fo pardon thoſe that be po: 

they do erre, and to examine himlſelfe to ſ& ik in his 
minde any Ddiffect peraduen ture doth lye hid, to the in⸗ 
tent he giue not to others that blame which he doth me- 
rife himſelfe: foz offenfimes it comes to paſſe, either 
thꝛough lightnes oz ouerthwartnes, oz thꝛough p haſte oz 
rage ot our ſuperiours, that thoſe thinges that be well 62- 
dained, are ſpopled: and thoſe enterpꝛiſes, that with 
diligence and diſcretion are put in execution: fall out 


Ne of thoſe things ya wiſe Pzince ought to haue an 181 
eve vnto: is, that his Gouernours oz iudges, do not 
conſent, that in their Common - wealth p auntient lawes 
be bꝛoken: and that they induce not new and ſlrange cu⸗ 
ſtomes, fe2 the people is fo variable and light, that cuerpe 
dape they would haue a newePzince, and change newe 


w | 
e when 185 


to 
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fo the confrarye. 
18 6 2 Hole that do ſharpe and bitterly commaund,and foz 
euerp (mall fozcſeetng that falles out, become furi⸗ 
pullye angrye and in no caſe can be pacinied, beſides that 
they do vniuftly:they mult think that they are enuironed 
with moze enemies then kreends. 
* is great difficultie placed in endeuouring our 
18 7 ſe lues in all things, not only to obſerue meaſure: but 
allo to eſtabliſh in our thoughtes what meaſure is, fo2 ſo 
much as offices and dueties dochange accozving to the 
perſons, the times, the age, the nature, and the cuſtomes 
of men: the vfe of places, countries and acco2ding to other 
things, which are almoT without matter: the which va⸗ 
rietie he that would on a ſodaine ſæ and vnderſtand, it is 
tonuenient that he be ok a ſharp wit x quick conſideration, 
188 1 the ſubſtance of riches makes him verye 
pꝛoud and inſolent, that poſſeſſeth the ſame as Ari- 
ſtotle doth ſay in his Rethozick, but he that doth wiſelpe 
beholde this parte, wil ſay with Senecca, that none is moze 
wo2thy oꝛ nere vnto God, then he that deſpiſeth and ſcol⸗ 
keth at riches: The which J da not denpe ſaith Senccca, 
that thou ſhouldeſt poſleſſe: but J would haue the to poſ- 
ſeſſe it not fearefullpe, the which thou ſhalt do by this one- 
ly meanes: if thou perſwade thy ſeife to line happilpe and 
in felicify without it, and ik thou doſt hebolde it with eyes, 
which are alwaies to faile the. 
189 Þ| Ve antiquity do hold, that wiſe men onely can do that 
which they deſire, and y wicked that which they haue 
appetite vnto, but not that which they deſire, fo2 they dw 
all thinges while by theſe thinges in which they delight 
they think to quiet them ſelaes in that god which they de⸗ 
ſire, but they cannot obtaine it, foz thoſe that are wicked 
can neuer ariſe fo foꝛtitude. 
190 W Hen ann man doth go about fo bꝛing a wꝛathfull and 
kur ious perſon into the tearms of reaſõ and iuſſ ice: he 
doth ſhew himſelk that either he is not very wiſe, oz ouer 


diligent: 


e 
F 
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diligent; foꝛſomuch as when ire is enflamed and that it 
bath blinded the underſtanding of manp, he cannot be qui⸗ 
eted thzough anp conſolation that he can haue: neither 
thꝛough any reaſon that can be tolde him. 
V VY ven men of baſe qualitie do appꝛoche and iopne in 
amitie with the chefeſt ofthe Cittie and contrari⸗ 
wiſe when the riche and the mightye recetue thoſe perſons 
that be baſe and poze into their houſe:it ſæmes that beth 
of them da not care foz the perfection of vertue, but 
onely intentius about pzofite oz pleaſure ; the which may 
be knowne by this, that they do not goe about to pꝛocure 
themſelues the ſeruice of honeſt men, iuſt, well mannered, 
and full of valour:but thoſe that be liberall and rich, if the 
one and the other map be found: the rich in contrarp ſoꝛte 
do not ſearch foꝛ others, but ſuch as be painefull, craftye, 
diligent, pꝛoſitable and ſparing, commending ſuch moze 
then any vertuous quality. 
Uen as the pꝛide of any perſon with famiitaritie, with 192 

often diſcourſes, and with pleaſantnes, is aſſwaged and 
made moꝛe modeſt: ſo with hantines, with melancholye 
and with taciturnitie it is made moze lofty and rude, 


res of bale qualitye ought fo diſpiſe themſelues in |_ 

ſuch ſoꝛt with their bettters,that not only they do not 3 

touch and imurtouſly moue the oner-great familiarit oe of 

the mightpe in their ieſtes: but alſo confeſſe that they are 

bound vnto them foꝛ that they are ſo domeſticallp vſed. 

12 no man eſteem ſo much his own pꝛoper counſel, but 
that he ſuffer himſelfe ſometimes to be gouerned ac⸗ 194 

coꝛding to the aduice of others: foꝛ that man which dooth 

deſpiſe and make no account of other mens opinions, and 

will onlpe foliowhis owne : let him hold himſelfe aſſured, 

that he ſhall commit errours inmany things. 


E is no pꝛudente to iudge things by their effects: foʒ ma⸗ 195 
ny times affaires that haue been well managed in _ 
ſell» 


> 
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ſell, haue had no godend: and thoſe that haue bene euill 
connſelled haue had a god end, And if we ſhouldcommend 
pernitious counſelles, foꝛ their god end: we ſhould do no⸗ 
thing elſe, but giue courage fo men to erre, which dooth 
greatly turne to the damage of Common-wealthes, fo2 
al waies euill counſell falles not out happily, ſo ſhould we 
erre if we did repꝛehend a wiſe determination, which hath 
not a iopfull ende: fo2 that it takes awaye the courage of 
Citizens to giue counſell to the Cittie, and to ſpeake that 
which they vnderſtand. 


196 VV Þenit doth chaunce vnto vs todenye anpe thing 


thzoughneceſſitie,to aſſure the perſon that doth de - 


maund the ſame of his god will, it is requiſife immediat⸗ 


ly to (ct an other abꝛoache if pou haue one) to offer him 
and that largely : in ſuch ſoꝛte, as he map knowe that pou 
make account ot hin, and that you deſire to pleaſtire him, 
and by this meane vſed with reſpe,he is ſoner ſatiſfied,if 


he haue any ioynt of humanitie,then by any other means, 


by the which ould be graũted him that he did demannd. 
So men do ſuffer thẽſelues to be onercome by the nature 
ofcurteous wozdes, and become anarye at thoſe actions 
which are not accompliſhed with curteſie. 


197 | oh; won action and flatterie are two vices to beſhunned 


of euery honeſt perſon, but much moze of thoſe that 
make p2ofefſton of god + oferemplarlife :fo2 that in ſuch, 
euerpe ſmall diffec that is diſcouered, is ſufficient to per⸗ 
ſwade, that their other god operations haue been alwates 
don fainedly, and fo2 any other end then to do god, but in 
others that are not bound to ſo ſtraite a life, but haue al- 
waies remained in a certaine honeſt libertp:it ſemes that 
they are noted foz leſſe vitious, when ſpeciallpe they 


 aredirected to do god,foz when we goe about by flatterie 


to make any one the moze our freend, and not that he by 
the meanes of our flatterie ſhoͤuld become wicked: it is 
moꝛe to be boꝛne withal. Se de traction 02 ſpeaking euill ot 


any perſon, when it is done againſt any one, which dooth 


manitfeſt 


The Quinteſence of Wit, 23 


manifeſtlyeempeche pꝛincipall determinations: and then 
when any vice of his is dircouered, and ſpeciallpe of thoſe 
that do harme vertue, wherof he of whome euill is ſpoken 
doth greatiy make pꝛofeſſion as ſhould fall out: if of a god 

pꝛofeſſion, he make ſome naughty and wicked pꝛadiſe, if ot 
liberall, ſome ſigne ot conetouſnes:Fo2 all that it is neceſ- 
ſary it ſhould be done with ſo great modeſtp, and in things 
ſo manikeſt, that it map appeare rather that occaſion doth 
 fozce the, then that it doth ariſe of thy owne will and 
pleaſure. | 

TL may be ſaide with reaſon, that there is nodiffec, but 198 

that occaſion may cauſe it to be accepted foz leſſe euill: 
foꝛ time is the head and foundation that makes vs able to 


dtonclude euerpe qualit pe of buſines, how difficile ſoeuer it 


be: as contrariwiſe, to woozke any thing out of time, 
is an occaſion that thoſe that be eaſie, become almoſte 
impoſſible. 
Cople ground themſelues vpon vaine hope and fallible 9 9 
determinations, hardie when they are karre off from 
perrilles, fainte harted and weake minded when per⸗ 
rilles are nære at hand:do obſerue no moderation in their 
dwings. 
I TL is very hard to anſwer o2 concur with the conceites of 00 
I men, wherloꝛe the molt parte are not of a due à mature 
= conſideration: neither meaſuring things with their right 
= p2:opoztions. 
N publick affaires we ought diligentlye to conſider of „0. 
the beginnings, foz that it is not after in the power of 
men, to part from the deliberations alreadpe made, and in 
the which they haue perſeuered long time, without diſho⸗ 
nour and perrill. 
He hope of fozraine perſons meaſured rather with de⸗ _, 
fire then with reaſon, do almoſt alwates fall out to be 
fallible and moſt vaine. 
He autho2ity ofthoſe that repꝛehend things that haue 20 3 
ſucceeded vnluckelye, would be oftentimes leſle : = 


"7 R 
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the ſelfeſame time we conld know,that which would bane 
kaulne out if we had pꝛoceded diuerſlye, 
106 VV Arres are made with the weapons of Souldiers 


pliſhed by fighting in Campania, not with the dꝛaughtes 
which thoſe men that are vnexpert in warfare do ſet down 
vpon papers, and dwpaynte out with their Pencilles, 03 
with their fingers 02 a rod in the duſk, 
205 I Vat which is deſired of many doth ſeldome times ſuc⸗ 
ceede,fo2 the effects of humaine actions doth commonly 
depend vpon the willes of fe we, and the ſinall end and in 
tent ion of theſe, being almoſt alwaies diuers and varping 
from the ends and intention of many: the things can very 
hardly ſucceed otherwiſe then accoꝛding to the intention of 
thoſe,that giue them their firſt motion. 


206 Eis a raſh temeritie to determine to enter into warres 


by the which ik it fall out vnto2tunately, we are fo pars 
ficipate ot parte of all p cuills,moze then our rates comes 
to:but ſucceeding pꝛoſperoullpe, not to haue any poztion 
therof,cuen of the leaſt parte of the benecfites, 
Ewtralitiein the warres of others, is a commenda- 
ble thing, and by the which moleſtations and expen⸗ 
ces are ſhunned, when thy fozces are not ſo weake that 
thou art to feare the vidoztes of euerpe one of the pars 
ties: foz then it bzings vnto the great ſecuritie, and ves 
rxpe often their greatnes, meanes foz the to encreaſe thy 
tate. 


207 


88 3 \ Aare beleeue that death is a thing to be deſired 


ok thole that are in the height ol pꝛolperitie, but it is 
a molt happie death of him that dpes, hauing gained a glo⸗ 
| rious victo2le, 

209 V Vece men do not alwaies diſcearne and iudge pers 
fectly : it behoues that oftentimes that there be 

ſhewed ſignes of weakenes in humaine vnderſtanding. 
210 FH E that hath to make lawes to ſundzye perſons that 
haue ſundzy endes not confozmable to his owne: can 
no 


and with the counſell of Captaines, they are accoms 


Fe 
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no long time make foundation in Þ confederafions made 

with them, fozſomuch as the affaires in confederations, 

map be by aduerſe and ſundzy chaunces reduced into mas 
ny difficulties. 


(Eledia pꝛedidions in pꝛoſperity are ſmally credited, 211 


but when aduerſities begin to appeare.they are ouer⸗ 
much bela ued. 
Tis a greater difficultie without compariſon, to kepe 212 
and conſerue krom the leſſe perrils that which remaines 
when once we begin to decline, then it is to him that doth 
enfo2ce # endenour himſelfe to maintain his own dignity 
and degree, if he turne himlelfe ſpedilye againſt him that 
doth go about to oppꝛeſſe him, without making any ſigne 
that he is willing to giue place. 


1 N thoſe warres commonly made ofmany Pꝛinces, as 213. 


gainſt one alone: is accuſtomed to ariſe greater feares 
then effectes: foꝛ the firſte furies are ſone ſpe dilp all wa⸗ 
ged, whillte there doth ſpeedily beginne to ſpꝛing barietie 
of opinions, which doth amonalt them weaken their 
leage of faith. 


A the action of armes, the condition and partie is farre 214 


better of him that ſtapes and erxpectes to be allaul⸗ 
ted, then of him that doth. goe about to aſſault an 
other. 
6 - Vc clemencie of Pꝛinces hath alwaies bꝛought them 
benenolence and reputation. Cruelfy(where it is not 
neceTarye) hath alwaies wzought contrary effectes, nei⸗ 
ther as manp doth vap:udently beleune, hath it remoned 
thetmpediments and difficulties; but encreaſed them, and 
made them greater. 


215 


A the armyes of leages, pꝛouiſions do neuer concur to- 216 

gether in one ſelftime: And amonglt ſo many wills, whẽ 
there is ſundzy intereſts and ſundꝛp ends, there doth caſts 
ly ariſe,diſo2zders-diſcozds, diſpleaſures i miſtruſtes, and 
Y 2 neuer 
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neuer is there found any pzompt ſpedines to execute gals 
lantly when the fauour of foztune doth ſhew her ſelfe be - 


nigne and fauonrable, neither of diſpoſition to reſiſt con / 
ſtantly when ſhe doth liſt to frowne. 3 


NY, ] T is a moſt perrilous parte, to conloꝛte our ſelues in a! 7? 
ny warre, in the which the mighty pꝛouiſions of the con? 
federates map as well hurt as benefit. S 
218 / Vis a moze pꝛudent and a moꝛe eaſie counſel! to goe a⸗ 
bout to eſtabliſhe amitie with him that vnwillinglpe 
would become thy enempe, then with him * at no time 
can become thy freend. 
219 Eis to be blamed that through oner aboundant ſus 
ſpition and miſtruſt, doth depꝛiue himſeife of thoſe 
great occaſions which he with difficulties and perrils hath 27 
gained, but much moꝛe he is to be repꝛehended which doth 3 
it thzough a fearefull and baſe minde, then he that doth it 
th2ough generoſitie andgreatnes. 
7 T comes by nature, that after ſuſpect followes hate, ak⸗ 
ter hate followes harmes, after harmes followes the 
kamiliaritie and confederations with the enemies of him 
that hath offended and the determination not onelp to al⸗ 
fare himſelfe, but to gaine: Moꝛeouer, with the ruine of 
the endamaged, the memoꝛp of the iniurpe, greater with⸗ 
out doubt and moꝛe diſpleaſant in him that doth it then in 
him that receiues it. 
Toe pꝛincipall grounds in determining vpon any enter⸗ 
pꝛiſe be, the iuſtice and right of the cauſe, the kacilitie 
and eaſines to ouercome, the fruit and commodity of the 
victo21e, 
T He deſire of liberty almoT a thing naturall in al men 
 ounht to conſiſt in the equall pꝛopoꝛtion of the condi⸗ 
tions, artes, and qualities of the Citizens a molfneceſſary 
koundation in poputare gouernment. 
223 AS the distribution of Magiſtrates, and the determi⸗ 
nation of the lawes dependes vpon the arbitriment of 
tewe: the Citizens then being intentiue, not about pub⸗ 
like 
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! tudgement to diſcearne the actions of others, neither 
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like pzofifes, but about couetous andpaiuate affaires, 
there doth ariſe particular ſecs and conſpiracies, with the 
which the deuiſions of the Cittie doo iopne themſelnes, a 
moſt aſſured plague and death to the Common-wealthes 

of empires and gouernments. | 

| T was neuer accounted wildome to determin vpon any 

matter of moment, without long conſultation and with⸗ 224 

oat reuoluing and diſgeſting the lame in dur mindes, an 
infinite number of times. i 


4 J his owne nature nothing is moꝛe ſhoꝛte, nothing 25 
doth liue a leſſe while then the memoz2y of benelites, 
and lo much the greater they be:ſo much the moze thep are 
paid with the partes of ingratitude,foz he that cannot noz 
will not blot them out with requitalles:dooth oftentimes 
goe about to deface them, by perſwading himſelfe that 
they haue not been ſo great as they were, and thoſe which 
become aſhamed that they were bꝛought into ſuch tearms 
that they haue had nerd of benefites, growe to be diſpleſcd 
that they haue receiued them: in ſuch ſozte that hate is of 
mo2e effect in them, thzough the auntient memozy of their 
neceſſitie. into which they did fall: then the bond ok the ob⸗ 
ligation thꝛough the confederation of the curteſte which 
hath been vſed vnto them. 
V\/ Pere inſolence is: there is blindenes, where vaine ,, 
lightnes is: there is no knowledge of vertue, no 


no grauitie to meaſure that which is conuenient to him 
ſelfe. 

T He pzactiſes, the pꝛeparatione, and the opperations 

of confederates: are ditferred, interrupted bꝛoken off, 227 

and varied, acco:ding to the fozces, accoꝛding to the ends, 
and accozding to the counſelles of Painces, whereby it is 
not eaſie fo make an aſſured and firme knotte and vnion, 
where there be diuerſities of mindes, variety of wils, and 


change of conditions and qualities: 
2 5 ; Pzinces 


D 3 
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528 [dances that bend of their ownep2oper inclination to 
pꝛeferre vtilitie befoze fidelitic, are caſilye perſwaded 

the ſelfeſame that other Pzinces are, 
He common people of his nature is couetous alwaies 
of new things, who are eaſie to be filled with vaine er⸗ 
I rours and with falſe pzrſwaiſtons, even as the waues of 
I the Sea are rouled fozward with the blaſts of winde. 


229 


9 ofan vnexpert and vncapable judge, we cannot lok 
fo2 a right ſentence: ſo of a people that is full of con⸗ 
fuſton and ignoꝛaunce, we cannot lok fo: but by meare 
chaunce, an election and deliberation of reaſon and dil⸗ 
Tis 
Lis the nature of men when they departe from one ex⸗ 
treme in the which they haue bene holden violentlye,to 
runne voluntarily without ſtaying in the meane, into o⸗ 
ther extremeties. 
He ſucceſſe of warres depend foꝛ the moſt parte of re⸗ 
232 © putations : the which when they decline, the valour 
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ofthe people deminiſhe, the reuenues appointed to ſuſtain 
the warres grow to be nothing, & contrariwiſe the minde 
ok the enemies encreaſe, doubts are nouriſhed, and al ſozfs 
4 of difficulties do augment infinitely, 
233 7 Nall humaine actions it is oftentimes requiſite to ac- 
3 commodate and frame our counſcli to our neceſſitie, 
1 neither foꝛ the deſire we haue to obtaine that part which 
=_ is ouer difficile and almoſt impoſſible to put all to the has 
i zard of manifeſt perrilles. 
1 leages wherin there chaunceth to be many po⸗ 
234 tentates, are not ſo firme oz of ſuch conco2d,but that 
UN | we may hope that they wil become colder,oz ſome of them 
1 to dif-vnite himſelke from the reſt, 
1 238. * is the nature of men, that thoſe tbings which in the 
beginning pzeſent themlelues verye teriblpe: dy - 
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and vertue of the Souldiers likewiſe decline, the fidelitye ; 
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other do ruinate. 


ſach ſozte cancell and diminiſh the ſame from dap fo dap, 


that if no newe accidents do ariſe that may make freche 


and quicken the terrour and feare they haue: They make 


themſelues in the pꝛoceſſe of ſmall time, almoſt aſſured. 


E Ter one that doth perceiue and ſmelles out, that 
there is no account made of him: becomes angry, an⸗ 
ger makes him bolde, oz elſe ſomtimes to applye himſelfe 
to thinke moſte perrillous thinges the which oftentimes 


comes to paſſe: and chefely if to audacitie, any authozity 


be topned to ſome ſingular quality that is in the perſon of 


him that is growne ſo audatious. 


P determinations and pꝛactiſes, ſo much the 
moꝛe they are conſidered of, ſo much the vnwillinglye 
they are taken in hand: wherupon it doth alwaies come 
to paſſe, that thoſe commozations and rebellions that 
giue ſpace of time to the execution of them: are diſ- 
couered. 
J Ve name of liberty is ſo wozthy a thing, that no fozce 
can tame it, no time tan conſume it, and no merite can 
counterpeſe it: in ſo much as to go about to maintain ſer⸗ 
uilitie in a fre Citie: foꝛrain fozces are not ſufficient, and 
of thoſe within the ſame, a man can put no confidence, foz 
thole that be now frendes, and comto2t others to take vs 
pon them the Signozie; when they haue by the authozi⸗ 
tie of their new Lozd ouerthzowen their enemies they go 
about afterwardes as they can oꝛ maye, to th2uſt out the 
Pzince,and make themſelues Loꝛds. 


TO one that is accuſtomed fo line loſe and at libertye,e- 

nerp chaine is waighty,and euery bond dothpinch, al⸗ 
though to finde a violent ſtate with a god Pzince, is al- 
molt impoſſible : fo2 of neceſſifte it is conuenient, either 
that they become like; oz elſe that ſpedilye the one oz the 
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Hat Cittie that would maintaine it ſelfe moze by ſects 


240 T 
at home without oppoſition: of neceſſitpit comes to paſſe, 
that it deuide it ſclfe, foꝛ from theſe pꝛiuat meanes it can- 
not defend it elk, the which fo2 her ſafette the had fürſte oꝛ⸗ 
dained. 

241 IT Ime is not euer altogether commodions to wozke a 

Mt thing in, in ſuch ſozt, that whoſcener doth expect all the 

— - commodities, 02 elſe doth neuer attempt any thing: ez if 

5 he do attempt it, doth perfozme it fo2 the molt parte to his 

diſaduauntage. 
242 A. S Crconices which otherwiſe ſhould be ſmal, become 

| in warres capitall, hauing againf him a pzepared e- 

5 nemp, which giues no time to vnderſtand them, but doth 

3 indeuour himſelfe to encreaſe them with induſtrie, ſears 

ching alwaies to dꝛawe the vico21e wholpe vnto him: fo 
in line ſozte, ſmall errours made in demaunding of ho- 
nours, become moſt areuous and heauye, and a ſniall 

E / mutation of our willes doth engender in vs great ef- 

Ih 243 — is apparentlye ſene, that when anye reſolution is 
= made, either with ouer (pedpe oz wich ouer great affec- 
fion:;alwaics we dw that whtchis euill, foꝛ ſo much as the 
one dothnot aiue vs time to finde out and diſcipher thoſe 
things that ought tobe cõſidered of befoze we conclude : 
the other doth ſo buſie and occupy our mindes that it doth 

1 | not ſuffer vs to know any thing, but that which doth vꝛge 

| at that inſtant. To theſe two ſoꝛts of men two other may 

„ be iopned, and that is that we finde ſome, that although 

4 they haue ſufficient time to be able to conſider and are 

1 boyde of affection ;neuertheleſfſe,thzongh a certain natu⸗ 

rall folly oꝛ incapacity,o2th2zougha continuall negligence 


o àccompliſhments to the purpoſe. 
244 WZ our atfaires are reduced into ſuch tearmes, 
that there rematnes no other hope then the p2out- 
dence }- 


and factions then by lawes: when one ſec doth remain 


they vſe in their affaires: do neuer perfoꝛm any god thing 4 
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dente of God: to hazard and aduenture, enter in, to ſup⸗ 
plye the place of reaſon and of pzudence, in ſuch ſoꝛte that 
we ought not to leaue offto attempt thoſe thinges that 
ſeeme vnto vs to be of ſmall foundation, in reſpect of hu- 
maine pꝛudence: foz ſo much as our moſt bleſſed Sautour 
and God, many times, to the intent to make the wiſe- 
domes of the wozlde appeare vaine, ſuffers a ſeme certain 
ſozte of people, to runne into great calamities: fo2 that he 
both gine and ſend vs his mercie, in thoſe cauſes in the 
which the grounds of reaſon doth faile vs. | 
E as inelancholly and heauines of the minde vnder 245 
which Jeloſie is compꝛehended: euen as ſuſpition, 

feare, and (uch other humours chaunce vnto men and to 
their mindes: lo likewiſe doth the very (ame fall out in 
the negotiation of our affaires, fo2 ſo much as after be⸗ 
ginning is giuen to any enterpziſe, the miniſter t executoz 
fherof be not patient to conſerue it whole: then will ariſe 
vato him infinite accidents, which will be apt to bzing him 
into infirmitie, and moꝛeouer to make him dye. Therfoze 
it ts neceſſary befoze things are moued,to conſider well of 
all thoſe contraries that may fall out, as well of the Am⸗ 
baſſadours parte, as of his Pꝛinces parte, and as well of 
thole with whome he ſhall negotiate, as of euerpe other 
perſon. 


is à wonderful and very perilous parte foꝛ him that 246 


goes about to ſet at liberty any people, that in any caſe 
deſires to remaine in ſeruitude and lauerie, 
T is a perillous matter to nouriſh one that hath great 


reputation vniuerſallpe, oz as it is caſte to oppꝛeſſe and 247 


withſtand diſo2ders at the beginning, ſo ſuffering them to 
encreaſe. it is a moꝛe hard matter to peeld remedye. 
(3 Dod Citizens, in the gouernment of Common- 


wealthes,ought to take ſo much as is giuen them of 248 


men and the lawes: and in ſo doing they ſhall neither in⸗ 
curre perrill noz enuie: foz that which a man doth take, 
and not that which is giuen vnto a man, doth cauſe him 

| J. to 


249Þ 


. 


250 


251 J 


The Quinteſcence of Wit. 


to be hated, and ſuch perſons ſhal obtaine moze then thoſe 
that going about to get other mens poztions loſe their 


own : and befoze they loſe the ſame, liue in continual grit 


and ſozrowe. 


Oꝛ that ſeruilitie doth dꝛawe after it the eſfedes and 
humoures of feare, and that by ſo much the moze, by 
bow much it is violent and baſe, it falles out of neceſſitie, 
that no leſſe the Tirant then he that is firanniſed, ſhould 
be full ot terrour and feare : foꝛ he that commaunds oner 
ſeruile perſons is not fre, and a Tirant being ſuch a one, 
it followes that he ſhould be ſeruile as well as his people: 
and ſo both of the one ſide and the other doth ariſe fozcible 
actes and great indignities, in ſuch maner 2 feare ee 


alwates ſpzing and encreaſe. 


Rmes,Lawes, and dtuine honours in a wel gonerned 
Citie oꝛ Common-wealth,can neuer be ſeperated but 
with delkruction ofenery one of them, fo2 that being vni⸗ 
ted together, they are maintained entire ruling one an o⸗ 


ther, and ſo ſone as they are diſſeuered: that which per⸗ 


aduenture without his two companions, did ſeeme by it 
ſelfe to be ſufficient : doth ſpedilye fall ifit be not ſuccou- 


red, wherfoze it is requiſite that they haue the thz& qua⸗ 


lities ofthe ſoule oꝛ minde of man: which is Uigilatiue, 
Senſatiue,and Intellediue: which are not to make the 
ſoules, but one onlpe act by the operation of thz& powers, 
and ſo conſequentlye we are of no value in humaine per⸗ 
fections ; without recipꝛocall aide and helpe. 


N warfare, valour and art are of great wozthines, but 
their perfection conſiſtes in knowing how to vſe mozrall 
vertues: and vnderſtanding poleticke affaires: and in 
treading the kot ſteppes of ancient and good Captaines. 


252 | N the times and caſes impoztant in warfare, we ought 


to giue intire authoꝛitie to him that doth merite the 
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ſame, and to put in him the full managing thereof, pet 
with this p2oniſo, that he haue about him Counſellers 
'of god vnderſtanding, with whome he may conferre all 
the whole courſe of his enterpꝛiſes. 


] H the accidents ofhumaine chaunces, donbtfull cauſes, 5; 
are alwaies conſulted vpon: fo2 if appertaines not to 
make any conſultation vpon thoſe that be certaine: foz 
boubts do ſpzing of that which is within the compaſſe 
and power of chaunce, and not of pꝛudence: wherefoze 
we. ought to conſider how many partes there is within 
the one and the other: foz inconſultation when a man is 
not conſtrained by neceſſitie, and his beginning dooth 
depend wholye of his owne will, which is altogither free: 
he doth toſſe in his minde touching the ſucceſſion of his en- 
terpꝛiſe, whither is greater, his hope oz his feare: and 
takes reſolution not to attempt the ſame, when meare 
chaunce is to haue greateſt fozce : and contrariwiſe to at⸗ 
tempt the lame when pꝛudence ought to haue the greater 
E that is meanelye wicked, and likewiſe he that is 
meanelye god, doth euill in the handes of one that 
is verpe mightilye wicked, but the verye mightye good 
perſon, doth ouercome the very mighty euill perſon. 


VV Hen Common wealthes are well adminiſtred, the 
perſecutions of the enuious which thzough our 
god woozkes they pꝛadiſe againſt vs, da fall out to be to 
our greater aduauncement: fo2 being conſtrained by the 
trueth, to bzing foꝛth and perfourme actes contrarye to 
their motions and pzoceding: they do that againſt vs, 
which a Racket doth againſt a tennice ball, the which by 
how much the moze it is ſtricken, by ſo much the moze it 
doth reboundin height, and therefoze in ſtead of abaſing 
as, they dw exalte vs. 


12 At is 


159 WE a Pꝛince is ſought vnto by any great perſo⸗ 
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r is no doubt but that other mens continuall ſeueritie, 
255 doth exalſperate our mindes, but euen as the ouer · much 
fatherly pardoning ſuffers the childe to runne aftraye to a 
licentious and a diſobedient life: euen ſo the ouer-great 
abundance of pleaſures in a Pꝛince, doth ſpople his Citi⸗ 
zens and his Souldiers, and is pet an occaſion of greater 
domage, when it is vſed with perſons of account & degre: 
ſoz thoſe that be heads and pꝛincipalles by offering things 
not lawfull, take poſſeſſion and become maiſters of their 
adminiſtrations: and beſides that by little and litle to be 
their ſuperiours: And mozeoucr, their inſolence mape 
wozke moꝛe pernitious effects then can that of the multi⸗ 
fade, it being very eaſie to knowe, whither many perſons 
gathered together bend themſelues, as it is a thing of 
difficile vnderſtanding to diſcipher the lecrets of one man 
alone. 


257 \VE may graunt vnto our frænds and vnto god Pꝛin⸗ 


tes, the entire poſſe ſſion of our gods & of our liues, 
but not of our ſoule: if they cauſe vs to do vniuſt and diſ⸗ 
honeſt actions. 


258 W Hen tbe multitude are not well pleaſed with their 


Pꝛince, by beholding the like lacknes in others, and 
that they all remain in 5 ſelfeſame tcarms,they are much 
leſſe afflicted, and likewiſe foz that not without great cauſe 
they vnite themſelues to rebell againſt a gods legitimate 
Pꝛince, they ſuppozte and beare his diſpleaſure: After 
thꝛough the aboundance of people in a ſtate of ſundꝛie and 
diuers humours, and that foꝛ the molt part are of a weake 
bnderſfanding, by little and little they fozget the ſame: 
ut when a man of great account doth not reſt ſatiſfied 
touching any his impo2tant requeſt, he retaines the dil⸗ 
daine in the deapth of his minde : and accoꝛding to the oc⸗ 
currence,may conuert it into a pernitious execution. 


nage, fo2 any thing of impoꝛztance: and that he will 
not 


—— 
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not graunt the ſame : he ought to conſider of two things. 
The one is the neceſſarpe circumſtances, that is to ſape, 
thoſe things wherof doth ſpꝛing enill ſatiſfacion, the per⸗ 
ſon that is cuill content, and the time wherein the ſame 
doth occurre: the other is to be adnertiſed and haue in 
memozy, to tount erpeaſe one benefite with one that bath 
been refuſed and reiected. 
He adminiſtration of a peaceable ſtate, is that which 260 
doth conſerue thoſe things that are gained in time of 
war, x as the ſtudies of peace peld tiuil pꝛudence, d which 
doth accommodate our diſcourſe touching the maner how 
to make warres : ſo ltkewiſe they maintaine them, after 
we haue bꝛought backe victozie: Fo2 the facultie fo ex⸗ 
erciſe warres againſt our enemies foiling thoſe men that 
are not god, but in the ſame: come to hands together, to 
confend and to ererciſe in ſome ſozt their wittes and their 
fozces,in the which they are of value, being conſtrained by 
their nature and diſcipline, to wwzke accozding to their 
knowledge,and accoꝛding to their abilitie. 
AS Souldiour is like onto bzight Steele the which 261 
doth kep his bꝛight ſhining gloſſe whilſte it is in con⸗ 
tinnall exertiſe, but being not wꝛought withall takes ruſt; 
ruſt bꝛeeds to an eating cancker, and cancker makes cons 
tagion, in ſuch ſozt, that right Souldiours which are not 
good: fo any other end then to manage and handle wea⸗ 
pons, in times of peace they ſuffer great damage in them⸗ 
ſelues: and cauſe others fo be pertakers therok. 
@ Juilitie and warfare, ought necefarily to be toyned , 262 
together: foꝛ conſtraining the wicked to take armes, 
if we be not well pꝛouided and of god vnd erſtanding 
either the common quiet will be continuallp diſturbed, 
oꝛ elſe we muſt chaſe them out of the Cifie and State: al- 
though the ſame be ruled with a very god gouernment. 
Z falls out often in cõtentions that he which ſeeth him- , 63 
ſelfe excluded, oꝛ that is fauoured of himſelfe, doth runne 


headlong ſetting aparte all reſpects) rather to ſome third 
1 perſon, 
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A perſon, then to gine place vnto him that doth oppoſe him⸗ 
1 ſelle againſt his intention. 
18 4 Mien haue no greater enemies then ouer- great pzo- 
1 V Aſperities, foz that it makes them impotent of 
1 themſelues: licentious, and bolde to commit cuill, and 
1 deſirous to deſturbe their pꝛoper benecfites and gods, with 
* new denuiſes. 
21286 5 T Pe inkamie of fimeritie: hurtes Generalls and Cap- 
* taines, moze then theglozy of vicozie dooth benefite 
them: foꝛ temeritie commits many errours, and is attri⸗ 
1 buted wholy to the Captaine, but the pꝛoſperous ſucceſſe 
= in matters of warfare at the leaſt, accoꝛding to the opini⸗ 
1 on of men, is communicated to many. 
266 [Tis the office and parte of a wiſe Generall caſting in 
1 his minde, how often it is necelſarpe in warres to varie 
x deliberations, accoꝛding to the varietie of the accidents: 
* to feare and accommodate from the beginning ſo much as 
h  lyesinhim;p;ouidently foz all chaunces,and foꝛ all coun⸗ 
== ſelles, fo; euen as the happie ſuccelle ofenterpziſes, gaine 
A tothe Generall the bencuolence of p Armie: lo thoſe that 
are vnfoztunate get him hate and euill will, 


; 267 A Pꝛudent man ought not to ſuſpect that ſmal credit and 
faith is giuen vnto him: and ik he ſuſpect the ſame, he 
muſt ſo oꝛder the malter, that the wicked do not knowe 
that he hath ſuſpition of the ; to the intent that through 
keare, licence do not increace in them, and that they 
take not away their diligence e pꝛomptnes from others. 


4 , { 
* 8 5 7 by * & + lac * 4 "0 5 r fax 2 44% 
0 re Sd Ae MC BT dt, ur SN bet "> WE 9 + A OWE 
F Ne n n e 
r ne e N 2 = 
: EEE g NF 9 r > 


— newe doubts, it is either god to faigne not to 
knowe them, oz elſe cloake them, not confirming them 
wy belcening them: fo2 ſo much as foz the moſt parte either 
they are altogither falſe.oz elſe much leſſe then that which 
1 is belæued of them. 
; Lc 190 ſe which exhoꝛt vs to dw any thing in the night, are 
2 gttentimes moued to commit ſome licktious errours, 
03 
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times with infamic, acco2ding as they be either happye oz 
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foz that the night couers in them that which the daye doth 
diſcouer, which is either feare oz ſhame. 
Rinces in the hands ol whom, God did place fo2 no o⸗ = 
ther end, rule & empire, but to the intent men might 
haue recourſe from the bnmoueable and dead la wes, vn⸗ 
to the quick and bzeathing : if with the adozned wozks of 
charitie thep do not ſearche to imitate them: they are not 
onely greeucnſlye repꝛehended of euerp one, but they do 
deſeruedlye incurre the diſpleaſure and hatred of his de⸗ 
uine maieſtie. 
VV Arres at home are much moze difficile andperril- 271 
lous then abꝛoade: foz defence is made moze eaſilpe 
abzoade and a farre off, then at home by our owe does: 
but it it be at home, it is no ſound counſell to remoue it 
further, befoze that which is nere and at hand be exſtin⸗ 
guiſhed. ? 
"Pm malignitie and the impꝛudence of miniſters and 272 
officers about Pztnces, mape do muche that other 
thꝛough negligence do not apply their affaires, oꝛ though 
wante of capacitie do not diſccarne of them; ſelues god 
counſell from euill. 
T Oe euent of things is commonlye had in conſiderati⸗ x 
on of men by the which ſometimes with pꝛaiſe ſome⸗ 273 


ouerthwart, do alwaics attribute to councell that which 
oftentimes p2occeds of foꝛtune. 
1 firſt and the cheefeſt pꝛaiſe in militarie diſcipline, 

conſis moꝛe in not putting our ſelues in perill withs 
out neteſſitie, in making the indeuours of our aduerſaries 
vaine: by induſtrie, by patience, and by arte: then by figh- 
ting moſt couragiouſſp oz furiouſip. 
The multitude haue bene accuitomed to take pleaſure £ 
in ſweet and delicate counſelles, rather then in thoſe 75 
that ve mature andripe, and oftentimes account them 
foʒ woꝛthie perſons that do not meaſure their affaires 
p2udently. © 
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276 T ©do benefites to him that doth perſwade himſelfe, fo 


haue receiued many iniuries: are not ſaffictent tocan- 


ſell out of his euill diſpoſed minde the memozye of the of- 
fences: chefely when the benefiteis don in ſuch a time, 
that it ſeemes it pzoceedes moze of neceſſitie then of any 
voluntary deſire. 


„ 


faires & actions, are diſperſed abzoade fo y moſt parte 
in a farre diſagreeing ſozt from that which is true in ef- 
fed: foz it falles to be commodious foz them to do one 
thing, whilſte the wozlde doth beleeue another thing. 
. is a moſt deſired and ſacred thing, when it doth 
aſſare vs from ſuſpitions, when it doth not augment 
perrilles, when it doth induce men to be able to reſt, and 
to lighten them of expences: but when it bzings fwzth con⸗ 
trarie cffecs, and pernitious warres vnder the name of a 
traitetous and diſceitfull peate, it is a peſtiferous venome 
vnder the name ofa hoaleſome medicine. 
9 — ganas are the eyes and the eares of States, 
and the other offices the epes of Pzinces , but woe 
be vnto that Pzince, that ſometimes doth not ſ without 
thoſe eyes. 
q 0 K Here is great difference bet wixt hauing of the Sub- 
. iects deſperate, and the hauing of them mal · content: 
fo2 the firſt do not thinke vpon any other thing then vpon 
the change and the mutation of the State, the which they 
goe about to perfozme, with the hazard of manp perrils: 
the ſecond deſire newe thinges, but they do not ſtirre 
vp occaſions, but expe the comming of them by them- 
ſel ues. 
281 We ought to o foꝛ effectes and not foꝛ demonttrati⸗ 
ons, and ſuperficiall ſhowes and pzoceedings in cau- 
ſes: and pet neuertheleſſe it is an incredible thing, what 
grate + fauour,curteſie and humanity doth obtaine vs a⸗ 
monglt men,J indge the reaſon is, ſoʒ that every one doth 
<a and eſteeme himſelfe to merite much moze then he 


Pe counſelles and the ſecret grounds of Pzinces al- 


doth 
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doth deſerne oꝛ merite: and therefoze he becomes diſplea⸗ 

ſed when he perceiues, that that account is not made of 

him that ſemes to appertaine vnto him. 

8 can not be well gouerned without ſeueritie, 
but it ought to be mixt with dexteritie: by making 

great demonſtrations, to the intent the people map bes 

laue that crueitie doth not pleaſe the, but that thou duſt 


31 


282 


Y vle it ofneceſlitie, foz the cummodit pe of the Common⸗ 


weaith, | 
A Van mutt alwaies kepe and reſtraine htmſelfe from 
thoie things that do hurt oꝛ not beneſite: therefoꝛe he 
ought not to ſpeake any thing that doth diſpleaſe, neither 
1 pꝛeſence noꝛ in abſence, without neceſſitie: fo2 it is a 
great follie to make people our enemies without purpoſe. 


H thoſe things that may impoꝛte, is to be called beaſts 
ive: but he that doth knowe them befoze hand, and doth 
enter into them francily, either thꝛough neccſitie 02 fo2 
ſome honourable occaſions, is to be called a moſt coura⸗ 
gious man. 
14 E doth erre and is much diſceiued that doth ſay that 
letters and ſtudy ſpoile the bꝛaines of men, although 
perchaunte it be true in thoſe that haue weak and vnſtap⸗ 
ed heads: but where learning findes a god naturall wit, 
it makes it perfec:fo2 a god nature iopned with a gad ac⸗ 
tident, makes an excellent compoſition. 
T Vat giozy is to be accounted vaine the which is gained 
02 ſought out by the iniruie of others: but that is the 
true, honeſt and immoꝛtall glozype, which is gained not by 
the deſtruction of people, and the ouerthzowe of Cittics: 
but by p knitting and vniting them in god concozd, doth 
giue them aſſured quietnes, and doth deliuer them from 
theſozrowes and mileries that doth afflic them, 


N 


Cw and vnacculfomed counſelles, at the firffe ſight 
ſeeme to be god and glozious,but they fall out after 
5 BB, Wards 
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E that enters into perrilles without conſidering of 284 
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wards without doubt, fo be moze fallible and moze perri- 


lous.then thoſethat reaſon and experience hath appꝛoued 


in all ages, and amongſt all men, 
299 AL! the fruite that is reaped by hauing ouercome, 


conſiſtes in the well vſing of the vicozie , and not 
to vſe the ſame well: the infamie is ſo much greater 
then not to ouercome, by how much the moze it is a 


greater faulte to be deceiued of thoſe thinges that are 


in the power of them that are deceiued, then of thoſe that 
depend of Foztune, 


28 Je common people neither haue no2 vſe any mean, foꝛ 


when they do not doubt, they endenour themſelnes to 
make others afraide: and when they are afraide thems 
ſelues, then they may without perrills be managed. 


290 1 and headlong determinations, appertaine 


vnto him that hath difficile and ſiniſter ſtate, oz vnto 
him that is pꝛicked fozward with ambition and couetoul⸗ 
nes to make his name famous, and dooth feare that he 


Hall want time. 


Lis fit fo2 pꝛudent men,fo conſider the perrilles which 
lye hid vnder hope and conetouſnes,and much moze the 
end then the beginning of any thing. 
\ / D2ldly affaires are all of them ſubtect to many per⸗ 
rilles, but wiſe men know that all that which is euil 
and may chaunce , comes not euer foꝛward, foz either by 
the benefice of foztune oz of chaunce, many perils become 
vaine , many baniſhe awape th2zough pꝛudence and in⸗ 
duſtrie, and therefoze we ought not to confound keare 
with p2udence. 
93 | Vole are not tobe reputed fo: wiſe, that pzeſuppoſe 
fo; certaine all thoſe perrils that are o2 ſeme doubttul, 
and being afraide all thinges rule themſelnes in their de- 
terminations, (as if all were to ſucceed and come to paſſe ) 
o2 rather in no caſe, can we call thoſe pzudent and wile, 
that are moze affraide of future things then they ought ; 
Foz to deſerue the name of wiſe and to be had in pꝛaiſe, ap⸗ 
pertaines 
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reuolue in theſelues, how often men ſometimes haue by 
chaunce, ſometimes by foꝛzce, valour and vertue, made free 
themſeluesfrom many difficulties, 
VV. Iſe men, that in their deliberations doo call no lefle , 
info counſell, hope then feare : neither pꝛeſuppoſe 
and take ſoz cerfaine,vncertaine euents: do not ſo caſilye 
refuſe and reiect pzofitable and honourable occaſions , as 
rai} men do. 
W.Äenas the deſire to enlarge, oꝛ the ielouſte to main⸗ 
tain, oꝛ the feare to loſe, doth once enter into the 
minde of a Pꝛince, he neuer thinkes vpon, either the cir- 
2 cumitances of giuen faith, the bonds of freendſhip, oꝛ recei⸗ 
ued beacfifes: an example hereofmay be taken of Lodo- 
wick Sforce, who in change to ſhewe himſelfe gratefull ta 
Charles the eight, foz the benefifes receiued of him: not 
onely,did not defend him from the perrill of looſing the 
ſtate, but did helpe to chaſe him out of /-a/ye, by violating 
the faith of amifie: bzeaking in ſunder the league, and iop⸗ 
ning himſelfe to his enemies, only in refpect to kepe and 
pꝛelerue his eſtate, and foz feare of the ouer great riũng, 
might and power of Bing Charles. 


Tis an impzudence and a puſillanimitie, where the 
health and ſafefie of all perſons is touched and had in 
diſcourſe, fo bzing indignities into conſideration $ and 
not fo knowe how to fozce himlelfe to perfozme the conſt- 
deration of the State, befoze his pzoper will and af- 
fecttons. 
| N faking of counſell, many thinges are to be had reſpec , 
3 vnto,butpzincipallye two, pꝛudence in him that hath fo 
receiue counſell, and fidelitie in him that is to giue coun⸗ 
ſell: foz ſo much, as counſell being nothing elſe but a 
well conſidered diſcourſe of certaine thinges, whither 
they are to be doone, oz _ fo be doone: if he & 
2 is to 
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pertaines muche moze to thoſe that be couragious. Foz 
knowing and conſidering the perrilles, they diſcourſe and 
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A to recetue counſell be not pzudent, he will not receiue 
that which ſhalbe offered him as fo2 the beſt : but will fol⸗ 
lowe that which is moſt agreeable to his owne minde : foz 
ik he be not pzudent,foliſhe thinges, will pleaſe him: and 
not being capable of that which is god and true, he will 
followe that which is naught and fooliſhe : and ſo peruer⸗ 
ting all oꝛder, it will neuer be poſſible foz him either to per 
fozme wozks,0; giue end to any action that will fall out 
well. And on the other ſide, if he that giues counſell be not 
faithfull : he will ſo cunningly with a thouſand cullours, 
= couer and ſhadowe the truethes, dꝛawing him back to his 
3 intent, end, and purpoſe : and winding in the receiver 
3 with counſel, that he beleening him, in the ende (hall finde 
himſelfe to be diſceiued: and ſo hauing taken and taſted 
wicked and naughtye counſell,fo2 that which is god: he 
will call to memoꝛpe, but ouer-late, the vnfaithfulnes of 
his Countellour. 
2 298 [| Þpoztant conſultations in matters of fate, are con- 
tained vnder flue ſubiectes and rules, about the which 
Gouernours make diſcourſe. That is, either touching the 
reuennues of the State oz Pꝛouince, oz touching peace oz 
warres, 02 touching the garde of Pꝛouinces, oz touching 
bictuailes that are to be bꝛought into 02 taken out of the 
ſatde Pꝛouinces, o2 touching the lawes, vpon which ak⸗ 
% faires he that dooth conſult,cannot doo it well, vnleſſe he 
Af be well info2zmed therof: and mozeouer, of all the circum 
| kances touching which he is to giue counſell. 


299 * ought to tanke care, not onelp: not to take coun⸗ 
ſell of him that hates him, but alſo of thoſe perſons 

that carrpe hate to others: althongh they were the ene⸗ 
mies of him that is counſelled. To the intent, that he by 


accepting ſuch counſell, it chaunce not vnto him to cha⸗ 


OT 


þ - ſeice any one ofhis enemies, 02 peraduenture moꝛe then | 
BS be that counſells him, that be failnot into (ome tnconue- | 


1 nience, not able to be remedied. 
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Aibe affaires and pꝛouiſions foz warres, he eught nos” 
to varie from his purpoſe, but ought to be reſolute in his 
enterpziſes : foʒ ſo much, as to remaine in a doubtfull 
minde and to hang in luſpence, bending himſecife ſomtimes 
to do one thing, ſometimes another, doth cauſe many diſ⸗ 
oꝛders, but which doth greatly impozte,is: that he gipes 
time to the enemy,not ſo much to thini:e vpon the waies 
how to defend himſelfe, as to make pꝛeparations to enda⸗ 
mage and offend thee. 
2 is neceſſary, that he that ſets foꝛ ward o2 doth mone 
any warres, remaine alwaies pꝛepared and watchfull, 0 
and intentiue in his minde, fo euerpe accident oz chaunce 
that ariſeth: and be making of pꝛouiſions fo2 all ſuch 
things as may chaunce to occurre, and fo2 his firſt intenti⸗ 
on, he muſt beware he moue not warres vniultlye : and 
that he pꝛouide he be not alone, to conſider againſt what 
Potentate he doth moue the ſame,that is to ſay: that the 
enemy haue not the pzotection of a Pzince that is moze 
mightpe then he that makes the warres: to examine the 
koꝛces of his aduerſaries, and of his own: and mozcoucr 
of thoſe that may be induced to vnite themſelues with the 


one parte oꝛ the other. 


A New Pztace in making p2outſion of monpe, haty 
greater difficultie then hath a Common - wealth: ſo2- 302 
ſomuch, as it is not poſſible fo2 him that his oꝛdinarie re⸗ 
uennewes, ſhould ſuffice to maintaine him in his eſtate, 
as well fo2 the new expences that are neceſſary fo2 him to 
make,and foꝛ the pꝛeparations and fe2tifications to defed 
his State, as in reſped that he muſt entertaine many caps 
taines in time ot peace to ſerue him ſelfe withall in future 
warres: and moꝛeouer, to maintaine himſelfe towards 
great pꝛinces, of whom a new Paince is conſtrained to de⸗ 
pend: and to intertaine other Pꝛinces, wherin beſides the 
conuentions that is made with them, there doth occurre 


ſundzy other expences: foʒ ſo much as the officers of great 
R 3 perſons, 


Fer that any potentate hath well conſulfed vpon 300 
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perſons, think that they map be able alwaies reaſonablie 
to enrich themſelues by meanes of the giftes ot new pꝛin⸗ 
ces: whilſte it ſemes vnto them, that to dzaw from thoſe 
is not ſo much pꝛoſitable to them, as it is vnto the Pꝛince 
they ſerue: but in a Common - wealth many do willingly 
contribute infinite thinges: carried foꝛ ward with a deſire 
to pꝛocure themſelues greater honours, the which often- 
times falles out, by receiuing due and wozthy rewardes: 
and ik it chaunce they impoſe and appoint neceſſarie taxes 
and paiments to be made: Jt ſeemes that every one doth 
ſuppozte1t eaſilp, whilſt it appeares vnto them, that they 
diſburfſe the ſame fo; their oven pꝛoper pꝛoſit. 

39 3 * V. Hen the charge and care of the Common- wealth 
is ſet vpon the ſhoulders ot one perſon alone, it 

ſemes vnto euery man that it is realonable, that a pꝛince 
abounding in riches, make all the coſts and expence that 
chaunce out of his owne ſtoꝛe, conſidering the p2ofite of 
the enterpꝛiſe ought likewiſe to redownde to himlelfe 
alone: and the mindes of men are naturally moſt pꝛompt 
and readie to examine with extre ame diligence, all the re⸗ 
uenues of the Pꝛince, and to magnifte them, without ma⸗ 
king computacion oꝛ defaulting the expences, and very of- 
ten in repꝛehending mary of theſe things as ouer-aboun⸗ 
dant: and not knowing many of their cauſes, neither ex⸗ 
amining well the degree oꝛ the neceſſitie of the Pꝛince, be⸗ 
come in their paiments recuſants and ſlowe, beſides that 
man do beware and kepe themſetues, ſome fo2 that the 
fame ſhall not go abꝛoad that he is rich, and otherſome foz2 
that they wil not haue their pꝛinte to grow into ſuſpition. 
Mbition in the Generail ol an Army, doth oftentimes 
ruinate whole States and Pꝛouinces, fo2 p they giue 

no end to their warres, whilſte with their honour o2 with 
thier aduauntage thev may make them: to the intent he 
map endure the longer in his Generallſhip, oz elſe ſomes 
times they do demaund ſuch honours oꝛ ſuch authozities 
that it is farre ouermuch: And verye often ik they do 2 
"ova ne 
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obtaine the ſame, they become diſpleaſed, and do nothing 
that is god, oꝛ elſe, obtaining the lame, they become oucr 
pꝛoud oꝛ damageable to the States they ſerue. 


There is nothing moze perilous, in reſpect of what po⸗ 


tentate ſoeuer, then the contention, emulation and 305 


the ſtrife foz firſt and chefeft pꝛelerments amongſt many 
Captains, oz fo ſend his ſouldiers to any enterpꝛiſe with⸗ 
out a head: foz ſa much, as in warres it impoꝛtes to haue 
a head that knowes how to commaund, and officers that 
will obay and put in execution thoſe things that are com⸗ 
mitted vnto them: fo2 that the one oz the ather ok theſe 


thinges being taken away, there ariſeth tonluſton, able 


not onely to dꝛiue in diſoꝛder what armie ſocuer, although 
moſt valiant:but alſo, what other thing ſoeuer that were 
mo;e michty, «70 

O Ne of thoſe pꝛincipall thinges that a Generall ought 306 

to haue next vnto foꝛce and valour, J would wiſhe it 

ſhould be fidelifte : that which is to be pzeferred aboue all 
other things, who ought not neither foz diſpleaſure, anger, 
o2 foz any thing elſe, faile of that which is lowked fo2 he 
ſhould do: and chefely towards that Paince oꝛ potentate 


which he ſerues to the intent nothing may come vnto him 


that ſhould be his ruine oꝛ his ſhame, 


VI En ought to haue care to do their thinges well and 307 


A vertuouſlp.it they will become gloꝛious and wozthy 
pꝛaiſe, foꝛ ſo much, as of gloꝛp, vertuous actions do not a⸗ 
riſe: but of vertuous deeds,doth ſpꝛing glozy. 


15 He deſire of gods doth ſpzing of a baſe and euill com- 
pounded minde: if it be fo2 any other conſideration, 
then that we may enioy þ ſame, but the life of men in this 
wozld being fo coꝛrupted as it is, whoſoeuer deſires repu⸗ 
tation, it is neceſſarꝑ that he deſire gods: foz that by them 
vertue doth ſhine and is had in eſtimation, whereas in a 

3 a poze 


309 MI Any do agre that the ſtate of one man alone is bet 
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poꝛe man it is ſmally knowne and lefle eſtæmed. 


ter when it is gad, then that of many oz of fewe; als 
though likewiſe god: ſo in like maner, we mape contlude 
that, that of one alone mape become mo2e caſilye wicked, 
then that of manp: and when it is wicked, then becomes 
it wurlt of all and ſo much the moꝛe wicked is if, by how 


muche it goes fo2ward in ſucceſſion, fo2 it comes verpe 


rarcly to paſſe, that vnto a god and wiſe Father dath luc⸗ 
cd a Sonne like vato him. Therkoꝛe J would that thoſe 
that make pꝛofeſſion of pollicie and gouernment, would 
reſolue me of a doubt, (all the conditions, qualities, and 
perrtiles, being conſidered) which ſkate is moſt to be deſi⸗ 
red in a Cittie oz a Common wealth, either to fall vnder 
the gouernement of one alone, oꝛ of manp, oꝛ of fewe. 


— is no great matter fo2 an Emperour 62 Bing, vſing 
310 


oftentune the ſharpenes and cffec of ſeueritie, to make 
himſelfe redoubted: fo2 that Subieges become eaſilpe as 
raid of thoſe that be able to foꝛce, ruinate, and ouerthꝛow 
them with any caſte execution: but J commend thoſe 
muche, that with little ſharpenes and executions, knowe 
how to obtaine and to maintaine the name of terrible and 
ſeuere. 


1 ſelfeſame enterpꝛiſes, which being attempted 
311 


out of due time, are moſt difficile and impoſſible, whe 
they are accompanied with time and occaſion, are moſt 
eaſie to be done: therefoze they are not to be attempted 
but in their due times, fo2 by doing them out of their 
time: they do not onelp not ſucceed, but it makes the mat- 
ter perrillous to fall out, in that they haue bene attemp⸗ 
ted, that they ſhould ſpoyle that time, in the which they 
might eaſily haue been perfourmed. Therfoze thoſe that be 
patient are accounted foz wiſe men, 
iz I vele remembꝛances o2reco2ds are not alwaies fo be 
obſeruedindiſtinclye, foz that in ſome particular cau⸗ 
1 haue ſundzy reaſons they ſhould fall out not to 


be 
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be god, and what thoſe caſes be, cannot be compꝛehended 
vader any rule, neither can there any bake be found that 
each the ſame: but it is neteſſarie that this light be 
firſt had or nature, and afterwardoferperience, 
TO binde aut notes and recozds tos the pzofit of one per- 313 
ſon, is a hard and difficull thing: but it is much moꝛe 
difficile to exetuts the lame: foz that oftentimes a man 
knowes them, but knowes not how to put them in action 
and erccution :therefoze whoſoeuer will die them, let him 
fozce his nature, and therin to make a habite by d meanes 
whereof he ſhall perfozme fa much as is taught him: and 
beſides that there ſhall fall out to be perfourmed and den, 
without trauaile, all that what ſoeuer reaſan doth com- 
maund him, oz that experience doth teach him. 
T Vere be two times that are chafely god to do our af 3 1 
faires in: the one, when we ſe the enemve occupied in 
other affaires: and the other when he is atkliged, as 3 
haue oftentimes compꝛehended by experience, 
A Mbition doth enfozce many Perſons fo become falſe, 31 
to ſhut vp one thing cloſe in their bꝛeaſt, and to haue ) 
an other pꝛompt and ready in their tung to iudge of amity 
- and of emnetie, not by the meaſure of effeas, but by pꝛo⸗ 
fit: And to carp greater nountie in their countenante then 
in their mindes. 
Mbitton is a vicenerer to vertue, then couetouſmes: 316 
foz that men of valour and men of vile diſpoſiftion, do 
deſire and encreaſe equallp, gloꝛve, honour, and ſignozpe, 
but the firſt doth direct his pace to the true wap, and this 
other, becauſe he wants god arts, doth wozk by deceites 
and fraude. 
He amitie of the Common-wealth, ought fo pꝛeſerue 
if ſelfe, rather in publick then in pꝛiuate: leauing off, 319 
to giue gifts oꝛ pꝛeſents to anꝝ one: ſoʒ not without per- 
kill, that is bought of fe we, which appertaines to many. 
Mas by fraude and by theftes rather then by good g 


artes ores mag attaine to rule, empire 
A. * 
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and honours, as though ſupꝛeme and chafelt offices are of 
themſelues cleare and magnificent, and not reputed to be 
luch, as the vertue of thoſe be that ſuſtaine and beare 
them. 
319 Mlaue do ſeek foz the offices of Paieſtrates, not after 
| one maner and one ſelle arte: and in like ſoꝛte after 
5 they haue obtained the ſame, they gouerne the ſame; 
= firite they are indultrious, ſuppliant, modeſt, and after 
1 with pultronoꝛie and in pꝛide do lead their age. 
3232720 A ©enerall oz Captaine,doth attend and take reſpec 
f with pzudence and with carefulneſſe to his affaires, 
and to the enemies, and doth know that which is god, 02 
that which is pernicious in the one and the other: he fpies 
out his pꝛoceeding, his counſeiles, and doth pꝛeuent his 
trappes and deceites: neither ſuffer anp thing negligent⸗ 
ly about himſelfe, no aſſured about them. 
321 Generall oz Captaine ought to pꝛouide foz euerpe 
thing, no other wiſe the if he had not giuen in charge as 
ny ol his affairs, not ſo much in reſpec yhe ſhould miſtruſt 
oʒ doubt that his commaundemet ſhould not be executed: 
but to the intent his Souldiours ſhould willinglye ſcck to 
match and imitate his, in trauaile andpaines taking. 
322 enn 02 captain, although death were pꝛeſent be⸗ 
| fo2e his face, yet ought he rather to ſtap himſelfe reſo⸗ 
lutelp. Then betraping and abandoning thole that he doth 
leade, giue pardon to his vncertaine life with a ſhamekull 
flight. 
323 \/ Neto a Generall comes greater ſozrowe and grefe 
thꝛough the wicked cuſfomes and behautours of his 
Souldiours, then helpe oz god hope thzongh their multi⸗ 
tude, the which is confirmed much moꝛe by ſhunning then 
* - By chaſteüng of errours. j 
„ All thoſe 5 are to giue counſell vpon any matter,ought 
324 to be void ot hate, without amitie in that reſpect, with⸗ 
aut anger ⁊ without mercy, J may ſape that the like is to 
. be obſerued when Aer is to be giuen vpon the cauſe 
= 41 eur one. | 
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TL is a thing truely very difficile to be full of valour in 325 
battaile, and god in counſell, foꝛ the one is accuſtomed ; 
fo2 the moſt part to bzing feare thꝛough pꝛudence, and the A 
other ſmall conſultation thzough andacitie, | 
ors if foztune do enuie, their valour ought not to 326 
faile in hart and courags without reuenge, neither ſuf- 
fer themſelues, being taken like beaſts.rather to be cut to 
peces, then fight like valiant men, and leaue vnto their e- 
nemies the vidozie, lamentable and blodpe. ” 
E that is to pꝛognoſticate and diuine of other mens 
determinations, ought if he will not to deceiue him- 3-7 
ſelle, to haue in conſideration not ſo much that, that a wiſe 
man would think meet to be don, as what the bzaine and 
nature of the perſon is which bath to determine. 
E Nuie1s a ſoꝛrow and greefe that we haue at the gods 328 
which other men poſſeſſe, and cannot be ſhunned but 
of thoſe that be miſerable. pet neuertheles it may be much 
diminiched, and ſometimes altogither exſtinguiſhed, with 
the vſing of humanitie and curteſie, as contrariwiſe, with 
ouermuch and pꝛoude oſtentation and bzagging, it is infi- 
nitcly kindled and encreaſed: but hate which is a deſire 
that an other man ſhould incurre damage, is auoided ei⸗ 
ther with remaining altogether ſolitarily and quiet apart 
(which appertaines not to a noble perſonage, boꝛne in the 
Common wealth) oz by obtaining that which to our pow⸗ 
er we ought to indeuour our ſelues to obtain, which is the 
gend grace and beneuolence of all perſons vniuerſallp. 
T He Earle Franciſco Carmignuola was accuſtomed to 
ſaye,that p pꝛincipall rule that men ought to obſerue 329 | 
towards Pꝛinces, was not to belæue verpe caſilye that | 
which they ſpeake with their mouth, and that which they 
make outward apparance of;but it is neceſſary to coſiver 
and to diſcipher that which with all reaſon they may ima⸗ 
cine they think in their mindes, that is, that which will 
turne molt commodious fo2 their pꝛofit, and. vpon this 
they maye make the foundations of their deſires and 
thoughts moze then vpon their wozds ; and likewiſe we 
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ought not to haue regarde to the ametie, to the emnitie, 
to the parentage. oz to any thing elſe whatſoeuer amongſt 
them: foz when they perceiue any future p2ofit to ariſe, 
they fo2get all amitie, they quiet all diſdaine, and make 
fmall account of any bzotherhod oz parentage, and do per- 
mit euery reſpect, ſoy therin may be found ſome ſmall co- 
2 lome of honeſtie ſuffictent to ſalue p apparent ſhew therof, 
* yo as a god Phiſition , when he hath tocure the 
E 330 LEinfirmitic of any particular member, it is tonuenient 
3 that he haue care that, that medicine be not hurtfull to an 
- other member: Euen fo a man of State ought alwaies to 
: put his Pꝛince in memoꝛp of thoſe things which wil ſerue 
— © theCommon-wealth fo2 the pzeſernafion therof. 

8 ; 31 \V Pat great diuerſitie and difference there is betwixt 
_ thoſe deds that ſpꝛing of feare and of errour, and be⸗ 
twixt thoſe that are moued of fraud and of euill intent, is 


E manifelt to eyery one. 
= 332 Toe liberty of Citties do cheefely pleaſe God, fo that in 
DB them moze then in anp other ſoꝛt of gouernment, com⸗ 


mon benefifes are conſerued: wherein iuſtice is admini⸗ 
ſtred moze without deſtinction and much moꝛe kindles and 
inflames the mindes of the Citizens, to vie honourable 
and vertuons actions: and finally they haue moze reſpec 
to obſerne religion then other conernments, 
4 333 HE is an vnp2ofitable Citizen, that fo2 any occaſion 
1 doth withdzawe himſelfe to perſwade vnto others 
x that which in himlelte he doth fele fo be the benefit of the 
tf Cominon wealth. 
[ED a man to moderate himſelfe and fo ouertome thoſe 
pꝛoper deſtres his hart couets: is ſo much moꝛe wo2-s 
= - thy of pꝛaiſe, by how much it is a rare thing to be able fo 
5 do it, æ by how much the ottaſtons are moꝛe iuſt wherwith⸗ 
# all the anger and appetite of men is ſtirred vp and moued. 


335 Je filence of a Prince ginen to vemaundes and re⸗ 
E queTs : is tollerable, when it is not done oz pꝛottedes 
. in a deſpiſing maner: and erer belp, 
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fo2 that the lawes, amities, and ſuch other like things, are 
nouriſhed in him: moꝛeouer, it doth helpe cuer-much whe 
a naughty anſwere is ſearde, and it is taken foz a deſpiſing 
of the Pzince, and if it be a iuſt quarrell, armes is taken, 
and doth flie the kault, in that he hath not demaunded the 


things to abtaine it. 
He coniecures of all elections, the which depend of 


much as nothing is moze difficile, then to penetrate and 
enter into the willes of men, altogether ſhut vp from all 
perſons, and open onelp to God: and nothing moe vincer- 
taine, then to eſtabliſh and ſet downe,in lo great a motion 
and reuolution of mindes, vpon what thep wil lettle their 
determinations : neuertheleſſe, ſo farre as mans wit may 
attaine vnto, a wiſe officer ought to indeuour himſelfe ſo 
much as he is able, to do his duetie, and not become terri⸗ 
fied with the greatnes of the act, to the intent to make him 
ſelfe knowne foꝛ pꝛudent, the buſines taking effec : oꝛ of a 
willing minde oz diltgence, by not abandoning any due 
meanes to obtaine the end of his deſire. 
He opinions of men are ſo ſundꝛye and ſo contrarpe to 
things: And we haue beſides in vs a certaine neceſſitꝑ 
which doth fozce vs to attempte foꝛtune, although we per⸗ 
celine that there reſt in vs a ſmall foundation in demaun⸗ 
ding of the thing: neuertheleſſe, dꝛawne by a certame in⸗ 
ſpiration, we put our ſeiues in perrill to demaunde thoſe 
benefites that we are not woꝛthy to obtaine. This thing 
beſides the examples of hilkozies,bath like wile his reaſon, 
if not thꝛough the iniurie of him that demaunds the lame, 
to thoſe vnto whome the requeſts are made, thꝛough their 
nature, carrying a reſemblance of God: whoſe mercye is 
poured vpon thoſe that ſeek lo it: many times in our own 
demerites, in our own infelicities, in our miſeries, a cer- 
taine ſpirit which is called of the antiquitie Genio, doth 
pick vs fozward to attempt thinges contrarie to all hu⸗ 


maine pzudence: And they fall out lucy ſozte as we ib 
no 


the free will of many, is difficile and incertain: fozlo- 336 
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; lelle oʒ feare ot à future euill although it be greater, vn⸗ 
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not able to unde out the reaſon therof. 
== is no infamie to retire our ſelues, when it is done by 
pꝛudence, neither is it puſilanimitie when it is done to 
refuſe and ſhun to put in doubtfull tearmes, thoſe thinges 
that be certain: when as the appꝛoching end ol the warres 
bath to ſhew to all the wozld, the mature ripenes of coun⸗ 
ſell : fozſomuch as no vicozte is moze p2ofit able, mo2e fas 
mous, oz moꝛe glozious, then that which is gained with- 


out loſſe, and without ſhedding the blood of Houldiours. 


Ven as the minde which comonly ought tobe miltreſſe 

ouer the body, ſhould become a Tirant oner the ſame : 
and knowing the excellency of her ſelfe,ſhould onlpe think 
and care fo2 herſelfe, and would graunt no parcell of the 
time fo the body, he would become weak and feeble: euen 
ſo confrariwiſe, thoſe that make their bodies Loꝛdes oner 
their mindes, in ſafiſfipng their appetites, not graunting 
any parte thereot to their minde: they can neuer become 
vertuous, neither haue any valour in them. 


340 1 without doubt is a thing moꝛe to be de⸗ 


teſted in a Pꝛinte then in a pꝛiuate perſon, not onelpe 
fo2 that hauing moꝛe liberty to diſtribute, he doth dep2ziue 
a man thereof, ſo muche the moꝛe: but alſo, foꝛ that, that 


which a pꝛiuat perſon hath, is all to his own vſe, and may 


be diſpoſed as it pleaſeth himſelte, without the iuſt com⸗ 
plaint of any perſon: but that which a Pꝛince hath, is gi⸗ 
uen him fo2 the vſe and benefite of others. Thereloꝛe if he 
retaine if fo? him ſelfe,he defraudeth men ofthat which he 
dotl; owe vato them. 

He affaires ofthis woꝛlde are ſo variable, and depend 
vpon fo many chaunces and accidents, that very hard⸗ 
lye, we ſhall be able to giue iudgement ol that which is to 
come: and therfoꝛeit is ſeene by experience, that almoſte 
ul waies the coniectures of wiſe men are vain and fallible, 
do not therefoze commend the counſell of thoſe which 
leaue off the commoditie ok a pꝛeſent benelite, although 


leſſe 
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leſſe it be very neer and very certaine, foꝛ that, thoſe things 
not falling out oftentimes, which thou diddeſt doubt of 
though a vaine feare, it comes into thy memoꝛpe, that 
thou haſt left off thoſe things that did pleaſe ther and ther⸗ 


foe that is a wiſe Pzouerb which ſaith ; Di coſa naſce coſa 
er 1 T encpo le gouerna, Affaires ſpꝛing fozth of affaires, and 


Time doth gouerne them. 


Hoſe which giue iudgement in matters of ſtate, J 34 


haue (&n oftentimes ta erre, foꝛ that men do with rea⸗ 
ſon examine that which a P2tnce hath to do, but not that 
which he will dw. 
wv Ell oꝛdered Common wealths do not vſe to ſuffer 


that their confederates, who together with them 3+3 


haue well plaide their partes in their occaſions, ſhould be 
abandoned in their neceſſities. 
M Ightp Common-wealths be accuſtomed not only to 
deſire and will that their confederates andfrendes 
do not loſe any thing: but p euerpe day they may encreaſe 
and make themſelues greater in fauours, in mightines, 
and in honours. 
W Hen a Pꝛince doth followe vertue, he doth merite 
to be pꝛaiſed: foʒ that Pzinces moꝛe then any other 
perſons are inclined fo their appetites:foꝛſomuch, as they 
bauing bene nouriſhed with ſmall chaſtiſement in their 
Childehwd, moſt men endenour themſelues to pleaſe the, 
and to follow them in their waies. 
P fo2 the moſt part are moze ſuſpitious the other 
men,fo2 p they are giuen to vnderſtand ſund2y doubts 
and advertiſements, and very oſten are flattered. * 
16 Pzince that can gaine perſons with well doing, 
beſides his being in the grate ol God: he ſhewes that 
he is not blotted with the vice ol pꝛide, the which pꝛocures 
hate to follow the vertues of perſons. 1255 
When in a Common; wealth ang doth obtaine e take 
vpon him the name of Singuler in what matter 
ſoeuer (althoughtherein he be ignoꝛant) it is a 9 — 
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thing to remone that opinion, foz that men naturallpe 
conceiue and become groſſe with the firſt impzeſſions, 
the which waxing olde, cannot ſo eaſilye be defined and 
plucked out. 
FJ that is ſent to entreate of peace, onght to be faiths 
349 full vato his Pꝛince, and of a meane age: top intent 
that his weakencfle induce him not ta do things that are 
not fit, 02 at his returne to terrifie his Maiſter, moze then 
B is neceſſarie: and that man is rather to be imploped ther⸗ 
1 in. which hath recetued fauours and benefits of his Pzince 
3 then any other. 


1 
1 


A © know the natures and diſſtmulations of thoſe that 
350 © areineledion tohaue great honozs, as it is a thing 


very eaſie, ſo is it a thing very wife: therekoꝛe the inclina⸗ 
ftons and the diſcourſes of ſuch perſons ought alwaies to 


affection as to common pꝛoſit. 


* come to enter into thy ſeruice great p2ofit is rea⸗ 
* ped by them, ik they be faithfull ; fo2 that the fozces of thy 
I aduerſarte are diminiſhed much moꝛe with thole that flie 
from him, then by thoſe that are ſlaine: although p name 
of a fugitiue to the new freend be ſulpitious, and ta the old 


odious. 
| 352 | N warres koꝛ the moſt parte the god foztune of a viao⸗ 
=_ rious P2ince is nothing elle but the euill caunſell t baſs 
=— minde of his aduerſarie: and therfoꝛe very hardly may he 


W be ouercome that can meaſure and knowe both his owne 
Y and his enemies fozces : beſides that, the valour and ver- 


tude: and the cifuation of the ground doth ſomtimes moze 
help their valour and vertue. 
I A H E that is moſt vigilant in warres fo marke and ob⸗ 
4 AI rue the determinations andplattes of the enemie, 
* and can endure greateſt tranaile to exerciſe his people: 
ES, wal incurre le aſt perriiies, and max the moze hope foz vic⸗ 


be obſerued, hauing neuerthelelle an eye, not fo much to 


i 35 V Y 9Þcnany perſons do departe from thy enemye to 


tac ofthe Souldiours is of moꝛe valewe, then the multi« 


tozie, 
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fozie,butit is requiſite in warres to know how fo diſcern 
occaſion, and to take hede of her, foz that ſhe dooth helpe 
moze then any other thing- 
T He ambition of honoz and glozy, is a thing commen⸗ 
dable and p2ofitable tothe wozlde, foz that it giues 
men occaſion to woꝛk great and high effects: but the ams 
bition of power and greatnes is not ſo, foz that ſhe is ta- 
ken of others fo: an Idole, and will in anycaſe obtaine all 
things, either lawkullpe o2 vnlawfullpe, and is the occaſi⸗ 
on of manp euils: and therefoze we apparentlpe perceiue, 
that whoſoeuer doth poſſeſſe ambition to this ende, haue 
no ſtap of themſelues, and makes their life and their gods 
L Nterpaiſes and other affaires that are to fall in decay, 
not thꝛough fury and foꝛce, but are firſt to conſume the- 
ſelues, dꝛaw out moꝛe in length, then would haue been re⸗ 
læued at the firſt: foꝛ that when men growe obſtinate to 
ſaffer, they ſuffer and ſuppoꝛte much moze then we would 
haue imagined. Therefo2e we ſc, that any warres which 
is to fake end th2ough famine, o2 though any other diſ⸗ 
commoditie,d2awes out further in length then we would 
think, 
HE that firit gaue vnto the people this wozd Popolo, 
would verily haue tearmde it vn Pazzo, d Fole, fo2 
that he is a monſter repleniſhed with confuſton and er⸗ 
rours : foꝛſomuch as his opinions are fo farre oft from the 
trueth, as accoꝛding to Tolome, the Eaſt Indies is from 


Spaine. 
[ Can neuer flatter my ſeife,tomake ſhew ofthoſe things 


moꝛe p2ofitable to do the contrarpe, fo2 it is an incredible 
thing to be ſpoken off, what benefit the reputation and the 
opinion that men haue that thou art great, will wooꝛke, 
then foꝛ that onely by the means of this rumour they run 
after the, without n&ding to clime to the height to make 
ſhowe of thy lelfe, : 
nnn The 


oM. 
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that are not ſo in effect; neuertheles, it ſhould be much 35 
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38 {ih He libertie ofa Common-wealth.is the adminiſtra⸗ 
E tion of iuſtice, foz that the foundation therofis laide 
2 to no other end, but that the one be not oppꝛeſſed of the o⸗ 
. ther: Zherefoze he that might be aſſured that in the ſtate 
= of one alnoe, oꝛ ot manp, Juſtice would be obſerued: ſhonld 
A haue no occaſion to deſire liberty. This was the occaſion 
wherkoze the wiſe men of olde time did not pꝛaiſe the go⸗ 
ernement ot thole that line in liberty, moꝛe then the reſt: 
1 buVt thoſe in which there was belt pꝛouiſion made BY the 
E pꝛeſeruation of the lawes and iuſtice. 
3 Z MILE: ran, Ponep-and Bzead, are Sine wes of the 
Z 35 warres, but of theſe foure the firſte two are moſt ne⸗ 
E cefſarye : fo that Men and Iron will be able to get mony 
Z and Bꝛead, but money and bꝛead do not pꝛouide lo eaſily 
b fozMenandJron- 
2B Ew and ſoddaine thinges make afraide and terrifie 
Armies, thoſe that are accuſtomed and ſloe, are 
{mallyeeſfemecdof them, therefoze a Senerall ought to 
p2zactiſe and make knowne to his Army,with light x ſmall 
encounters,a newe enemy,befoze he come to a dap of bat⸗ 
faile with him, 
A Pance when he hath about him his familiares, doth 
397 © diffribute his fauours amongſt them that are moſt 
gratetull and molt confo2zmable to his honour,but when a 
time of neceſſitte and occaſion of affaires falles out: then 


uy the diuerſitie and difference that is amongſt them is ap⸗ 
B - parently known. 


360 


* % 


4 ” K perſonage, which hath the meanes to entertain 
8 ten thouſund Fotmen, is moze to be feared and eſtee⸗ 
3 med, then ten confederates together, which haue enerye 
- one of them ſire thonſand: foz that very ſildome agreeing 
togither, by reaſon of their ſundzie and diuerſttie of ends: 


the one halfe of the time is loſt and ſpent, befoze they re- 
ſolue f any thing. 
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| Fa man would ſerue a great perſon.let him rather choſe 363 
him wife then ignoꝛant: foz about a wiſe man there be 
many meanes to be found, by the which his fanour is obs 
tapned, but about one that is ignozant: there can no 
way be found that is god, foz that he hath no vaderſtan- 
ding. 
Tube true note of the ruine of a P2onince, doth appeare 364 
when thoſe that ought to vnite themſelues together, 
become denided amongſt themſelues, and do band them⸗ 
ſelues, to be abandoned. 


E that gaue this rule, that a wiſe man cannot com⸗ 
mit errour in ſpeaking, had no iudgement: foz that 365 
either becauſe he is affectioned to the matter which is ſpo⸗ 
ken off, either foz loue, either fo2 hate, oz foʒ that he would 
be contrarie to another: and ſometimes thꝛough the in⸗ 
diſpoſition of his perſon, he is ſubied to commit errours in 
bis woꝛds. 
He affaires of the woꝛld do not alwaies remain ſta⸗ 
ble and firme: but are euer in continuall motion to 366 
go fo2ward into that way and path into the which by rea- 
ſon they are to goe, and where by their nature they are to 
take end: but oftentimes they make longer ſtape then we 
would bel&ne,fo2 that we do meaſure them acco2ding to 
our life, which is ſhozte: andnot accozding to their time 
Which is long, fo2 that their fete be moze ſloe then ours 
be, and farre ſloe themſelues by nature, fo2 although they 
moue, yet oftentimes we do not perceiue their motion, 
by meanes whereofit doth ariſe, that thoſe iudgements, 
1 we make: fall very oftentimes to be falſe and fal- 
ible, 

| H matters of impoztance, be that doth not very well 367 

knowe all the perticulars, can giue no right indge- 
ment,fo2 that one circumſtance although it ſceme very lit - 
fle, dooth change and varie all the whole cauſe that 
ought to be one; pet is it true that —_— 

| Y 2 | 2 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 


he may giue god iudgement, that bath knowledge ok no 
other then of Generalitics, and knowing moꝛe perticu⸗ 
lars, giues woꝛſſe iudgement, foꝛſomuch as he that hath 
not his bꝛaine verp perfect, and cleane and fre from palſſi- 
| ons,vnderifanding many particulars, dooth verye caſily 
A varie and confornd himlelfe, 
= © 3 Pan ought aboue all thinges in this wo2lde to deſire 
"I 0 2 and to attribute to his owne felicitie, to ſe his enemie 
* fricken pzoſtrate to the ground, and b2ought into (ach 
= fate, that he map vſchim at his diſcretion: but by how 
much the moze happie he is vnto whom this adueture doth 
befall: by ſo much the moze ought he to make himſelfe glo- 
- rions, by vling the vitozte commendable, in pardoning 
3 and in vling of clemencie: a thing pꝛoper and perticular to 
| great and wozthy mindes, 
369 N inkeriour Pꝛince ought neuer to put his ate in ha⸗ 
zard of one battaile, foꝛ if he ouercome, he gaines no⸗ 
thing but gloꝛp, and ik he loſe : he is ſpopled. 


2 Reat perſonages are often much enclined to their 
3 370 Von willes, without hauing any reſpect at all to rea- 
* ſon, and that which is woꝛſt, they are foꝛ the moſt part en⸗ 
—_ vironed with men that caſt their eres vpon nothing elle, 
=_ - then to pꝛaiſe and congratulate their god and euill deeds, 
. | Whither ſocucr they be, and if there be any that would do 
1 the contr arp, he findes him felfe deceiued. 


3 "Dole Pꝛinces which are equalle in power, (although 
37 they be not voung, foz at ſuch times they thinke onely 
5 vpon pleaſure) do not well to met and come to ſpeak per⸗ 
lonallp together, fozſomuch as, beſides that they do not 
without perrill, euil wil doth.ſpzing vp betwirt them, and 
=> euuie growes to be greater, 

= 7, 29 Lthough the iſſuing and fallping forth of Souidiers, 
Y 37 out ofa Cittie beſiedged, be neceſſarie: pet neuerthe- 
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KB leſſe, they be perrilous fo2 thoſe within: fo2 that it impꝛots 
„ them much moꝛe to loſe ten of their infantrie, the it is lo: 
| them withont to loſe an hundꝛeth. 
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IT is a manifeſt thing to every one, that be that duth al- z 73 
Waies holde his Pzince in tearmes of ſuſpition, and 
fcare, with aduertiſements ſtuffed with feare and ſuͤſpi⸗ 
tion: either will become to be moztalipehated of him, 
oz in the ende ſhall fall into ſome other euill incon⸗ 
uenience. 
Scat doth poſſeſſe authoꝛitie and rule, ma pe likes 374 
4 4wile exſtend the ſame ouer his owne fozces, fs2 that 
his ſubieas do not meaſure exquiſitlie, that which de can 
do, but rather imagining his power to be much moze then 
it is, peld to thoſe thinges vnto which the Pꝛince can not 
conſtraine them. f 
Lis to be diſcerned in thoſe differences, that do ariſe 
with v2banitie amongſt Citizens, and in thoſe maltct- 375 
ous humours into which men do incurre, alwaies to haue 
recourſe to thoſe iudgements o2 to thoſe remedies, that of 
the antiquitie haue ben oꝛdained: foz that the ciuill lawes 
is nothing elſe, then Sentences giuen by the ancient law⸗ 
gtuers, the which being bꝛought into oꝛder, do inſtrud our 
p:cient Lawyers how to iudge: and Phiſicke lik e wile is 
nothing elſe, but the experience which hath beene made by 
auncient Phiſitions, vpon which the Phiſitions in theſe 
dur dates dw ground their iudgements: neuertheleſle, in 
the oꝛdering of a Common; wealth, in the maintaining of 
States, in the gouernement of Ringdomes, in the milita⸗ 
rie inſtitutions, in the adminiſtration of warfare, in iudg⸗ 
ing the Subiecs, and in the encreaſing of the Empire 
and State: There is to be found, neither Pꝛince, neither 
Common- wealth, neither Generall oz Captaine, nei⸗ 
ther Cittizen, that haue recourſe to the examples of the 
antiquitie. 
Here be infinite perſons that read Hiſtoꝛies, and fake 376 
pleaſure to hear the varietie of acctdents,that are con- 
fained in them, but they neuer thinke vpon the imitation 
of them: fo2 they imagine and indge the imitation, not 


onely difficile,but alſo impoſſible, as if the Yeauens, the 
— 3 Sunne 
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* Bunne and Starres, the elements and men, were chan⸗ 
. ged in their mouing, oꝛder, and power, from that that they 
3 were in auntient time, 


377 Men do wanz their affaires,cither by neceſſitie oꝛ by 
1 choiſe: and fo2 that it is ſeene, that vert ue is greater 
where choiſe hath leaſt authozitie: it is to be conſidered, 
Whither it (ould be better to choſe a barraine place foz 
the building ofa Cittie, then a fertile: to the intent that 
= men being tonſtrained by indulrie, being leſſe ſubiect fo 
5 idleneſſe, may line the moze vnited togeather, hauing by 
1 reaſon of the place leſſe occaſion of diſco2de : This eleuion 
E oz choiſe might be accounted wiſe, ik men would be con- 
3 tent to liue of their own,and would not goe about to com⸗ 
maund ouer others: and fozlomuch as men cannot aſſure 
themſelues but by power, it is neceſſary to ſhun thoſe bar⸗ 
"= rain places, and to plant our ſelues in a moſt fertile Cuns 
1 trie, where they map be able thꝛough the aboundance of 
5 the ground, to enlarge their bounds and limits, to defend 
their bounds and limits, to defend themſelues from thoſe 
that aſſault them, and oppꝛeſſe them, whoſoeuer would 
withſtand and oppoſe themſelues againſt their greatnes. 


En do neuer agree to anp newe Lawe, which bꝛing a 
378 newe oꝛder into the Cittie, if it be not apparentlpe 
ſhewed vnto them, that of necellitie it is requiſite it ſhould 
= be don: now then, that neceſſitie not being able to come 
1 without perrill: that Common wealth doth eaſily runne 
ff into ruine,befoze the Lawe be bꝛought to the perfe nion of 


a right o2der. 

| En as amitie betwirt particular Gentlemenis con- 
- tracted by a mutuall agreeing of their mindes,and by 
MN the ſimilitude of their god cuſtomes: ſo amonglt Pzinces 
8 _ amifie is w2ought, either thꝛough then . e cozreſpons 


= denceofnature,9; thzough the indgement * haue, that 


a 
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it falles out to their commoditie fo be frendes, oz clſe 
thꝛough neceſſitie and Foztune : which againſte their own 
willes, conſtraines them to remaine vnifed. 


Y opinion is that aduerſſe foztune, is the touch⸗ſtone 

ol our frendes and foliowers. Foz that thoſe that re⸗ 
maine, are ſuch as are god, faithfull, and full of conſt ancp. 
The reſt that fall away : are vnp:ofitable, naught, and an 
example ofltghtneſſe, and J bel&ne that of aduer ſitie this 
pꝛofit is reapeda That without vſing a faffe, a man may 
D2iue away from him, the Whole trapne of thoſe men that 
are baſe of minde and body, repleniſhed with conctouſnes 
and ingratefulnes. And thoſe only remaine with vs: that 
deſire to ſhowe by the vertue and valour of their minde, 
that they cannot be ouercome by aduerſſe foztune, 


LI thoſe that diſcourſe of the manner of Ciuill life, 


bath the diſpoſing of a Common wealthe, and doth 02- 
daine Lawes in the ſame; if is neceſſarpe that he pꝛeſup⸗ 
poſe, that all ſuch men as be wicked: will ener apply them - 


ſelues to be malignant, ſo often as occaſion is offred. And 


when any malignitie doth remaine hid fo2 a time if doth 


p:oced of ſome occaſion, the which becauſe experience hath 


not bene ſ&ne to be made ofthe contrarpe, comes not ta 
be knowne, but time doth afterwards diſcouer the ſame, 
which is the father of all trueth. 


En do neuer perfourme any action well, vnleſſe it 
come thzough neceſſitie,fo2 where choiſe doth abound 
and that liberty may be vſed: ſuddainlp all things is filled 
with confuſion and diſozder, Therefoze it is ſaide that 
hunger and pouertie makes men induſtrious; and the 
Lawes makes them good: and where any thing of 
it ſelfe doth were well, there is no neceſſifye of —_— 
u 


380 


and all Hiſtoꝛies are full of examples: That be which 387 


382 


IM much moze nerd tberot then in times that! ve ful of rel and 
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but when that god cuſtome doth faile, immediatlp lawes 
are neceſſarie. 
3 E as Saylers haue fo2 their guide, the South and 
the Noꝛth, who ſometimes do trauerſe and croſſe their 
wap, and pet foꝛ all that do not altogither loſe their guide: 
Euen ſo in matter of State, it is neceſſarye to haue foꝛ 
guide, and foꝛ pꝛincipall and cheefe foundation, the know⸗ 
ledge how to pearce info the nature and endes of thoſe 
with whome we haue to entreat: foꝛ that by this means 
a man very rarely ſhall reſt deceiued, and without this 
ground he fakes his tourney at auenturcs, an b all the di⸗ 
ligence he doth ble is vaine. 
He nature ot neutralitie is ſuch, that ſhe is moſt hurt⸗ 
kull and full of perrilles: foʒ ſhe offends both the pars 
fics, the Superiour fo2 that he iudgeth that we ought to 
luſtaine and fauour his greatnes, the inferiour fo2 that he 
is not defended, reputes himlelfe offended; therefoze the 
one doth neither allure vs from our enemies, noꝛ the other 
doth maintaine kreendſhip towards vs. 
385 Although it appeares that newtralitie makes a man 
ſecure and quiet amidſt other mens trauailes, pet tru⸗ | 
ive it dooth not fall aut ſo afterwards : fo2 that ſhe dooth | 
keed others with a falſe (ecuritte andquiet,conſidering that El 
in ſhoꝛt time the damages therofdo diſcouer themſe!nes, Þ {| 
| 
| 


no otherwiſe then it is accu omed to chaunce, to thoſe 
who haue taken money to vſurte, fo2 although they entop 
the ſame well foꝛ a certaine time, not taſting anp bitter⸗ 
neſſe at all, being afterwares conſumed and the dap and 
time to reſtoze them being come : they make apparent 
p:ofe of that græuous damage which they haue pꝛocured 
with ſo ſhoꝛt a commoditie. 
2% * all times wiſe Pzinces ought to diſcourſe of their 
affaires, with mature counſell, and pꝛudentipe to re- 
ſolue ther · upon: but when they are inye&res and times 
that be full of trauaile and troubleſome, then haue they 


oer, 


11 
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quiet: foz that in theſe the greatnes of his pꝛincipalitie 
doth couerne and holde him vp, without muche trauaile 
and tople: in the other they are enuironed with many 
perrilles, and ſuppoſed with inünite difficulties, from the 
which to defend and kepe themſelues, doth foz the moſt 

parte p2occde of the rare and hye vertue of a pꝛudent 
Pꝛince, who can with a god andreſolute execution ſhunne 
the euill, and cleaue to that which is god, but no god exe⸗ 
cution can be made, without god pꝛouidence: neither that 
without a god reſolution, neither can reſolution be made 
without god counſell, the which is the head, fountain, and 
oziginall of all god operations. 

Man ought not to departe from the firſt purpoſed plot 387 

and fo2me of his life, without euident and moſt neceſla⸗ 
rye occaſions,as did Cato Vticenſes, who did rather choſe 
to kill himſelfe, then to fall into the hands of Czlar, ther⸗ 
foze a wiſe P2ince ought to do the very lame, holding al⸗ 
waies firme and faſt his firſt and his god reſolution, 

Mat Pꝛince which doth remaine a neuter, euerpe one 

doth goe about to imbꝛace him: and fo dꝛawe him to 388 
their partie, foz that the deſire they haue to haue him fo: 
a frend,cauſeth euerp one to make account of him and to 
honoꝛ him, thinking to gaine him with berecfites, and ſo 
by the meanes of neutralitie, be doth eniop great ſecuri⸗ 
tie: wheras if he ſhould declare himſelfe, he ſhould make 
one of them his manifeſt enemie, and ſheuld thzuſt himſelf 
info expꝛeſſe perrilles. 
En do moze eaſily remember iniuries, then receiued 89 
4benefites, therfoze that Pzince which doth declare 
himſelfe, doth much moꝛe harme then helpe himſelfe, foꝛ 
that he with whome he doth confederate himſelſe, is neuer 
fo whot to defend him, as he againſt whom he is declared, 
{hall be redy to endamage and offend him: if being a natu⸗ 
ralleffece that men ſhould become muche moze ſtirred vp 
and moued with iniuries, then with benefitfes : beſides 


that, in reteiued benefites euerp one doth attribute them 
. Tres: 
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a parte ot his enemie, but iniuries are all attributed ko 
him that bath ben iniurious. 

Pt is a moſt certaine thing that warres dꝛaw after them 
9D Amann difficulties, and moſt great expences, which are 
occaſtons of many euils: in reſpect, that firſt of all it emp- 
ties the pꝛinces purſſe, and makes him weake. Since mo⸗ 
nepe is not onely the ſinewes and ſtrength of the warres, 
bat of all other hamaine actions, next after it conſtraines 
them, ſo much to oppꝛeſſe the people with new and ſharpe 
exactions, that it doth bʒeede them extreame hate: from 
which euery wiſe pꝛince ought to keepe him ſelfe. Foz that 
the hate ofthe people is the rote of that which bztnges ru⸗ 
lers fo ruine: 

= is diſpufed amongſt ſome, who is molt ambitions: et- 
39T Ither he that would maintaine, oꝛ he that would obtain: 

fo2 that both the one and the others appetite, mape be an 
occaſion of great Tumultes, and it is concluded that foz 
the molt parte thoſe tumults are cauſed of them that poſ⸗ 
ſeſſe, fo that the feare they haue fo loſe doth engender in 
them, the ſelfeſame will that is in thoſe which deſire to 
gaine : fo2 that men think they cannot ſurely poſſeſſe an 
thing,if they make no newe gaines: And moꝛeouer, by 
poſſeſiing much, they mape with greater power and with 
greater motions and ſtirre make alterations and change: 
beſides all this their cozrupt and ambitious behautours, 
kindling vp in the bzelt of them that hane poſſeſſions, 
a will and deſire to poſleſſe, and fo reuenge themſelues of 
EL them.by ſpoyling them, makes them to be able alſo fo en- 
IF tr into thoſe riches and thoſe honours, that they perceiue 
| tvo be euill vſed of others, 


4 392 | Nallhumainecaules this is percetued(whoſoener both 
| LIerxamine it well) that we can nener race out one incon- 
IH uenience, but that another doth followe: And therloꝛe if 
3 we deſire to make a people fo encreaſe to great numbers, 


and fo be armed: to the intent fo ſet vp a great empire, 
| we 
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we make it of ſuch qualitie, as we ſhall not be able to mas 
nage it after one diſcretion and maner: and if we main⸗ 
taine it ſmall and diſarmed, to the intent we may guide it 

the better: if we gaine any dominion, we are not able af- 
terwards to kæpe it: oʒ elſe we ſhall become ſo vile, that 
we ſhall fal to be a ſpoile & pzay to whoſosuer doth aſſaulte 
vs. Lherfoze in all our opinions and determinations, we 
oucht to conſider, where the inconuenientes are leaſt, and 
to make choiſe of the beſt partie: fo2 that they be neuer 
found to be altogither cleare, altogither ſecure, and alto- 
gither without ſuſpition, 


IT is requiſtfe that thoſe that are pzincipall andpublicke 393 

Pateſtrates, haue thz& things in them: One is, that 

they loue the fate of their Cittie and TCommon- wealth, 

another is, that they haue authoꝛitie as may be fufficient 

ik neede require to fozce men: the third is, that they be 

knowne fo2 perſons that be iuſt and full of valour, but it is 

neceffarye to haue in minde, that if ſuch as theſe would 

beare rule and commaund, it behoues them whilſte they 

are poung, to learne to be gouerned and commaunded of 

thoſe that be olde. 

VV ville P;inces are at hoſtilitte together, and ſpend 394 
out of all meaſure in their warres: he that re⸗ 

maines nèuter, mape gather together a great ſumme of 

monep, and ſtrengthen himſelfe in ſuch ſozt, that þ warres 

being ended they ſhall become weake thzough many ex- 

ſpences,and be gallant and mighty, The conſideration of 

which thing maye be an arbitrament of their difference 

and diſcentions. 

A Efbough to remaine neuter is not a thing verpe 52) 
free, pet at the leaſt it cannot be denped, but that 

the reſolution of the contrarpe is verye doubtfull in this 

caſe,the wiſeſt parte is foz vs not to moue at all, foz that 

when there ariſeth a doubt whither any new deliberation 

be god oz not: we cannot do better then followe the olde 

A2 determi⸗ 
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determinations, and che&felye when the other are found fo 
be hurtkul, in ſumme, the old and wonted way is rather to 
1 be followed, then the new and vnapꝛoued wax. 

* 396 W Hen a Pꝛinte is infkantly required to vnite himſelfe 
1 with the one of any two that makes warres, and 


M that he makes refuſall both fo the one and the other: he 
_— enters into ſuſpition with them both, that he hath ſecret 
4 intelligence with ſome one of them: and eche of them both 
doth imagine ; eſteeme him to be againſt himſelfe, In ſuch 
ſoʒt, that which ſoeuer ol them doth ouercome, makes a 
pꝛap of the newter, wherupon it wilbariſe, that he (hall 
holde both of them fo2 ſuſpect, and neither of them foz 
37 N that Pꝛince which doth declare himſelfe, it is conne- 
= Inient that one oftheſe thz& thinges dw followe : Either 
that he with whom he iopnes himſelfe remame vanqui⸗ 
ſher, oz that he loſe, 02 that the matter be managed in 
ſuch ſozte,that he neither loſe noꝛ winne: in the firſt caſe 
he pꝛoctdes to expꝛeſſe gaine, by entring into parte of the 
victo2ie, in the ſecond he encurres perrill to loſe, but pet 
therin is this difference, that at the leaſt he hath a freend 
foꝛ his colligate and confederate, who although he haue 
loſſe, his caſe is not ſuch, that he cannot oz that he ought 
not to miniſter helpe, and it followes not, that his foꝛtune 
map not riſe vp againe : in b2cefe,it is better to hazard our 
foztune with a god freend, then to remaine in feare to be 
offended and iniuried of both of them: In the third caſe, 
moꝛe is to be gained then to be loſt; fo2 that we obtaine a 
cod frend that may much pzofit vs: and he that we make 
dur enempe, doth harme vs no moze then that he did 
dim whilſte we remained neuter, although apt occaſion did 
398 Mall the reſolutions of the woꝛld, both god and euill is 
39 i : 

mixed amongſt them oꝛdained of God, tothe intent to 
ſghewe foꝛth the imperfections ol humaine cauſes, but pꝛu⸗ 
dent counſelles ought to compare the euill with the good, 

| and 


ET 
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and counter peaſe them in equall ballance, and on that 
ſide where the leaſt euill is and the moſt god, to cleaue 
to that parte. 
En — fo2 finall end godnes, and the conſeruati⸗ 
on of their god, they cannot by any reaſon be called 
inconſtant:foꝛ ſo much as when affaires do change, it is 
conuenient alſo that a man do change his thoughtes, foz 
all that fozeſeing the ſelfeſame finall end, euer remaines 
firme: And in thts caſe it is neceſſarp we imitate the gab 
gouernour of a Ship. who oꝛdering and ſetting the ſaples 
after one ſozt, to bʒing him to a determined place, when 
afterwards the time dooth change, and contrary windes 
ariſe: he alſo dooth change his firſte ozder , hauing al- 
— fo2 finall ende the good and the benefits of the 
hip. 
Hat rule which is giuen to remaine neuter, to the in⸗ 400 
tent to weaken other, and to ſtrengthen our ſelues:foꝛ 
the molt parte doth not fall out to be true, fo2 that the 
victoꝛie of one of the parties doth dzaw with her ſo much 
reputation, ſo many partakers, and ſuch a train of fauou⸗ 
rers, that alwaies the onercommer ſhewes himſelfe to be 
ſtrong and gallant, whereby he mape rather iniurpe his 
companion, then that he ſhould be afraide of other mens 
th:eatnings. 
T is euer god to iopne knit dur elves with thoſe that 
haue the heauens benigne and fauozable vnto them, foz 401 
that therby a man doth alwates perticipate of p qualitie 
of his companion, whither ſoeuer if be good oz euilll. 
ESD: that humain affairs are almoſt all ſubtec to chance Os 
and haue no aſſured ay in them: a wiſe man ought to + 
cleaue to that which carries moſt apparent likelyhod, and | 
therin to take oꝛder with all due meanes, fo2 that fo2 the 
moſt part it will fall out to be well, and ſhalbe beũdes ac⸗ 
counted pꝛudent, and if it ſhould haue an vnlucky end: vet 
in ſuch a caſe it would appeare to wile men, that fozfune 


had greater power therin, then pꝛudence. 
A3 God 
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= 8 Soul diers haue niede ofa god Generall Cap⸗ 

I taine,who may be their guide in all things, of whoſe 
actions doth depend fo2 the molt parte, the exaltation and 
ruine of an Armie : therefoze the Greeke Pꝛouerb did ſay, 
That an armie of Hartes that hath a Lyon to their Cap- 
taine, is moze terrible then an armie of Lyons which is 
guided with a Hart. But if is requiſite that in an Armye 
there be both god ſouldiers and a god Captain generall, 
to the intent p like may not be ſpoken therof, that Cæſar 
ſpake : who going againſt Pompei ſaide: he went againſt 
E a Captaine without Souldiers : and afterwardes going 
againſt Afranius in Spame, ſaide : that be went againſt an 
Armie without Captaines. 
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Onep without doubt is the nouriſhment of an army, 
the which giues meaſure to euery thing, and is con- 
-  qerftedinfo euerp thing: therfoze that wiſe auntient man 
ſaide, the Captaines, the ſouldiers, their armes and wea⸗ 
pons, the inſtruements and engines of warre, the artille⸗ 
rie: and excluding money, were like vnto a bodpe which 
had a head, armes, neck, bꝛeſt, legges, feet, but no bellp, fo: 
euen as the bellie giues nouriſhment to all the bodpe: ſo 
F mony doth giue ſubſtance to anArmye. And that king of 
3 Sparta dib call it the ſinewes of warre,foz euen as the Si⸗ 
Y newes giues mouing to the bodye, ſo monye giues life to 
j an Armie. 

405 ＋ O doubt of the fauour and god grace of dur Lozd 
and Prince, although a man haue not faulted againſt 
him, is a thing common to manye, neither is it neceſſarpe 
that, that feare which is had of our Lo2d maiſter ſhould 
be attributed to baſenes of minde, neither much leſſe to the 
lightnes of nature, loʒ that the dinerſitie and crueltie of 
our deſire cauſed thzongh the dinerſitie of accidentes, 
(while our wozkes and actions, doth manifeſt a cer- 
„ taine courage and conſtancie) ought either to be reputed 
- Foz theſigneofa bolde and conſtant perſon, i 
f N 
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| Nmy opinion he hathnogreatreaſonto lament himſelf, 406 
Ithat af any time bath bene contented to make himſelf e⸗ 
quall to others, referring himſelfe to chaunte: The which 
foz no other reſpec, hath beene induced and bꝛought into a 
Commonwealth, but only to take awap, all ſoztes ofcons 
currences & inequalities:and to content equally cucry one. 
Men do very rarcly complaine of themſelu es, but very 407 
often of others: and foʒ the moſt parte, do willingly 
rage againſt Chance. Foꝛſomuch as unce cuery day there 
dw ſucceed newe and ſtrange chauntes, and not vnderſtan⸗ 
ding the occaſion, neither the meanes by which they are 
wꝛought: Sodainlie we giue the pꝛaiſe oz the blame vnto 
Foztune. 
He Atfaires of men being in reuolutian t motion, and 
not beeing able to ſtand firm g ſtedfaſt: it is conuenient 408 
that they ariſe vp, and diſcend do wne. And to name things 
that reaſon doth not induce vs, neceſſitie doth induce vs: 
Jn ſuch ſoꝛte, that hauing ozdered and faſhiened a Com⸗ 
monwealth, apt to maint aine it ſelfe withont enlarging 
of it, and that if we were conſtrained, by neceſſitie ts cn- 
large it: At would come to paſſe, that we ſhould remone 
our foundactons, and make the Common wealth ſoner td 
_ ruinafe. So on the other ſide, if the heauens were ſo bene- 
fictall vnto vs, that our ſtate ſhould haue no nede to mate 
warres: Jt would enſue, that idlenes would either wwzke 
deuiſion amongſt vs, oꝛ make vs effinate. The which two 
thinges together, oz either of them by her ſelfe, would be 
an occaſion of our ruine. Therkoꝛe ſince we cannot (as 3 
beleeue) ballance theſe thinges neither pzeciſely kerpe the 
middle path: if is neceſſary that in the directing ef a Com⸗ 
monwealth, we ſhould think vpon the moſt honoꝛable pars 
tie, and oꝛder it in ſuch ſoꝛte: that when thꝛough neceſſitie 
we ſhould be bꝛought to enlarge it: we may be able to kep 
that which we haue gotten. 
IJ Veoffence and damage of a pꝛiuate perſon. againſte a 


pꝛiuate aging doth engender feare, feare ſekes fo: 4029. 
defence, 
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defence, defence doth p2ocure partakers, And immediatly 
5 parties and factions ariſe vp in a Citie oz [fate, and ſuch 
_ == partakings doth ruinate the ſame. 
= 8 VV Ven it apperes 02 is percetued that fozrapne fozces 
* be called in by parte of thoſe men that line in one 
ſelfe Citie o ſtate: It map be thought, that it ſpꝛingeth 
1 of the naughtie oꝛders therin vſed, foz that there is no oꝛ⸗ 
* ders that can (without extraoꝛdinarp meanes) extinguiſh 
thoſe malignant humours that ariſe in any perſon. Ther⸗ 
foze we oaght to pꝛouide by the way of accuſation, but as 
accuſations be pzofitabte to a Commonwealth: ſo defra- 
tons are damacgeable, 
_ Etractions oz calumnies haue no need of teſtimonies 
» '02 any other perticuler cirtumſtances to pꝛoue them, 
g In ſuch ſoꝛte that enery one may be detraced of anp: but 
not accuſed, Fozſomuch as accuſations haue ned of p:ofes 
and of circumſtances that may ſhowe the trueth of the ac⸗ 
cuſation. 
= V V Ee ought toobſerue this generall rule, that neuer 
413 02 very ſeldome it doth cha unce: That any Com⸗ 
c mon weale o2 Ringdome, is at the firſt well inſtituted, oz 
at all, being made newe and refozmed out of the olde con⸗ 
ſtituted Lawes, if it be not ſet in due rule and oꝛder by one 
alone. Therfoꝛe it is neceſſarp that one alone, may be the 
man that may let downe the manner, and ol whoſe minde 
may depend what institution 02 ozdinance ſoeuer. Foz a 
pꝛudent commaunder ofa Common weale,which caries a 
3 minde to benenit, not himſelfe but the comminaltie : ought 
= to endeuour himſelfe toſwate alone the whole Authozitie, 
—_ and a wiſe man wonld neuer repꝛehend him, that to conſtt- 
tute a kingdome oz Common weale: did vſe any extraoz⸗ 
dinarp action. 


== 2 
5 7 
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| 413 VE ought to repꝛehend him that is violent fo ſpoyle, 
Ei but not him that is violant and of a foꝛward nature 


to adoꝛne and poliſh: Fo2 that the violence to:adozne be 
comes vertue, and to deſtrope: a viſe, 
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M En are accuſtomed to iudge largelye of themſelues, 
4 


cellion of thinges as we do foz the moſt parte, and ſceing 
ſome out of all expectation andperaduenture without me- 
rite, without reaſon, oz at the leaſt without pꝛopoztion: 
and by contrary waies & pꝛoccedings, to be placed in high 
degres and eſtate: their hope doth awaken in ſuch ſozte, 
and they pꝛot ede ſo far in their thoughts, that meaſuring 
with their eyes the height whither they determine to al⸗ 
cend, ſuddainly they flpe thither with their imagination, 
and dw place themſelues vpon the tipe and height thereof, 
but afterwardes being entred into the troubleſome cro⸗ 
ked path, and the way euery day encreaſing, they become 
affliced,fall into lamentations, and ſometimes alſo di- 
ſpaire to be able to attain vnto the ſame. 


and of their pꝛoper merites, and behoiding the ſuc⸗ * 


J Ot onely the god being, but allo the ſimple being of 41.4 


things doth p2incipally depend vpon the conſeruation 
of the fozme and finall ends: and the one and the other is 
maintained in the Common-Wweale by two mcans,that is 
toſay, by the lawes and by Magiſtrates: And therefoze 
where theſe things arenct obſerued, and wheras in theſe 
caſes ſuch men as are not fit fo2 ſuch like charges are vſed 
in maneging the ſame:it falles out of ncceflitie,that there 
muſt follow great alteration, 
N En da foꝛ the moſt part ſettle and ſtape themſelues 


not pearce and enter with the e pes of his diſcretion into 
the nature and future ſtate of things, as alſo foz that the 
remedies of damages are not endowed with glozp, when 
they are neither doubted noz knowne: and few there be to 
be found that in publick cauſes wil recompece their pꝛeſent 
trauailes with common commodities that are to come:03 
rather which at the leaſt do not ſuffer themſelues to be de⸗ 
teiued with the great and large hopes, which future acci⸗ 
dents do pꝛomiſe. 

| +] D, The 


in things pꝛeſent, as well foz that euerpe one dooth 415 
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* 419 IJ Ye very ſame doth chaunce vnto Common-weales, 
2 wWhich is accuſtomed to fall ont in the body of man,vnto 
wypome his euill minded appetite is an occaſion of diſoz 
= - ders, wherof after ſpꝛing infirmities, with the frauail and 
1 greete of the body and of the minde together: ſo it falles 
2 out, that acertaine ſenſualitpe (to tearme it ſo) hath pꝛo⸗ 
® duced anddoth pzoduce many defeces in a Commons 
MM weale, 
I Ogine without reputation, is a loſſe without gaine, 
li being eſtæmed a paiment that pzocedes of ductpe, 
E and not a gift comming ofcurteſte : ſo that it rather giues 
courage to him that bath receiued p ſame, ſtill to demaund 
3 other thinges, rather then to recompence thoſe he hath re- 
BA ceiued. 3 4 
=” .:3 \V Ven foz what occaſion ſoever alterations is once 
made in the States, and that they ſtrape aſide front 
their finall ends: infinit difficulties riſe vp togither with 
the ſame, and alwaies goes fozward,encreaſing amongſt 
the gouernements : Example hereof was giuen by the 
Common-wealthes of Candie and Sparta, which were in⸗ 
ſtituted and inſtructed in warrekare The very ſame did the 
Romane Common weale, who foz the remedie of their 
troubleſome ſtate, were conſtrained to goe abꝛoade conti⸗ 
nually to make warres: to the intent that thoſe euill hu⸗ 
a mours might be conſumed, that with rel! did ſpꝛing vp as 
5M mong the Citizens: af the ende when thcy had no moze 
==. to ouercomec, ouercomming and ruiniting themſelues ; 
thep reduced themſelves vnder another fozme of ſtate, foz⸗ 
fomuch as the end being once changed, it is an impoſſible 
thing to and firme and fact, in the obſeruation of ß mean 
and of the auntient inſtitutions. 
419 T Ve way how to manage States although it ought fo 
be ſomewhat the moꝛe open, becauſe it is fo receiue in⸗ 
ta it the greater number ok perſons, nenerthelcſſe, in the 
beginning (foz that much truft is required) the entraunce 
1 thereokis very difficile, and it is much moze conuenient foz 
"= M bh | vs to 
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bs to be called vnto the ſame, then pzeſumptuonuſipe to in- 
trude our ſelues therinto,if a man do not make pꝛofeſſion 
therol, he is neither knowne noꝛ repufedfoz ſufficient, and 
ik he make pꝛoleſſion therin the ſame is on the one ſide odi⸗ 
ons, and the other ſide is alſo hurtfull to his owne indge⸗ 
ment: and he that makes this pꝛofeſſion, doth oftentimes 
diſcourſe ſo much, that he doth ouer- paſſe his bounds, and 
doth fozeſhewe many falſe pꝛopoſitions: and finally is re⸗ 
puted of wiſe men, lite vnto thoſe ſouldiers that bꝛaue and 
bꝛagge it out in the time of peace. 

E that doth ſerue a Pꝛince a farre off, hath very hard 


meaneeto ſatilfic him: foz that thoſe errours which . 


are committed are ofthe greater importance, and cannot 
be ſo eaſilpe remedied: beſides that, in the managing of 
them we cannot comp2chend all the particuler adions of 
the inſtructions, by reaſon that the ſtate of thinges da 
change vpon a ſoddatne : beſides that, this maner of being 
is a life very full of diſcommonditics and perrilles, and leſſe 
nere vnto rewards the which be koꝛ the molt part pꝛeuen⸗ 
ted and obtained befoze hand of thoſe that remaine about 
the pꝛeſence of the P2ince, 

1 He way and path ofthe godneſſe and bountye of ex- 421 

emplare life, hath her difficulties, fo2 that it hath 

ned of a firm and great ſtaiednes, and of one perpetuall 
foꝛme and oꝛder: with bond of obligation fo ſuſtain at all 
times and in all actions, one ſelfe perſon: foʒſomuch as if 
a man be not vnfatnedly god, he leads a troubleſome and 
an vnhapppe life aboue all others, doing ſo many thinges 
and abſtaining from ſo manye other, againſt their owne 
pꝛoper apetite : and to faine long is an tmpoſiible thing; 
foz peuenas a lame perſon by any cquall encreace which 
he pꝛocureth to thoſe partes that are ſhozter then the reſt, 
o2 thꝛough any other relofe vied to the ame, can neuer to- 
uer the matter ſo cloſely, but that in going he ſhall diſco⸗ 
uer his ditfect : ſo thoſe perſons in their pzoceedinges,can- 
| not go in lach ng — with ſome exteriour _ 
" 2 SD Der 
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2 men are infamous and deteſable, white haue bene 
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they will ſhew their wants and inward lameneſſe. 


Uery one that placeth himſelf to ſerue in Courte:ought 
not ſo much to fruit in his pꝛudence, that he ſhould pꝛe 
ſame to be able fo ouercome euerpe aduerſitie. Neither ſo 
much neslec his atfaires, that he altogetyer comit himſelf 
to chaunce: but let hun think p the ſame is a vopage vpon 
the Sea:in the which although pꝛudente may do much and 
makes the greateſt parte of the windes fauozable, neuers 
thelefſe, he cannot pꝛeſcribe any determined oz certaine 
time to ariue ſafe there, wgither others haue directed their 
courſe. Foziomuch as ſome in the midſt of Sommer, in a 
gallant and well furnithed ſhip, do ſincke, oz elſe fozſloe ve - 
ry much: others in winter, in a weake 4 vafurniſhed Bark 
goe ſpeedily and ſafely. 


actly pzudent and vertuous: That, that authozitie 
which he hath obtained, be not left vnto an other as an Jn- 
heritance. Foz that men being moze pꝛone to euill then to 
gednes, his ſucceſſoꝛ may vſe that ambitiouſlp, which was 


W155 Ee which hath the onelp authoꝛitie: ought, to be ſo ex⸗ 
423 


ok him vſed vertuoullp. Beſides this, although one be apt 


to o2der the thinges inſtituted and oꝛdained, pet is it not 
to endure long, when it doth remaine vpon the ſhoulders 
of one alone: but other wile it falles out to be well, when it 
remaines vnder the care of manp, and that it appertaines 
to manpe to maintaine the ſame, Foz that cuen as ma⸗ 
ny are apt to oꝛder and rule one thing, fo that they do not 
knowe the godnes of the ſame: occaſioned thꝛough the ſun 


dꝛie opinions that are amongſt them: So when they once 


knowe it, they do not eaſily aare to leaue it. 
Donal all thoſe men that are had in commendation, 
* thoſe are moe wozthy commendation, which are the 
cha&fe heads and inſtitutoꝛs of Religion, Next vnto thele, 
thoſe that haue laide the foundacions of Common weales 
o Kingdoms, After theſe, thoſe that haue enlaxged them, 
and next vnto them, thoſe that be learned, Contrarpwiſe, 


6 * 
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the deſtropers of Religion, that haue diſſeuered kingdoms, 
and are enemies to learning, vertue, and valour. 

Here was neuer any inſtitutoꝛ of extraoꝛdinarꝝ lawes 425 
amongtt any people, but that he made his refuge to the 
helpe of God: Fo2 otherwiſe they ſhould not haue been ac⸗ 
cepted, foꝛſomuch as of a pzudent perſon,many god things 
are knowne , who haue not in themlelues any euident rea 
ſon, able to ſhowe and perſwade the ſame to others. Ther⸗ 
foe wiſe men that will take away this difficult ie, do re⸗ 
mit the whole to God, So did Licurgus, ſo did Solon, and ſo 
did that moſt holy and diuine Moſes. 

38599 cauſeth god oꝛders, god oꝛders bꝛing god fo: 426 
tune, foꝛtune makes god ſucceſſe to ariſe in all enter⸗ 

pꝛiſes. Cherfoꝛe the obſeruing of deuine honours and de⸗ 

uine wozſhips: is the occaſion of the greatnes of the Com- 

mon wealth. And where the feare of God doth fayle : it is 

conuenient that, that kingdome be ſuſtained with a Pꝛince 

that with feare may ſupplye that defed where there is no 

Religion. 

Hat people which is vſed to line in bondage, baing ſet 427 

at libertie: is like in all reſpects to a ſauage Beall, the 

which hath bene nouriſhed in a grate o2 cloſe place. The 

which being by chaunce afterwards ſet at libertie av20ad 

in the Feldes: not being vſed to ſerke foz his owne pꝛoui⸗ 

ſion, not knowing whither to fue: he becomes the p2aye of 

the firſt, that goes about to entrap oz entangle him. 


Hat common vtilitie that is dzawne of liuing feare: As 8 

to enioy freely that which is our own without ſuſpicion 335 
not to dout of the honour of women and of our Childzen, 
not to be affraid of our ſelues, is not knowne of any whilſt 
that we poſſeſſe the ſame. Foz that there is no man that 
will ener confeſſe to be bound to him, that he doth not 
offend. 
He- that takes in handto gouerne a multitude, either , 5 

by waye of libertie, oz by waye of pꝛincipalitie, and 

* 


both 
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doth not aſſure himſelf of thoſe that do oppoſe themſelues 
againſt this new o2der and inſtitution: makes a ſtate of 
ſmall endurance. True it is, that I iudge thoſe Pꝛinces 
vnhappie, that to aſſure their ſtate, are conſtrained to hold 
extraozdinarp waies, bauing the multitude fo2 enemie,foz 
ſo much as he that hath fewe fo2 his enennes,caſilpe and 
with little ſcandale doth aſſure himſelf, but he p hath an 
vniuerſall people fo2 his enemp, ſhall neuer be aſſured: and 
by how much the moze he vleth crueltpe, by ſo much the 
moze his pꝛintipalitie becomes weake. 


V Vee mult pꝛeſuppoſe it to be a moſt true thing, that 

a co2rupted Citie which doth liue vnder a P2ince, 
although that that Pꝛince with all his ffock be exltingut- 
ſhed, cannot reduce it ſelk into liberty, but rather it is cons 
uenient that one Pꝛince exſtinguiſh another, and without 
the creation ofa new Pꝛinte it neuer ramaines in reſt: if 


_alreadie the bountie of the one, together with his great 


vertue, do not key it fre, but the liberty is to remaine ſo 

long as the life of him doth continue. 

VW \/ Vere the ground and ſubtect of the matter is not coꝛ⸗ 
rupted, tumultes and other ſcandales cannot bing 

vs and damage: but where the ſubtec is coꝛrupted, there 

Law: well mTtituted do not helpe, ik it were not already 


let toward by ſome perſon; that with extreame fozce did 


cauſe it ſo well to be obſerued, that the ſubiects ſhould bes 


come god: it is true, that this may fall out whilite his life 


doth indure, but when he is dead, it returnes to his olde 
and foꝛmer ſtate, and the vertue and fozce of the vniuer⸗ 
ſall ſubtect being alreadpe coꝛrupted, we cannot ſultaine 
god ozders. 

Man cannot be of fo long a life, as ſhalbe of ſufficient 
time to atcuſtome to godnes, a Cittie that hath a 
long time beene accuTomed fo euill. And if a man that is 


| 3 — life, oꝛ two vertuous ſucceſſions togither doth not 
you them fozward, when one ol them begins to faile, it 


kk 
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doth ruinate, it that with many perrilles and much blad, 
he do not cauſe it to ariſe againe, foʒ that ſuch coꝛruption 
and fo (mall aptnes of fre life, doth ſpꝛing of an inequali⸗ 
fie which is found in that Cittie oz State: and deſiring to 
reduce it to equall tearmes, it is neceſſarie to vſe great cx- 
traoꝛdinaries the which fewe other knowe o2 will vſe. \ 


V Eought to pꝛaiſe allperſons modeflye, foz by 433 
how much inkamie and ſlaunders do offend 
thoſe againſt whome they be ſpoken: ſo much moꝛe do the 
p:atſing of any one (beſides that we commend with great ; 
perrill to the iudgement and bountie of him of whome we 
ſpeake) doth oftentimes offend him that doth heare the 
ſame : in reſpec that thꝛough the ſelfe loue that doth go⸗ 
uerne vs the god oz the euill that we heare repoꝛted of o⸗ 
thers.is immedtatly reuolued in our mindes, and is com⸗ 
paàred to our ſelues: wherupon it ariſeth, that euerpe one 
that is of ſuch defects oꝛ merites, calles to memoꝛie, and is 
agreued that his pꝛaiſe is paſt ouer with ſilence, oz elſe 
bath feare that his defects be not diſcouered : and it often 
comes to paſſe, that we offend man, onelp with carrping 
leſſe reſpect fo one of the ſame, 02 one of greater quality, 
be — that aſmuch oꝛ perchaunce moze ſhalbe doone 
to him. 


VV Þena Painee hath foztified himſelle with confede- 

rates, with good Captains, with valiant ſouldiers, 434 
with weapons, with monep, and with ſtrong places:it fol⸗ 
lowes that he endeuour himſelfe to weaken the foꝛce, and 
to interrupt and bꝛeak aſunder the aduerſaries determi⸗ 
nations: the which thing may be perfourmed ſpedilye o2 
late, accoꝛding as occaſionſhall offer it ſelfe, the which is 
the fountaine and oꝛiginall ofall gloʒious aas. 


© god cuſtomes to the intent they may be maintained 
haue nerde ol the lawes: fo the lawes in reſpect they 435 
RR 3 may 


—  thattheyaccomplithgreat things and that they mount vp 


EG 
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map be obſerued, haue ned of god cuſſomes. 


= 436 J Hole inflitations and lawes that were made in a 


Common-weale, in the beginning thereof when men 
were god: dw not ſerue after to the purpoſe, when they 


Arc once become wicked: and if lawes do varrie in a Cit⸗ 


tie acco2ding to the accidents, the inſtitutions thercof do 
ſildome o2 neuer varie: the which thing makes that the 
newe lawes do not ſuffiſe, by reaſon that the inſtitutions 
that ſtand firme, do bꝛeak them. 


437 A Ponaltthe Romanes the cherfeſt degrees of the Cit⸗ 


tie were not giuen but to thoſe which did demaund 
them: this oꝛder at the beginning was god, fo2 that none 
did demaund them but thoſe Citizens which were iudged 
woꝛthie: and to haue the repulſe was an ignominious 
thing, wherupon it did ariſe, that to the intent they might 
be iudged god, euerpe one did perkourme god agions. 


438 {N the inſtitution of a Cittie o2 State to a politicke life, 


pꝛeluppoſe in your minde a god man. And to become a 
Pꝛince by violence, pꝛeſuppoſe in pour minde a wicked 
man: By this meanẽ s you ſhall ſildome finde that it falles 
ont that a god man becomes a Pꝛince by wicked meanes 
although the end were god: and that one that is wicked 
being become a Pꝛince, will perfo2zme god actions, that 
it will fall at any time into his minde to ble the authozi⸗ 
tie well, which he hath by euill meanes obtained. 

LIE that ſucceds in ſtate, although he be not of ſo great 
balour and vertuc as his pꝛedeceſſour, pet mape he 


maintaine the ſaide {tate thꝛough the fo2ce and vertue of 


him that gouerned the ſame befoze him, and mape eniope 
the keuites ol hig trauailes: but il it ſhould come to paſſe 
that he were not ofa long life, oz that after him there did 


not fpzing vp another, which doth put vpon him the va⸗ 


lour and vertuc of the firſt, that Kingdome is conſtrained 
to fall into ruine: So in contrarꝝ ſoꝛte, ifenery one after 
the other, are of great vertue, it offentumes appeares, 
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with their fame euen to the higheft heauens. 


* 


Lis a thing moſt certaine, that if where there be men 140 


| there be no Souldiers: it doth lpꝛing thꝛougb p fault of 
the Pꝛiate, and not thꝛough the defect oz any want in na⸗ 
ture, oꝛ of the ſcituation of the Countrie: foz that, a wiſe 


P2ince doth vſe in time ofpeace the ozders of warfare a 


militarie diſcipine. 

Here be twoſoztes of flatterie,thefir# arifeth of a ma⸗ 
licious craft ; the ſecond ol an vnaccuſtomed vie incon- 
uerſation: the firſt with purpoſe to p2ofit, is pzicked foz- 
ward art iũciallp, and dw vſe alt ſtudie to deceiue: the ſe⸗ 
cond,bath fo2 his purpoſed end, a care and feare not to of- 
fend, and therfoze doth vnwillinglp follow the other, who 
foz all that becomes his guide, but pet he is dzawne by her 
as though it were by feare, with putting in oblinton cer⸗ 
taine humilitie, certain ſernile reſpects and moſt vaine ti⸗ 
tles, which are made pꝛoper and fit, and ſuch as are requi- 
red of all ſoꝛts and qualitie of perſons in ſuch ſoꝛt, as the v 
cannot be ſhunned euen ol vertuous men, and ſuch as re⸗ 
maine witten in theſe tearmes of vſe, 


1 was neuer iudged a wile reſolution, to put in perrill $45 


all thy foꝛtune & not all thy foꝛces: thoſe do fal into this 
inconueniente, which determine when d enemie comes, to 


defend p difficile plates, t tokepe the paſſages': foꝛſomuch 


as it is a thing ot great damages, if in that difficuplace we 
cannot comoditouſly place all our foꝛces: and in p caſe we 
ought to take that reſolution, but ifthe place be rough and 
ragged,and ſo ſtrait that we cãnot plant al our ſtrengths: 
our reſolution is naught; therefoꝛe if we loſe that paſſage 
which we did pꝛeſuppoſe to keep, and in the which the peo⸗ 
ple and our armie did put their conũdente: there doth en⸗ 
fer foʒ the moſt parte into the people, and into all the reſt 
of the armie ſo great terrour, that without making triall 
oz experience of their valour and vertue, do giue oner thẽ⸗ 
ſelues to loſe all. And ſo it comes to paſſe that we foꝛgoe 
all our whole n 8 parte of our 55 

0 
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+ 43 „Ne O well oꝛdered Common; wealth doth at any time 
* canſell out the demerites ok her Citizens, with their 
oP merites, but hauing appointed rewardes,foz a god deede, 
E and puniſhments foz a wicked: andhaning rewarded ſome 
one fo2 that hehath done well, if that the ſame man do af/ 
terwards commit anp thing that is euill: he is to be cha⸗ 
ſtiſed without any reſpect of his god deeds, foz that if vnto 
acitizen that hath perfozmed and done any famous thing 
1 ko2 his Cittie, be toyned(beſides the reputation that ſuch 
E a one hath gained) a certaine audacitie,confidence e truſt, 
CE to be able without feare to do any thing that is not god: 
he will in time become ſo inſolent, that he will diſſolue all 
the oꝛder of ciuill life. 


1 He that would refoꝛme the ſtate of a Cittie, deſiring 

1 444 to haue that refozmation accepted, and to haue it 

. likewiſe maintained with the ſatiſfaction of enery one: It 

5 is neceſſary that he retaine at the leaſt the ſhadowe of the 

Auntient cuſtomes, to the intent that it map not appeare 

to the people that he hath changed the olde oꝛders and in⸗ 

ſtitutions, although in effects the oꝛdinances were newe, 

and altogither alienated from thoſe that were befo2c : foz 

that the vniuerſall mindes of men is ſo fed with that out⸗ 

ward ſhew which it ſemes to carrie, as if it were the very 

ſame indeede, ſo that they are muche moze moued with 

_ thoſe things ofoutward nn, the with that which 
they are in effect. 

I He vice of ingratitude doth ſpzing either ok couetouſ⸗ 

++) nes oz of ſuſped, fox that, when any people o2 any 

P2ince do ſend fozth any Generall oz Captaine, into 

What impoztunate expedition ſoeuer, where he gaines 

flutficient glozpe: that Pꝛince o people is afterwardes 

N bound to rewarde him, and if in change they diſhonour oꝛ 

endamage him, moued thereunto by couetouſnes: they 

commit an errour which cãnot be excuſed, but rather they 

loade their backs with a perpetuall infamie. © The 
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T Venature of men is ful uf ambition and ſuſpition, and , , - 

cannot giue any ſtape oz meane to noneof their Fozs * © 
tunes: therfoze it is animpoſſible thing but that, that ſu⸗ 
ſpition which doth ariſe in a Pꝛince immediafly after the 
victozte of his Captaine Generall: ſhould be cauſed by the 
encreaſe of ſome maner oz faſhion of behauiour vſed inſo⸗ 
lently in the ſaid Captaine: ſo that a Pzince can enter ins 
to no other thought, then how to aſſure himſelle, either by 
putting him to death, oz by taking from him his reputati⸗ 
on, oꝛ to make ſhewe with all induſtrie, that that vicozie 
did ariſe not by his valour and vertue, but by Foztune, oz 
thꝛough the vile baſenes of his enemie, 02 by the pꝛu⸗ 
dence of ſame other of his Captaines, that were in that 
8 Ulpition is ſo naturall in Pꝛinces, that they cannot des 4 47 

fend themſelues from the ſame ; wherupon it is impoſ- 

ſible that they ſhould ſhew gratefulnes to thoſe that haue 
vnder their Enſignes gained victozte, and that which a 
Pꝛince cannot defend himſelfe from: it is no miracle al- 
though the people de not defend theſelues from: fo2 that a 
Citie which haue lawes fre hauing two finall endes, the 
one to ſettle tommodities, and the other to maintain their 
fredome ; it falles qut of neceſſitie, that thzough ouer⸗ 
much lone, they ſhould erre both in the one and the o⸗ 
ther caſe. 23352001 


* 


T Hat Capt aine which will audide ingratitude, it is ne- 8 
ceſſarie that he do one of theſe two thinges: either #4 

that immediatly after the victoꝛie he put al into the hands 
of his Pꝛince, oꝛ that he kepe himſelfe from committing 
any inſolent oz ambitious ad, to the intent that the 
Pꝛince being made voyde of all ſuſpition, he may haue no 
occaſion either to puniſhe him, oꝛ to do him any hurt, but 
when the Generall dooth not ſo: let him couragiouſlye 
fake holde of all thoſe meanes, to make thoſe thinges that 
be hath gained, hisowne. 

Þ 2 Flatterie 


449 T houſes, andalſoin Common-wealthes, and in euerye 
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Latterieis chæfelye found in Courtes, Pallaces, and 


place, touching the perſon of him that doth flatter, and of 
him that is flattered ; the flatterer hath ne&de oz deſire of 
ſomething the which may be fo2 his gaine, oz elſe to con⸗ 
ſerue, to obtaine, oꝛ not toloſe,by the meanes of him that 
bedoth flatter: fozſomurch as the perſon that is flattered 
is alwaies mozo might ve then he that flatters, o2 at the 
leaſt ſach a one as in ſome reſpeus may fauour him: And 
therfoze it is vſed in Common⸗weales amongit thoſe that 
be equalles, and alſo of the ſuperiours towards the inke⸗ 
riours: only it reſts that thoſe that be miſerable and baſe 
men, which are not thought to be able in any caſe either 
to harme oz helpe, do not flatter and in like ſozte as well 
thoſe that are endowed with magnanimitie, and are in 
happie eſtate, as thoſe that ve pꝛeſumptuous, and thoſe 
that content themfelues with their eſtate, be not flat- 


terers. 


459. 


Men to obtaine their intents vſe their meanes, that is 
bo ſap either foꝛce, either recompence,o2 the amiable 
willes of others: the two firſt do not appertaine to flatte⸗ 
rers ; foz,he that will vſe fo2ce, o2 gine due recompence, 
dooth neuer flatter ; beſides that, fozce belonges to the 
mighty, where flatfery appertains moze fo the weakned, 
And recompences makes men, at the leaſt in that ad, e⸗ 


quall amongſt themſelues. Where flatterie makes them 


451 1 


vnequall: amitie remaines,the which is gained with bene⸗ 
uolence, and is maintained with freendſhip, oꝛ with the ſi⸗ 
militude of the one and the other. 

He reputation of dignitie the which doth ſpꝛing of ver⸗ 
tue + valour of magnilicence, of ſtudies, of thoughtes, 


of woꝛds, and of ſuch cuſtomes, that they da not diſagree 
from the (fate wherein a Gentleman doth remaine, and 
that togither they are not farre ſeperated from that vnto 
which he mape attaine : the which thing onght to be al⸗ 
wales befo2e the eyes of a Gentleman, as well foz that he 

yy may 
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may neuer be reputed vnwoꝛthie, as alſo fo2 that he ne- 
uer come to be ſuſpected that he is not apt to become a 
Maieſtrate. ü 
YV Voloeuer doth polleſſe a ſtate, ought to conſider be- |, 
fioꝛe aduerſe times do chaunce, that he maye haue +3 
nde of ſandzye men. and after this conſideration to line 
amongſt them tn ſuch ſoꝛte, that he ſhall iudge ( whenſoe⸗ 
uer that time ſhall fall out) that he of neceſlitie muſt liue: 
and he that gonernes himſelfe otherwiſe, and after when 
the perrill comes vpon him, death think to gaine men with 
benefites:he is diſcetued,foz he cannot only, not aſſure him 
ſelfe,but doth rather haſten his ruine. 
VV Ven any. inconuentence doth ariſein a Common- 453 
weale, cauſed by inward,oz outward.o2 fo2 vain oc⸗ 
caſions, is become ſo great, that it begins to ſtrike feare 
in the hartes of euerp one: it is a moze lure reſolution, to 
tempoꝛiſe p ſame, thẽ to attempt to exſtinguich it, foʒ that 
thoſe that goe about to choake and kill it, do almoſt al- 
wates make the foꝛces therof greater, and do haſten that 
euill which is ſuſpected of the ſame. 
] F there beſ&ne to ariſe ina Common-weale, a noble 454 
perſon, that hath extraozdinarie vertues, the eyes of the 
Citizens turning their ſight vpon him, do concurre and 
runne without any reſpec to honour him, in ſuch ſoꝛt that 
ik there be in him any ambition at all, thoſe fauours that 
nature and theſe accidentes haue giuen him, being vnited 
together, comes immediatly in place: that when the Citi⸗ 
zens perceiue their errour, thep haue ſmall remedpe to re⸗ 
ſilk the ſame: and going about to do fo, they perfozme 
naught elſe but fo haſten foʒ ward his power. 
Fa Citizen wonld be able to endamage and to take v⸗ 
pon him ertrao2dinarpe authozitie: it is requiſite he 45 
haue many partes and qualities which he can neuer haue, 
in a Common · weale not cozrupted-: foꝛ that it is neceſſa⸗ 
rie that he be very rich, that he haue ſafficient ſtoze of per⸗ 


takers and adherents which he cannot haue where the 
+16 P 3 _ lawes 
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N 
= lawes are obſerued, and although he had, yet ſuch men are 
[5 ſo timerous, that thoſe fre fanours do not concurre in 


them. 
456 wv Hen the auntient gouernours of State, did ſe the 
| Common-weale quiet and in god cale, they did al⸗ 
waies finde out ſomething although feinedly to the intent 
the Citizens might be afratde : fo2 that by this feare they 
might ariſe to be moꝛe carefull, and the moe watchful foz 
= the pꝛeſeruation of their ſafetie: fozfomuch as thoſe wiſe 
= auntient fathers did very well know, that p vniuerſall de- 
fect of men, is willing to become idle and negligent, a ne⸗ 
uer by their god wils to apply themſelues in a life 5ᷣ is in⸗ 
1 duſtrious, but only wen neceſſitie conſtraines them. 
Eagues are accuſtomed not to endure long, whoſe 


= rily falles out, that they take in hand enterpꝛiſes that en⸗ 
1M diauVre but a ſmall time. 
| 1 — is a manikeſt thing that the fozce of Leagues not vſed 
458 Lin their heate, dw ſone vanich away: foz that immediat- 
M ly ſuſpition makes entry, which doth cole and diſſolue the, 
=_— and as at one inſtant they are viſſeuered: ſo they cannot 
1 18 be knit againe togither, without a long ſpace of time, 
WM 459 A Pbition is of ſo mightye power in the bꝛeſt of men, 
a that it neuer dofh avandon them: the occaſion is, foꝛ 
| that nature hath created men, that they mape deſire all 
thinges, but not obtaine all thinges: in ſuch ſoꝛte, that al- 
waies our deſires being greater then our power to obtain: 
it doth turne to the euill contentation and (mall ſatiſfacti- 
on of him that doth poſſeſſe. Of this doth ariſe the varying 
_ and changing of foꝛtune, foz that men deſiring, ſome to 
B haue moꝛe, and ſome fearing to loſe that they haue alredy 


—_ —— in the managing of his eſtate, doth not onelpe 
. 460 lk to redzelle pꝛeſent ſcandales, but alſo thoſe that 
"I £ . are 


RX 757 — and fury is at the beginning: therfoꝛe it neceſſa⸗ 


: f gotten, fall out to vſe iniuries, and finally warres,wherof 
= the rune of one pꝛouince doth ariſe, and the exaltation of 
| 1 another. | 
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are future, and to pꝛouide fo2 the ſame with all induſtrye, 
fo2 that pꝛouiding foz the ſame a far off, he map eaſilye re- 
medie them, but expecting vntill the euill dꝛawe nere : the 
phiſick comes not in time, foꝛſomuch as not being known, 
it both growes olde and to be without cure. 
VV Hen a Pꝛince would maintain his ſtate in a P20- 
uince, diſagreing in cuſtomes and lawes, from his 
nature: finding therin much ditficultie, it is requiſite that 
he haue great foꝛtune and great induſtry but the moſt al⸗ 
ſured wap is: that he goe ta remaine there in perſon, to 
the intent p poſſeſſion may be aſſured, and thoſe diſoꝛders 
mape be diſcerned, vnto which remedpe maye be giuen, be- 
ſides that, the ſubiects hauing their Pꝛince nere at hand, 
and carrying willing mindes to be god, they haue greater 
cauſe to loue him, and being the confrary,to feare him: and 
he that goes about to aſſault him, ſhall remaine moze 
doubtfull, and although he determine to dw ſo, vet he ouer⸗ 
comes with greater difficultie. | 
E that is in a Pꝛouince with his regiments oꝛ colonies 
that conſiſt of many fotmen, and ofmany inhabitours 
therin : ought to make himſelfe the head and defendour of 
his neighbours that are of leſſe power then he is himſelfe, 
oz rather to indeuour himſelfe to weaken the moſt mighty 
ol them, and he ought to haue care and regarde that foꝛ no 
accident no Strangers do enter into his ſtate, foꝛſomuch 
as they are euer hunted after of thoſe 5 are mal contents 
in that Pꝛouinte, either thꝛough ouergreat ambition, o2 
thꝛough ouer-great pouertie. 
FR after a mightye Stranger is entered into a 
Pꝛouince, all thoſe that are of meaneſt power in p ſame, 


do iopne themſelues vnto him, moued thꝛough the enupe 
that they haue had againſt him that hath beene mighty a⸗ 
gainſt them, by reaſon that in reſpect of theſe ſmall pow⸗ 
ers, the ſtranger hath little trauailto gain ſame, that aſ- 
ſemble thẽſelues incontinftly about him, he hath only this 


to thinke vpon, that they take not vpon them * 
ozce, 


46 
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_ fozce,oz ouermuch authozitie,the which he may eaſily do, 
E. debaſing with his fozces the moit mightye, to remaine al⸗ 
togither the arbitratour ofthe Pꝛouince, and he that doth 
not gouerne himlelfe well in this part, he ſhall ſoone lwſe 
that he hath gotten. 
- Hep do not bzeake their accoꝛde and compact, who 
464 when they are not aided and fuccoured, confederate 
themſelues with others: but rather thoſe that prelde no 
ſuccours to them with whome they haue made couention - 
2M and are in conſoꝛte. And he merites no blame who becauſe 
= he will not fall into perrilles that be exceding great,caſfes 
bis eyes with diltgence vpon thoſe things that are pꝛofita⸗ 
ble vnto him: rather the vnto thoſe, which foz other mens 
A cauſes are damageable vnto him. 
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1 man knowes eaſily the generall inclination of 
any nation, and the actions therof being publick: it is 
neceſſarte that the ſame ſhewe per foꝛʒce her minde and de⸗ 
ſires, fo:th of which after ward are dꝛa we perticular de⸗ 
terminations either moꝛe oꝛ leſſe, accoꝛding to the capati⸗ 
g tie of that wiſe man: which hath charge to perte and deſi⸗ 
* pher the ſame. 
4 i He great and mighty Nozthern Pꝛinces, which haue 
4 . 6 many Childꝛen, carrie alwaies their mindes apt and 
= - pꝛone to make warres as well in reſpect ofglo2y,as alſo 
2B to obfaine {fate fo2 their Childzen, and to deltner their 
. owne kingdomes,from thoſe diſturbations, which foz the 
"= moſt parte, the firſt begotten amongſt many bꝛethꝛen, is 
accuſtomed to bꝛing, and if vnto theſe reſpects wzath and 
gloꝛie be topned, without all doubt they exalte very much 
3 that Kinadome, which acco2ding to their imagination is 
= moſt eaſie to be conquered: oꝛ in the which they haue ſome 
5 cullour oz pꝛetence of right, to the intent they may in eche 
_ caſe that doth chaunce either of Leages, either towardes 
their aduerſaries,o2 in any nſtifications:lalue the appea⸗ 
rance thereof to the wozlde, 


465 


Soliman 
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mn the Emperour of the Turkes ſaide,that Pꝛin⸗ hs 
tes ought not to vie the heipand aide ot a Seruant oft- 1 
ner then onte: foꝛſomuch as, in that frſt fac his deſtre to 
obfaine the god grace of his Paince: and the greatnes of 
the demaund, death make him to reſolus in himfeif to obey 
his requeit, hauing no ſpace to think either of the perrill oꝛ 
of his owne aduauntage: but when after he comes afreſhe 
fo requeſt him, he thinkes no moze ol the fauour alreadpe 
obtained, but doth imagine to make fre himſe lle, with the 
perrill of his Dzince, and fo aduauntage hinuelfe by ſome 
meanes,to thedamage oftentimes afhis 2ince, and the 
falſing ok his own faith. | 
T oftentimes comes to paſſe, that when we demannd a 
thing and are not able to obtain if: fo2 that we haue not 468 
in a readines the reaſons that may be oppoſed, we loſe re⸗ 
putation, and he that doth deny the lame: beſides that, he 
doth repute vs fo2 pꝛeſumptuous and impzudent, imagi⸗ 
ning that be hath offended vs, by reaſon of his deniall: 
and growes to hate vs, Yeerof it ariſeth, that py gate is 
ſhutte vp againſt oar obtaining of any other thing, which 
eaſilp would haue beene graunted vs, the which we do not 
now p2oced to demaund, becauſe the firlk hath been denp⸗ 
ed, wherupon he knowing our neede and neceſſitie, dooth 
not offer the ſame, ſuppoſing that we are diſpleaſed. 
A Wiſe Officer o ſeruaunt ought after the maner of 

an excellent Phiſition, foꝛeſe that which he may hope 
fo2, 62 that which he mape feare, neither hoping noꝛ fea⸗469 
ring mo2e oꝛ leſſe, then ſo much as is conuenient, and he 
may very eaſily know in the beginning, if that his hope be 
in augmentation, in eſtate, oꝛ in declination:and knowing 
the lame, he may make his pꝛognoſticate, to the intent he 
nerde not altogither to expen his ſozrowe, and he ought to 
aduertiſe his Pꝛince oz Maiſter, thereby to ſhewe himſelſfe 
pꝛudent, kœping alwais his iudgement in hand, not luffe⸗ 


ring him to be eralted . hope, neither fall = 
ths 
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the ground thꝛough feare,and ſo affaires are handled with 
pꝛudence, and come to paſſe to his honoꝛ, that doth negoti⸗ 
ate ſoꝛ the p2ofit of nis Maſter. 
VV Hen Pꝛintes do not graunt, oꝛ are coꝛreſpondent to 
mens demaunds, it growes vpon theſe occaſi⸗ 
ons, either that their filence giues them time to reſolue vs 
pon ſome thing that is doubtfull, oz elſe with their ſilente 
they deny the ſame: iudging the demaund to be vniuſt, oz 
elſe ter deſpiſe him p hath made the demaund, although 
it be vmuit, either elle delpiſe the ſeruaunt that doth de⸗ 
maund p ſame, oꝛ elſe exſpects new aduertiſements, p bet⸗ 
ter to reſolue himſelfe, o2 otherwiſe in this caſe giue god 
woꝛds to their Seruants: therſoꝛe the pꝛudent negotia- 
tour ought to make his conũderations, in which eſtate of 
thele fozeſaide caſes, he dooth finde himſelfe, and takes his 
expedition in hand with the better deliberation, 


Pars would haue the duetpe ol a god Citizen fo conſilf 
in theſe fower thinges, foz the benefite of the commons 
weale: that is, that he be pꝛudent in viſcearning thoſe 
things that be pꝛeſent, and pꝛeuent thoſe that are to come: 
iuſt in diſtributing to euerpe one accoꝛding to his deme⸗ 
rites, ſtrong to duer - come leares, which are an impedi⸗ 


ment to the operation of vertue, and tempozate in 
our deſires, 


IF we defire to gouerne ſecretlpe and ſurelpe in any 

State; there is nothing moze neceſſarie then to haue 
knowledge of the deferminations and defignes of great 
Pzinces: and in what ſozte they are of abilitie to be exe⸗ 
cuted: foʒ that a man maye pꝛeſerue himſelſe in time ok 
peace, which whoſocuer he imagineth may aide oz p;ofif 
him th;zough their amitie, and maye pꝛouide himlelfe 


in caſe of any diſturbance ko the intent to auoide 
harme. 


The 
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| Be knowledge of matters of ſtate, is ſifted out of Pꝛin⸗ 473 

ces by ſundꝛie meanes. Fozlomuch, as ſome pꝛocure to 
knows the ſame by way of repoꝛte, ſome by way of dil⸗ 
courſe, ſome by the meanes ot eſpialls, ſome by fipendary 
intelligencers, aud ſome by the diſpoſition of this man, and 
ſome by p man. But there is no way ſo certain: as by the 
meanes of Amballadours, t eſpeciallp of thoſe, that either 
thꝛough the greatnes of their Pꝛince, 02 by his owne pꝛo⸗ 
per bertue, is in reputation: fo2 that dealing alwaies with 
greate perſons, and pondering diligently, their cuſtomes, 
their woods, their counſell, the valour, the maner of euer 
one and of the Pꝛince himſelf; they may with a moze ſurer 
grounded foundacion, then thoſe that waite Cronicles: 
knowe by repozte,thinges that are paſt: neither like explo⸗ 
ratoures, reſt onely vpon the conſideration of thinges pꝛe⸗ 
ſeat: But with a certain and allured confideracton dꝛawne 


foꝛth of theſe and thoſe thinges: make ndgement of pat 
which is to come. 


Hoſe Common - weales that were well indituted, gi⸗ 
uing out Authozitie any long time, appopnted vats 
the lame certaine guardes and watch men, that the wic⸗ 
ked vnto whome ſuch authoꝛitie did belonge ſhould not be 
able to vſe it naughtilp: and in this caſe, it helpes nat that 
the matter and ſubſtanco ſhould not be cozrupted. Foꝛ that 
an abſolute Authozitie, doth coꝛrupte in ſhoꝛte time the 
matter and ſubſtance, and makes them partakers and 
freendes. And to ſuch a perſon it hurtes not that he is poꝛe, 
oz that he hath no kin(-folkes, Foz that riches and other 
fauours, do run immediatlꝑ after him. 


47 4 


| A Common weale, maye haue moze confidence in a +7) 
| Citizen, that from a highe degree, deſcendes to go⸗ 
uerne one that is leſſe: then in him, that from a ſmall 
degree n to a greater. oz that in reaſon this man 

N 2 cannot 
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cannot be credited, if he haue not god men about him, who 
are of ſuch reuerence and vertue, that thoſe nouelties he 
raiſeth, mape be moderated with their authozitpe and 
2} counſell. 
I ole men that would put any thing in execution. ought 
476 üirſte to pꝛepare themſelues with all inzuffrie, when 
. occaſton commeth, to remaine in god readines, to ſatiſſie 
and perfoꝛme that, which they haue determined to put in 
execution, and fo2 that when pꝛeparations are made poli⸗ 
3 tickly andcraffily they are not known, hecannot be accu- 
 Ttedofanynegtigence, if ũürſt it be not diſconered by occaſi- 
Id on, in the which ik afterwards it woꝛke not effec, it ap⸗ 
3 peares that either he made not inch pꝛeparations as were 
I ſafficient, oz that he thought of no parte of them befoze 
1 | hand, 
. 47 * . — deſire to take away a diſo2der (pang vp in a Com⸗ 
mon- weale, and foꝛ this reſpect to make a Lawe that 
may loke a great time back ward, is no god reſolution: 
koꝛ that we pꝛocure naught elſe but haſten that cutll vnto 
3 which this diſozder doth conduct and leade vs, but by tem⸗ 
pPoziſing either that the euill may goe foꝛward moꝛe ſlolpe 
if = that by it felfe(befoze it take effect) it may be erſtingui⸗ 
bbed in time. 
= 473 | Ve wozltqualitie that a weake Common-weale can 
. haue, is to be irreſolute, fo2 that all the reſolutions 
they take, they take the by fozce, and if they do an thing 
that is gad, they do it by foꝛte and not by pꝛudente, fo2ſo- 
much as their weakenes, will neuer fuffer them to conſult 
=. where there is any doubt, and if that doubt be not cancels 
b led, by ſome violence thatdoth pꝛi cke it Tozward: they 
. hang alwaies in ſuſpition. 
„In diſtribution and diuiſton of the politick inſtite, 
like and gouerne ment, woutd be ruled with a Geo- 
” metricall pꝛopoztion, that is, accoꝛding tothe qualitie of 
the perſon; otherwiſe it is: no iuſtice. As koz example it 
appear £93 
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appeares, that puniſhment by infamie is a ſmall puniſh- 
ment to one of baſe degræ, whereas to a noble perſ6nage 
it is of great detriment. TZherfoze thoſe Officers and mi⸗ 
niſters that pzoce&de in merites and demerites, in fauours 
and diſfauours, in one maner and with one meaſure, has 
ving no conſideration to the diuerſitp, that nature and foz- 
tune hath put bet wixt the one and the other, ſo that they 
cannot be changed vnleſſe the nature and cuſtome of the 
whole wozlde be changed: de not vnderſtand the lame as 
it ought to be: foꝛ that the nobilitie growe into diſpaire, 
percetuing themſelues to be debaſed, in like equall ſozt to 
thoſe that be their inferiours, and perteiuing that thoſe 
which are of baſe degre to be entreated and o2dered like 
the nobilitie:it makes them become inſolent. 

He foꝛces of Pꝛinces, if they be not gouerned with rea⸗ 
ſon, and with god counſell: do not onely become weak 


that poſſeſſe them: but ik they be ruled by pꝛudence and 

god iudgement, thep wozke meruailous effeds, and giue 

vnto our freends hope and ſecuritie, and bꝛinges vnto our 

enemies confuſion and feare. 

„ He reputation and credit of a well ozdered commons 
weale, is pꝛeſerued with neutralitie, with abſtaining 


and vaine, but fo2 the moſt parte are damageable to thoſe 47 9 


from entring into league with any Pzince, with remai⸗ +7 2 


ning in amitie with all, and by keeping all Pzinces in hope 
by ſhunning all occaſions to ſuffer damage oz iniury of any 
whoſoener, by entertaining many Taptaines of valour 
and of experience, by making god and foꝛceable pzeparas 
tions of warfare'by Wand: and by not abandoning with 
negligence his Pauie fo the Seas, by keeping and mains 
taining the people in loue and fidelitic,and by giuing viito 
the Mobility honours, to thoſe 5ᷣ be of baſe degree manp 
commodities: and finally by giuia x nto enery one ſecu⸗ 
ritie and iuſtice, hauing cherke care that ali men oblerue, 
3 * id roverencs-vonineſrlitutions, 


93 At 


480, 


481 
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[© is eaſtipe knowne by thoſe that conſider well, thoſe 
thinges that are pꝛeſent, and thoſe things that are pat 
in auntient time: how that in all Cities and amongſt all 
people, the ſame defires and the tame honours, that euer 
were amongſt them do ſtul remaine: in ſuch loꝛzte that it 
is a verp eaſie thing to him that doth well and diligently 
examine things pal, to foꝛeſe in a Common; weale thoſe 
thinges that are to come: and to vſe thoſe remedies that 
of the antiquitie were vled, oz not finding thoſe that haue 
been vſed to think vpon new, thꝛough the ſimilitude of the 
accidents 5; but fo2 theſe conſiderations, are either neglec- 
ted oꝛ not vnder ſtode of thoſe that read, o2 if they be vn- 
deritode, they are not knowne of them that gouerne,net- 
ther are they tollowed, foz that the ſelfeſame ſcandalles 
are to be found in all ages. 


\/ Ven the people are bꝛought into this errour, to giue 


reputation to one ſole perſon, which doth ruinate 
and reuenge himlelfe againſt thoſe he hates, and that the 
ſame man be not wiſe: if will euer chaunce, that he being 
become a Wicant, will endenour himſelke together with 
the fauour of the people, to rote out and exſtinguiſhe the 
Nobilitie: neither will be ener turne himſelfe to oppꝛeſſe 
the people, but when he hath deſtroped all the Hobi⸗ 
litpe. 
. thoſe that be noble.deſire to be Tirants, ne⸗ 
nerthelefle that parte ofthe nobility which keep them 
ſelues fw2th of the path of tir annie, are alwates enemies 
to a Tirant, who can neuer gaine to his parte all the no⸗ 


bilit p, thꝛougb the ambition 4 great couetouſnes which 


remaines in him: {ozſomuch as the Lirant is not able to 
haue ſuch ſtoꝛe of riches and ſo manp honours, as would 
ſatiite all the whole members of them. Whereupon it 


comes to paſſe, that thoſe Tirants which haue to their 
kreendes the vniuertall multitude ol the people, and foz e- 


nemies 
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nemies thoſe that be great perſonages, are moꝛe ſecure, 
foz that their violence is ſuſtapned with a greater fozce 
then thoſe be that haue the people to their enemies, and 
the Hobilitie to their freends. 


Haetbat in ſhewe hath appeared fo2 god a cerfaine 
time, and will af his fantaſie and picaſure become 493 
naught ; muſt pzoceedein the ſame with due meanes, and 
guide himſelfe in (ach ſozt with occaſion, that befoze the 
change of his nature, take away from him his old fauours; 
he may hauc obtained ſo many new, that his authozitie be 
nothing deminilhed at al, other wiſe when he is dilcouered 
and without freends, he runnes into rum + is ouerthzown. 


T 1s hurtfull to a Common-weale, with continuall 
harmes and damages, to holde and kepe the mindes of 484 
the Subicas in continuall feare and ſuſpence: foz that 
thoſe men that begin to doubt that they ſhall incurre any 
euill, do in any caſe aſſure themſelues from thoſe perrils, 
and become to carry leſſe reſpec and to be of moꝛe audact- 
tie to attempt newe things: therfoꝛe it is either neceſſary 
neuer to hurt oz offend any perſon, oꝛ to vſe ai our harmes 
at one inſtant, and aſterwards aſſure thoſe men, and giue 
them occaſion to quiet their mindes. 
Common; weale in her inſtitutions and oꝛders ought 
to be watchfull that the Citizens vnder the ſhadowe of 485 
god, do not woꝛke euill: and that they carpe and haue 
that reputation, which may helpe and not harme the li⸗ 
bertye thereof, | 
A P2udent man onght neuer to refuſe the popular iudg⸗ 486 
ments, in particular things about the diſtribution of 
degrees and dignities, fo2 that in this onelye the people do 
not deceive themſelues: and it they be deceiued, it is rare⸗ 
lp: but thoſe that be fewe in number, which haue to make 
ſuch diſtributions, do much moze deceine nn. 
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A Al thoſe Contries and P2ouinces that liue in libertie: 
make great increaſe, and pꝛocæd much moꝛe fozward 
then thoſe that liue in flanery and bondage. Fo2 that in a 
free ſtate is found greater ſtoze of people, becauſe martage 
a mongſt them are moꝛe fre and moze deſired of men: fo2- 
ſomuch as euexy one doth willingly beget thoſe Childzen, 
which they think them ſelues able to nouriſh: not douting 
that their Patrimonp ſhall be taken from them: and that 
they are bozne free and not llaues, and that thoy map by 
means of their vertue and valonr become great. 

Boſe which determine in them ſelucs to haue a Citie of 
great empire and rule: ought to endenour them felues 
with all induſtrie, to repleniſh the ſame with inhabitants: 
the which thing is perfourmed two wapes, by loue and by 
fozce. By loue, by keeping the way open and ſecure fo2 all 


ſtrangers, that diſpoſe them ſelues to inhabite therin. By 


foꝛce, by deſtroying the next Cities and by bzinging the in⸗ 
habit ants ofthem fo dwell in their wne Citie. 
Meake and ſmall Common weale cannot inuade and 
occupy neither cities noꝛ kingdomes that are ſtronger 
and greater then it ſelfe. And ik ſoz all that ſhe do inuade 
and poſleſſe the ſame: it chaunceth vnto her, the ſame that 
doth unto that Tre which bath her bowes greater then 
the body of the ZZree, fo that ſuſtaining and holding vp her 
bꝛanches with great topie andtrauaile: every ſmall wind 
doth bend the ſame. 

O take the charge and care to gouern aCitie with vio⸗ 

lence,cheefely thoſe which are aetuſtomed to liue fra:is 
a difficile and troubleſome thing, and if we be not mighty 
in armes: we can neither rule noꝛ tommaund the ſame. 
Tee intent of him that makes war by election oꝛ by am- 

bition: ought to be, to obtaine and fomaintaine the 
thing gotten, and in ſuch fozte to pꝛocerd in the ſame, that 
he make him ſelfe rich, and not imponeriſh ths Countrye 
and his owne Common weale. bn 

g 
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= O obfaine empire and not fozce : agree weil together, 
and he that obtaines Empire andnot fozce both to- 72 
nether, it comes of neceſſitie, that he muſt fall in ru- 
ine. And he cannot obtaine fozce, that is impoueriſhed by 
warres, althouah he be vicoz1us : foz that he doth diſvurſſe 
moze then he receiues in by the gaine therof, 
A Pꝛince 02 a Common-weale; ought firſt to take eue⸗ 4 93 
rye other reſolution, then to haue recourſe fo conduc 
and bꝛing into his ſkate fo2 his defence, Fo2raine ſuccours, 
although it is neceſſary foz him to put confidence in them. 
foz that any parte, oꝛ any conuention that he makes with 
the enemie: wilbe lighter vnto him, thẽ any ſuch reſolution. 
A N ambitious Pꝛinte 02 Common-weale,can haue no 494 
greater occaſion to inuade any Citie oꝛ Pꝛouince: the 
to be requeſted to ſend his army to the defence therok. 
Hat perſon that is ſo ambitious, that not onely to de⸗ 
fend himſelfe, but alſo to offend others: calles vnto him 495 
like coadiutours and helpes, goes about to odtaine that 
which he cannot holde, and that the ſame which already be 
bath gotten: may be eaſily taken from him. 
Hoſe Cities whtch are vſed to liue free, oꝛ accuſtomed 496 
fo gouerne themſe lues by their Pꝛouincialls: remaine 
content (together with other quiet) vnder a Domintone 
which they ſer not, rather then vnder that which they ſee⸗ 
uery day: Whertnit ſemes that their bondage aperres al- 
wapes befo2e their epes. 
A. Mongtſt all thoſe States that are full of inkelicitie and 
infoꝛtunate: the ſtate of a Pꝛinte oz Common weale 497 
is moſt vnhappp, which are reduced into ſuch tearmes that 
they can neuer receiue peace, noꝛ ſuſtaine warres. Unto 
which tearmes, thoſe re reduced that be ouermuch enda- 
maged with the conditions of the peace, and on the other 
ſide, when they would make warres : it behoues them _ 
ther to make themſelues a pꝛap to thoſe that help them: o 
remaine foz a ſpople to the enemie. 
R The 
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8 Te eſtate ofa gouernment is no other, then to rule thy 

ſubieas in ſuch ſozte, that neither they tan, oꝛ by reaſon 
ought to hurt oz offend the. This is done by this meanes 
either by aſſuring thy ſelfe ſufriciently in all thinges, cut- 
ting off all thoſe wapes wherby they might harme thee : oz 
elſe tobenefite them ſo much, that they cannot by any rea- 
ſon be mo2e to deſire to change Foꝛtune. 


8 £ 499 VV Ven we are to Judge mightie Cities that are accu- 


ſtomed to line free : if ts conuenient either to extin⸗ 
guich them,ozcurteouſly to imbꝛate them, otherwiſe euerp 
iudgement will fall out to be vaine, and we muſt altoge⸗ 
ther ſhunne the meane wape, foz that it is pernitious. 


O vſe woꝛdes againſte the Enemye, of (mall honour: 
500 ſpꝛing fo2 the moſt part af an inſolencie that giues vnto 
men either vicozie 02 a falſe hope of vicozie. The which 
falſe hope doth not onely cauſe men fo erre in woꝛdes, buf 
alſo in deedes, fo2 that this hope makes a man to paſſe his, 
boundes, and cauſeth him often times to loſe the occaſion 
he hath to obtaine an aſſured god, hoping to haue a better 
which is vncertaine. 
1 Kinices that are aſſapled (when the aſſaulte is made 
For 4 by men that are moze mightie then they) can commit 
no greater errour, then to refuſe any agreement, chately 
When it is offced vnto them. Foz that there can neuer any 
ſuch baſe condition be offred: but that in ſome parte of the 
ſame there is contapned, the benefite and god beeing of him 
that doth accept the ſame : and therein ſhall be parte ofhis 
victo2te. 
| Fa greate perſonage be greatly offended 02 endamaged, 
502 J with the publike tate, oꝛ with anye pꝛiuate perſon, and 
bath not reuenged him ſelfe accoꝛding to his own ſatiſfactts 


= on, it he liue in a Common-weale: he doth goe about with 
the rune therok to reuenge himſelfe. If he liue under a 
pꝛince, and haue within him any generoſitie and coꝛage: he 
neuer 
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neuer doth quiet him ſelfe, vnfill (uch tine that in ſome 
ſozte, he doth reuenge him ſelfe againſt him, although he 
perteiue his owne pꝛoper damage (houlde fall out in the 
ſame. 

M En may alwayes followe Foztune, but neuer oppoſe 

them ſelues againſt Fo2tune. They may weaue the 507 

web therof, but not bzeake the ſame. They ought neuer to 
abandon Foztune, foz that not knowing the end therok: 
and beſides that ſhe alwaies goes th2ough vnknowne and 
croked pathes,we ought alwaies to liue in hope of her, and 
hoping not to abandon our ſelues, in whatſoeuer Foztune 
oꝛʒ in whatſdeuer trauaile we do finde our ſelues. 


* thoſe Signes whereby we knowe the power 
Land might of a State: the one is, to beholde how ſhe 504 
lines with her neighbours, Foz that when ſhe gouernes 

her ſelfe in ſuch ſoꝛt, that her neighbours to haue her their 
frende do make them ſelues her Pencionares, then is it 

à certaine ſigne that, that State is mightie. But when the 

ſaide Neighboures (although inferiour vnto her) dꝛawe 
money of her: then it is a greate ſigne of her weaknes. 


F thou be a Pal- content againſte any P2ince: meaſure 
and ballance thy foꝛces, and if thou be ſo mightye, that 525 
thou art able to diſcouer thy ſelfe to be his Enemie, and to 
make warres againſt him openly: enter into this path, as 
leaſt perilous and moſt honourable: but ik thy ſoꝛces be 
not ſufficient, indeuour thy ſelf with all induſtrie to make 
him thy freend, and enter into the path that thou doſt 
iudge to be neceſſarie, following his pleaſures, and ma- 
king ſhowe that thoſe thinges pleaſe thee, which thou 
ſeceſt delightes him: foz that this domeſticke familia⸗ 
ritie makes to line ſecure , and without feare of any 
perrill make thee to eniope and be pertaker of his 
god foztune, and bꝛinges vnto thee all god meanes and 
R 2 commo⸗ 


Ws 4 


WE; 


tunatelp, and their operations haue a naughty end. 
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commodities foz thee to ſatiſfie thy minde. | 
506 WC ougbt not to remaine ſo nere vnto Pꝛinces, that 
their ruine ouerwhelme vs: neither ſo farre diſtant 
off, that being onerth2owne, we maye be able fo ariue in 
time to leape vpon the ruine. 


Hoſe Princes begin then to loſe their fate, when they 
begin to bzeake the Lawes, the maners, and thoſe cu⸗ 
comes that be of antiquitie: and vnder the which men 
haue liued a long tune,fo2 that theſe do want commodity: 
thoſe do abandon them, and their willes and deſires is a⸗ 
like, foz that the deſire of dominion, is as great oz greater 
then is the deſire of reuenge. 


I . Tope greateſt enemy that a Pꝛince hath, is conſpiracy, 
0 


fo2 that whenſoeuer it is made, either it doth deſfrop 
him oz defame him. If they take effec: he dyes, if they be 
diſcouered, and that he doth kill the conſpiratours: it will 
alwaies be thought to haue been the inuention of p pꝛince, 
foſatiſfie his couetous deſire, oꝛ to aſſwage his crueltie in 


the blend and gods of them which he hath executed and put 


to death. 


Wen a Paince doth diſcouer any conſpiracpe, let him 
510 


vſe all endeuours to vnder ſtand the qualitie thereof: 
and to meaſure well the condition and nature of the con⸗ 
ſpiratour, and of his owne: and when he doth finde them 
great and mightye, let him not diſcouer them, ik firſte he 
be not pꝛepared with ſufficient fozces to oppꝛeſſe them, 
Foz if he do otherwiſe, he diſcouers his owne rune. 


MM En fo2 the moſt parte in their pꝛocedings, and much 
51 


moꝛe in their actions of impoꝛtance, ought to conſi- 
der and to accommodate thẽſelues to the time. And thoſe 
which by making naughty elections, oꝛ by natural inclina- 
tions diſagre from the time:line fo2 the moſt parte vnfoz- 


A man 


© o2ders to coꝛrupt the people of any Cittie, but it is an 
impoſſible thing that the life of one alone ſhould be ſuffict- 
ent to cozrupt it in (ach ſozte,that he himſelfe may be able 
to reape fruite thereof; and although he did perfozme it 
thꝛougb the long pꝛogreſſe and dzawing out of time, pet if 
is impoſſible in reſpect ofthe pꝛocading of men that are im⸗ 
patient, and cannot long deferre their paſſions. 


H E that will take vpon him authoꝛitie in a Common- x 3 
weale,and to plant therein naughty oꝛders: it is re 


quiſite that he finde the ſubſtance and matter therof diſoz⸗ 
dered by time, and that by little and litt le, and that from 
generations to generations, it be bꝛought into diſozder: 
the which of neceſſitie falles out to be bꝛought ſo, when 
the is not oftentimes refreſhed and lupplped with god ex⸗ 
amples, oꝛ with newe lawes dzawing towardes her firſte 
pꝛinciples. 


He Citizens which in a Common: weale make any en 514 


terpꝛiſe in fauour of libertpe, oꝛ in fauour of tirannie: 
ought to conſider the ſubie ct they haue, and therby to iudge 
the difficultie of their enterpꝛiſe, fo2 it is as hard and as 
perrillous to make fre any people that would liue in ſerui⸗ 
tude, as it is to make a people bound that would line free, 


He cauſe of the god oz of the enill foztunc of a man, is 
in his oꝛder of pꝛoceding to match and light right with 
Time. Foz that it appeares that men in their actions and 
deedes p2oced,ſome with extremitie, ſome with rcſpectes, 
and ſome with cautions: andfo2 that inthe one and the os 
ther o2der they paſſe their conuenient tearmes,not being 
able to obſerue the true wap: they erre in the one and the 
other, but he-doth commit leaſt errour, andhath molt pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous foztune,that doth entou nter and match the time 
with his ozder of pꝛoceding. > 
-” R 3 23 Pzince 
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516 A Paince that hath an army together, and doth percetne 
that thꝛough the want of money 02 freends, he cannot 
long hold the ſame together: is of ſmall diſcretion if he do 
not attempt and make triall of foztune befoze the armie 
be diſlolued, foz if he tarry and exſped:he is ſure to loſe, but 
ik he attempt the lame: he map ouercome, and ik he loſe, 
yet he doth obtaine glozy: foz moꝛe gloꝛie it is to be ouer⸗ 
come by fozce, then by anyother inconuenience, which 
1 may cauſe the to loſe. 
= E that deſires to haue a Cittie to defend it ſelfe obſti⸗ 
J natelp, oꝛ that would haue an armie in the feldes ob⸗ 
ſtinatelp and reſolutely fight: he ought aboue all things to 
EL indeuour himſelf to pꝛint in the mindes of thoſe that muſt 
3 4 fight, neceſſitie. 
111 Generall that goes about to winne & erpugne 
any Cittie, he ought to meaſure the facilitie and diffi⸗ 
cultte that he ſhall haue to winne the ſame, by knowing 
and conſidering what neceſſifie doth conſtraine the inha⸗ 
bitours thereof to defend themſelues: and when he findes 
_ ſufficient neteſſit ie that conſtraines them to defend them⸗ 
YN ſelues:let him iudge p expugnation fo2 difficile, otherwiſe: 
1 let him holde it foꝛ moſt eaſie. 
519 ] Ownes and Citties after their rebellion, are moze dif 
| ficile to be obtained, then they are at their firſte win⸗ 
ning: fo2 that in their beginning hauing no occaſion to 
feare any puniſhment, foꝛ that they haue made no offence, 
they do eaſily peeld themſelues: but after rebellion, they 
iudging themſelues to haue offended, and therfoze fearing 
puniſhment, are molt difficile to be expugned. 


5120 Rders are not ſo much neceſſarie foz an armie to be 
- able to fight in due oꝛder, as they be: fo2 that euerpe 
{mall accident, ſhould not diſo2der them, foz the populare 
multitude, are not vnp2ofifable in warres foz any other 

cauſe ; but foz that euer rumour, euer p wozd and ſound, 
and 
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and euerpe nopſe doth amaze them and makes them to 
Wiſe Generall, amongſt other things, ought to ap⸗ 


A point which thoſe be which mult receiue his woꝛdes 
and carrie them to others: accuſtome his Souldiers that 


they beleue none, but only thoſe Cheftains and officers, 


that ſpeake oz appoint nothing but that which is com- 
maunded by him: fo2 that if this parte be not well obſer⸗ 
ued, it is oftentimes ſene, that diſoꝛders of great impoz⸗ 
tance hath followed. 

Uery wiſe Penerall ought to indeuour bumſelfe fo 

cauſe ſome newe thing to appeare whilfte the Armies 
are in fighting, to the intent he therby may giue aid fo his 
owne,and take the ſame away from his enemie: the which 
accident mape be verpe effeduall to giue him the victozte. 
And beſides theſe aduertiſements, he ought to do two 
things, the one to make pꝛofe with newe inuentions to 
amaſe the enempe, the other to ſtand pꝛepared, that if the 


521 


522 


ſame be pzactiſed of the enemye againſt him, he both 


mape be able and knowe how to diſcouer and make fru- 
ſtrate the ſame. 
TL 1s much better to ſend into an expedition, a man a⸗ 


lone that is of ozdinary pꝛudente, ihen two wazthy per⸗ 5273 


ſonages together, with the very ſame authozitie, 
E that commaunds ouer ſubiecs, to the intent they 


map not become inſolent, and that thzough thy ouer- 524 


great felicitie, do ſpurne at the: thou ought rather to ap⸗ 
plpe thy ſelfe to puniſhe then to execute: but neuertheleſſe 
with ſuch moderation, that thou maiſt ſhunne that hate 
which euerp Pꝛince ought to kæp him from. 

Ometimes an act that is repleniſhed and full of chari⸗ 


then one that is cruell and violent. And it comes okten⸗ 
times to paſſe, that, that Pꝛouince and that Cittie, 


that the weapons, the warlicke inſtruements and —_ 
other 


9 wozke greater eſfed in the minde of a man, 52 
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other foꝛce hath not beene able to open, one example of hu⸗ 
manitie oꝛ of pietie, ok chattitie,oz of ſuch other vertues, 
hath been able not onely to open, but alſo to make ſubtec, 


516 - HE that deſires ouermuch to be beloued: euerye (mall 


ſtep wherby he ſtraies out of the true way,makes him 
deſpiſed, and he that deſires ouermuch to be reſpected and 
feared, euerpe leaſt parte wherein he excedes the meane, 
makes him obvious : and to kepe the meane and middle 
wap, cannot be 1uſtly perfourmed, foz that our nature 
doth not conſent vnto it: wherfoze it is neceſſarie fo mitts 
gate both the one and the other with an erceſſine vertue, 


= \/ V Hoſoener deſires to be obeyed, it is neceſſarie he 


know how to commaund, and thoſe know how fo 
commaund, that make compariſon of their own qualities, 
with that of thoſe oner whome they are to commaund: but 
when they perceiue they are out ef pꝛopoꝛtion and frame 
they abſtame : and if they commannd ouer- hard and vio⸗ 
lent thinges, it is conuentent with violence and hardines 
to cauſe them to be obſerued, otherw! ſe he hall finde him⸗ 
ſelfe deceiued. 


578 == kepea Common-weale with violence, if is con- 


** 


uenient that there be a pꝛopoꝛtion of him that foz- 
ceth the ſame, with that which is fozced: and ſometimes 
there is ſuch a maner of pꝛopoꝛtion, y it may be thought, 
that, that violence may endure, but when he that is foꝛced 
is ſtronger then he that koꝛceth him: it is to be donbted 
that this violence will ceaſe enerye dap. 
O commaund ouer ſtrong thinges, it is conuenient to 
be ſtrong and he that is of this foꝛce, and that dooth 
commaund them, cannot afterwards with gentlenes and 
curteſie,canſe the fame to be obſerued, but he that is not 


ok this foꝛtitude of minde, ought to keep himſelfe from ex⸗ 


traoꝛdinarꝝ rule and commaundings: and in thoſe ic 
5 


— —ñ—3ůn — —g—Z̈ uh. 


be ozdinary may vſe his humanitie: foꝛ that oꝛdinarye pu⸗ 
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niſhments, are not imputed to the pꝛinte, but to the lawes 


and to the other inſtitutions of the Citie. 

F we deſire that an armie thall ouercome any battaile: 

it is neceſſary to make it enter into ſuch an opinion of aſ- 
ſurance: that thep may beleue that inany caſe they (hall 
ouertome. And to make them aſſured, it is neceſſarye to 
arme them and to make them canning in milit arp 92ders, 
and wozke (6 that they may haue perfed knowledge and 
counter ſignes one of an other. And this aſſurante and oꝛ⸗ 
der cannot ariſe, but amongſte thoſe Souldiers, that are 
boꝛne and haue lined together. It is conuenient alſo, that 
the Captaine Generall be eſteemed of qualitie, that they 
truſt in his pzudence : and they will alwayes truſt in him, 
when they ſ& hun oꝛder things well, to be carefull, bolde, 
and that doth hold wel and with great reputation the ma- 


ieſtie of his degree: the which be ſhall always mainfaine, 


when he doth puniſh them of their errours, and doth not 
fople oz trauaile them in vatne ; and that he obſerue vnto 
them his pzomilc, and ſhowe them, that the waye to ouer 
come is very eaſie: and to kœpe ſecrets hid, and make mes 


530 


ry in ſuch maner as may ſhow that the perrills are remo⸗ | 


ued, The which thinge being well obſerued: they are a 
great occaſion that the armye ould enter ints an opint- 
on of aſſurance, and being aſſured: to obtain the victozie, 


E Uery Pzince that makes warres,ought to take honour 53! 


foz his beginning: and p2ofit foꝛ his finall end. Neither 
that can be reputed a p2ofitable warre: which doth obtain 
State oz money. haue made mention of honour and pꝛo⸗ 
fite. Foz that although many times honour maues Pꝛin⸗ 
ces to make warres: pet foꝛ al that,foz the moſt parte, his 
fate is gapned, that againſt reaſon hath ſhowed him (clfe 
thy Enempe. And that warre wherein there is as muche 
ſpent as there is gotten oy” is a damageable warre. 


Ye 
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5 Le that determines fo obkaine the degree of a Pagi⸗ 


ſtrate, let him diſpoſe himlelfe to ſuppoꝛte the hate and 
euill will of maay, and let him neuer imagine to become 
angrpe with any one, koꝛ any thing that (hall chaunce vn⸗ 
iu tip again him: euen ofthoſe that he hath holden fo2 
moit frendlpe, neither let hun leaue of ſo Itghtlye,by rea- 
ſon ofthe firſt denialls and withſtandings that are made 
him, his hopes are muche leſſe his owne defences : foz that 
he that doth ſuſtain certain vehement aſſaults,and chefly 


the firſt, the which are accuſtomed to be made, neither ſuf- 


fers himſelf to fal into manifelt ouerthzow, either thzough 
w2ath oꝛʒ oner much haſte: maye hope to finde many good 
occaſions to fauour his election. 

O be olde, giues great helpe to him that deſires ho- 

nours,fo2 that olde age dothcarry with it oꝛdinari⸗ 
ly hope of ſhoꝛt life, yet it is true, that olde age is not ſufft- 
ctent, but it is neceſſarte withall to haue other qualities, 
and the firitts bountp:foꝛſomuch as men are neuer ſo wics 
ked,no2 by admiration ſo vnciuill, that they can altogither 
ſuppzclle the deſire of god things, that nature hath giuen 
to euerxe one, wherupon it doth ariſe, that the god be ho⸗ 
no2ed euen of the wicked. 
Dole thinges by the which men are moned to fauour 


4 —— one, to obtaine the degree of a Pagiifrate, it is 


necefſarte that they be encreaſed in all their operations, oz 
at leaſt wiſe not deminiſhed from the fanourite ; and let 


him beleene that continually the eyes of euery one is vpon 


him, + that he is to make judgement ofenery little thing, 
of his will and deſire. Foꝛſomuch as the ſelfe ſam freends, 
will faile him in affection, when they diſcouer the contrary 
ol that which they haue imagined ol him. 
T Ve people when they beginne to giue anpe degree to a- 
npe Citizen, grounding them ſelues vpon the fame, vs 
pon opinion and vpon his wwzkes : make no euill founda⸗ 
e when afterwards the ſundꝛye examples, and his 


many 
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many god derdes makes him better knowne: they ground 
it bett er, foꝛ in ſuch caſe they are neuer deceiued. 
He People in the election of maieſtrates, iudge accozs _- 
ding to thoſe counterſignes, that men do holde foz 536 
moſte true: and when they mar be counſailed as Pzinces 
are, they erre leſſe then Pꝛinces dw. And that Citizen whe 
ici; will beginne to get the kauour of the people: ought to 
gaine the ſame with ſame notable fact, 
J Vole that giue counſell to a Common-weale oz vnto 537 
a Pz2ance:; are ſet among theſe ſtraites, that if they. 
giue no counſatle to thoſe thinges that vnto them appere 
p;ofitable, either foz the Citie oz foz the Pzince, without 
hauing any reſpec : they faile in their dutie If they gine 
counſaile: they enter into perrill of their life and of their 
fate, all men being blinde in this caſe, to iudge the god 
and the naughtie counſailes by the end. 
O chunne oz flie either infamie oꝛ perrils, by counſaile 538 
A ſee no other waye then to take the thinges moderate⸗ 
lye, and not to take any by enterpꝛiſe: telling his opinion 
without paſſion, and without paſſion defend the ſame with 
modeſtie, in ſuch ſoꝛte that the Citie that is counſailed oꝛ 
the Pꝛince do followe the lame: that he may followe it 
willingly, and that it ſeme not that he be dzawne therun- 
to by the impoꝛtunitie of him that giues the counſaile. 
] { ſeemes y there is found in humaine actiones, in going 
about to bꝛing things to their perfection: alwates nere 539 
vnto the god, there is adiopned ſome euill, the which (toge⸗ 
ther with the ſame godnes)doth eaſily ſpꝛing, that it ſeems 
vnpoſſible that we can want the one, if we deſire the other, 
Wiſe Generall, when he comes to encounter with a 
new enemy that is of reputacion:is conſtraned befoze 
he cine battaile, to make his ſouldiours pzoue the enemy 540 
with light encounters and Skirmiſhes, to the intent that 
beginning to manage and to knowe them, they maye loſe 
that terrour which fame and reputation had giuen them. 
22 Alt hough 
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E $41 A Lthongh to vſe frande in any action, is deteſtable:ne⸗ 
" uertheleſſe in the managing of warres, it is a laudable 
And glozious thing: and he is aſwell commended that o⸗ 

nercomes the enemy by frande, as he that doth onercome 
him by fozce. 

E $42 » W Hen determinations is altogither to be made tou⸗ 
* ching the lafetie of our Countrie, we ought not to 
kall into anyconſiderafion either ot iuſt oꝛ vniuſt, of piti⸗ 
full, oꝛ cruell: of laudable, and ignomie: but hauing ſet as 
lde euer other reſpec,we ought to follow altogither that 

reſolution, which doth maintaine our liues in ſafetie, and 

: our Countrye in libertpe. 

= * 43 HE that would ſ& what ſhall fall out, let him conſider 

what hath bene : fo2 that all things in this wozlde, 

in all ages, haue theſame euents they had in auntient 
= fime. 

. 544 VV Ven a Pꝛinte deſires to obtaine a thing of any o- 

—_ ther: let him not giue him ſpace fo deliberate vpon 

1 the lame ik occaſion do ſuffer it) and woꝛke in ſuch ſozte 
— thathe map ſex the neceſſitie of the ſpedie deliberation: 
the which is when he that is demaunded, doth ſ(& that by 

denping oz by differring doth ariſe a perilous and ſuddain 

indignation. 

545 General oughtnener to giue credit to any errour that 

3 is euidentlye made by the enemie: foꝛ alwates vnder 

— the lame there is ſome fraude, ſince it cannot tand with 

„ real on that men ſhould be ſo vnwarie. 


846 Here is nothing moze difficile to be handled, neither 
1 moꝛe doubttfull to come to paſſe, neither moꝛe perillous 
to be managed, then to make our ſelues cheefe to bing in 
20 newe oꝛders: fo2 that he which is the bꝛinger in of them, 
"8 hath vnto his enemies all thoſe which haue ſped well vn- 
der the olde oꝛders, be hath foꝛ meane and moderate de⸗ 
tenders, all thoſe that by the new oꝛders ſhall (pede 2 — 

| 2 
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the which medeocritie doth ſpꝛing partely fo2 feare of the 
adnerſaries that haue the lawes to benefite :hem: partely 
th2ough the incrudelitie of men, which do not giue place 
to any new thing, vnleſſe they do ſer firme expertente. 


[CE that doth beleeue that newe denefites doth make 547 
great perſonages ſozget olde iniuries, is deceiued: 
and iniur ies ought to be made altogither, to the intent 
that tall ing leſſe, they may offend leſſe: but bencfits ought 
_ made by little and littie, to the intent they may ſmell 

etter. 
Prince ought to haue no other obiec, noꝛ any other 548 
thought, neither take any other thing koꝛ his art, then 
warres, oꝛders, and lawes, and the diſcipline of them: foz 
that is the only art that is to be required oſ him that com⸗ 
maundes, andis of ſuch great vertue, that it doth not on⸗ 
lye maintaine thoſe that are bozne Pꝛinces, but often⸗ 
_ makes men of pꝛiuate fozfune to ariſe vato that 
degree. 
= is apparently [e&ne, that when we make any reſoluti⸗ 549 

on, either with ouer great haſte,o2 with ouer great affec- 
tion, it doth euer fall out to be euill: fozlomuch as the one 
giues vs no time to finde out thoſe thinges, that ought to 
be had in conſideration, befoꝛe concluſion be made: the o⸗ 
ther, dath occupye our mindes in ſuch ſoꝛte, that it doth 
not ſuffer vs to knowe any other, ſaue onlpe thoſe which 
doth touch vs at that inſtant. 
ub Ne pleaſure oꝛ diſpleaſure,voth moue vs moze which 550 
is done in our p2eſent action, then thoſe great bene- 
fites that haue be ne done in times paſt : ſo fo2 the moſt 
parte the ſence ol thinges pꝛeſent, doth woꝛke moze in 
men, then the memozy of things paſt, oꝛ the pꝛouidente of 
things that are to come. 
E is an eaſie thing to know the euill ſatiſfaction of the 551 


minde of euerye one: foz that euorye one doth recount 
D 2 - willingly 


6.0 1 - 


- 
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willingly the merits oz demerits of their friends, and that 
which our aduerſaries can do, o2 cannot do: ſo that we 
will haue patience to giue eare, the which patience is the 
foundation foz vs to do euer thing well. And he that bath 
greater deſtre to ſpeake then to gine eare: dooth inſtruct 
much moꝛe then he doth learne. 
VV Þen any thing will not take effect,it is neceſſarie to 
conſider whither that did ariſe of their owne diſoz⸗ 
der, oꝛ of the enemies abilitie o2 power, if they ſpzing of 
diſo2ders,that may be amended, we ought to do it: iffoz 
that the enemy pꝛoceedes in god oꝛder, it is requiſite we 
thould change opinon, and do that which is leaſt euill: the 
which will come to paſſe, when there doth aduaunce any 
ſmall time in the conſideration of our owne State, and if 
that he will diſcend to reaſonable and iuſt compoſitions 
and partes. 
Mongſt the manye occaſions of euill, that being diſar⸗ 
553 * med doth bꝛing vnto a Pꝛince: one is, that it cauſeth 
him to be diſpiſed:fo2 of one that is armed, in reſpect of one 
that is diſarmed, there is no pꝛopoꝛtion: and reaſon dooth 
not require that he which is armed, ſhould willinglye o⸗ 
bey to him that is diſarmed, and that the diſarmed thould 
remaine ſecure amongſt armed ſeruitours, foꝛ that whilſt 
in the one there remaineth dildain, and in the other ſuſpect; 
it is not poſſible that they ſhould agree and match well 
together. 
% Abunes which hath no vnderſfanding in Warrefare 
beſides his infelicitie, he can neither be eſf&med of his 
Souldiers, neither put any confidence in them: he there⸗ 
foze onght to exertiſe himſelfe moꝛe in the time of peace, 
then in the time of warre, two waies: The one in action, 
the other with his minde: in action, by keeping his people 
well ozdered and well exerciſed, alwaies to vſe himſelfe 
to the chaſe, and by the means therof, to accuſtome his bo⸗ 
dye to trauailes and diſcommodities, and in parte to _ 
the 


* 
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the nature of the ſcif nations, With his minde fo read the | 


hiſtozies, and in the to conſider the excellent acts of men, 
to beholde how they did gouerne themſelves in warre, ex⸗ 
amine the occaſion ofthe vicozie, and of the loſfle thereof: 
to the intent that the one maye be ſhunned and auopded, 
and the other imitated ; and abone all thinges, to imi⸗ 
kate thoſe that befoze him were gloztous and of wozthye 
pꝛaiſe. 


Hen doth leaue off that which he doth, fo2 that 556 


which he ought to do, doth rather learne his ruine, 
then his pꝛeſeruation, foz a man that in all reſpectes will 
perfo2me the pꝛoſeſſion of a god man, it falles out of neceſ-⸗ 
ſitie, that he be ruinated amongſt ſo many god men. 


' Hat Pꝛince that cannot vſe liberalitie without his da- 

mage, in ſuch ſoꝛt that it tome to knowledge: he ought 
if he be pꝛudent, not to care foz the name of miſerable, fo 
that in time he ſhall be alwaics accounted moze liberall, 
perceiuing that by his ſpare, his reuenewe ſhall be ſo ſuffi⸗ 


ciont, that he maye be able to defend himſelle againſt any 


that makes him warres, that he map take enterpꝛiſes in 
hand without oppꝛeſſing the people: whereupon it will 

come to paſſe, that he ſhall vſe libertpe to all thoſe from 

whome he takes nothing, which are inũnite: and be mi⸗ 

_— to all thoſe fo whom he gines nothing, which are 
ewe. 


which whilfte thou doit vſeit, thou loſeſf the meanes 
fo vſe it, and thou ſhalt become either po2e, either vile, 02 
elſe to ſhunne pouerty : rauenous o2 odious. 


T is greater wiſdome to keepe the name of miſera- 


ble, thentobzing foozth aninfamie without hate, foz 
to deſire the name of liberall, is to incurre ot neceſſitie 
the name of rauenous, which bzings infamie topned with 


hate, 
A Paince 


57 


Name doth moꝛe conſume it ſelfe then liberality the 5 


559 
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56⁰ Ape ought not to take care to be accounted cruel, 
ſo that he may maintaine his ſubiccs in fivelitie and 
conco2d: fo2 that with a fewe examples he is moze pitifull 
then thoſe that thzough ouermuch pittie, ſuffer diſo2der to 
enſue : whereby ſpꝛing vp rapines and laughters: foz that 
theſe are accuſtomed to endamage the vniuerſal ſtate, and 
thoſe executions which p2oceede from the Pꝛince, do hurt 
but one perticuler perſon, and it is altogither impoſſibie 
foʒ anewe Pꝛince to auoide the name of cruell, foz newe 
ſtates are full ofperrilles, 
F61 . ought to be ſlo we in belæuiug, and ſlowe to be 
diipleaſed, neither ought he to make a terrour of him 
ſelfe, bac to pꝛocode in ſuch a temperate ſozte with pꝛu⸗ 
dence and humanitie, that his ouer great confidence do not 
make him vnwarie, and his ouer great diſtruſt doo not 
bing him to be intollerable. | 
562 VI En haue leſſe reſpect to offend one that makes him- 
5 ſelfe to be beloued, then one that makes himſelf to be 
feared and redoubted:fo2 that loue is holden with a bond 
02 obligation, the which fo2 that men be wicked, fall out 
fo be bꝛoken: as enery occafion of our own p2oper pzoftt, 
but feare is maintained with the terrour ofpuntſhment, 
which neuer doth abandon it. 
563 4 V Hen the Prince is abꝛaade with an armie, and 
hath in gouermnent a multifud2of Souldiours, be 
ought not to care to be named cruell.fo2 that without thts 
name an àarmie is not holden together vnited, neither apt 
foʒ any faction. 
56.4 Men do vniuerſallye iudge moze by their eye then by 
5 their hand, koꝛ that it falles out to be enery ones lot 
= to ſee,but tofewe to touch,enerye one doth ſe what thou 
E = _ feemes to be, fewe do fels what thou art: andthole fewe 


dare not oppoſe themſelues againſt the opinion of man oꝛ 
which haue the nratoeof the ſtate to defend them, and in 
the actions ol all men, and chefly of Pzinces, where there 
is no 
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is no iudgement vnto which they may appeale, beware of 
the end. | 3 
— peeing fo2ced of neceſſitie to know how to ma⸗ 566 
nage beaſts: ought amongſt the to make choiſe ol pᷣ For 
and the Lyon:in reſpec that the Lyon doth not defend him 
ſelfe from ſnares :no2 the For doth not defende him-ſelfe 
from wolfes. Therfozeit is neceſſary to be a or, to know 
bow to diſcypher ſnares ; and a Lon, to make the wolfes 
FA Newe Paince,cannot obſerue all thoſe thinges by the 566 
which men are accounted god: beeing often times dꝛi⸗ 
uen to neceſſities, to maintain his fate, to wincke againſt 
his pꝛomiſed faith, againſt charit ie, againſt humanitie and 
againſt ſuch like vertues. And therefo2e it is necꝭſſarp he 
haue a mind ready to turn it ſelfc,acco2ding as the windes 
and the varying of Foꝛtune doth comaund : but he ought 
not to departe from that which is god(ifhe be able) but to 
knowe how to enter into that which is euill, when he is 
enfo2ced.. 3 
„ ought euer to endeuour him-ſelfe how to line 
and to maintaine his State, and the meane is cuer 567 
iudged honozable and commendable of all men. Foz that 
the common Uulgar people are taken with that which ap⸗ 
peres, and with the euent of thinges, And in the Moꝛlde 
there be none but ſuch as be Uulgar: And thoſe that be 
fewe haue place, when thoſe that are many haue no where 
to ſettle them ſelues. 5 
A P2ince ought to poſſeſſe two fe ares, one at home in 568 
reſpect of his Subiectes: the other abꝛoade, in reſpec 
. of fozraine Potentates. From theſe he may defende him- * 
ſelfe with god weapons and with god Freendes, and 
alwapes if he haue good weapons: he ſhall have good 
Freendes. And continually the ſtate of thinges will re- 
maine firme at home; when thoſe reſt ürme that are. 


abzoade. 
| T. APaince 
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<9 15 1 ought not to make eſtimation orconlpiraries, 


when the people is beneuolent, but when they be his 
enemies and hate him, he ought to be afraide of enerye 
thing and ofeuerye one, how ſimple ſoeuer he be, fo2 there 
i no man ofluchpouertie, that he wants a knife. 

570 A Pꝛince that would maintaine his ſkate, is conſtrai⸗ 
ned oftentimes not to be god, foꝛ that when the peo⸗ 
pulwK'ẽe the Souldiours, oꝛ other great Perlonages, be cozrup- 
ted, of whome in his iudgement he hath neede to maintain 
himſelfe: it is requiſite that he follow their humours and 
that he ſatiſſie them : and then bis god wozkes, are his 

enemies. 
57¹ VV \/ Ven occaſton doth pꝛeſent her ſelf vnfo thee, of any 

thing thou doff deſire, take holde of her without 

loſing time: foꝛ that the affaires of this wozld do ſo ſone 

varie and change, that we cannot aſſure our ſclues to haue 

-any thing. vntil ſuch time as we haue it in our hands, who 

when therfoze any thing is pꝛopounded and offered vnto 

the that doth diſpleaſe the, deferre it ſo long as thou art 

E able, fo2 that it is offen ſcene, that time bzings foꝛth acci⸗ 
3 "Pp dents, that will carrie thc out of thoſe difficulties. 

g VV Hen a Pꝛince is moze afraide of his owne ſubtectes 

* then of fozraine fo:ces, let him make foztifications: 

but he that is moze afraide of foꝛraine nations then of his 

o wne people, let him caſt thoſe at his backe, but to the 

3 intent he need not to be in doubt, but rather to make him⸗ 

eeeilfe eſtemed: nothing is better then to take in hand great 

1 enterpꝛiſes, and giue knowledge to the wozld ok his nota- 

ble examples. 

73 WC neuer goe about to ſhunne one intonnenience, but 

5 5 that we incurre another, but pzudence dooth conũiſt 

iin kno wing how to diſcearn the qualitie of the intonueni⸗ 
= ences, and not in taking a naugty courſe fo2 a god. 

57 4 FT Ve Pance ought alwaies to recetne counſell when 

be ws andnot oy others will: but when he is 


not 
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not wile of himſelfe; he cannot receiue god connſell, if he 
do not remit whole to the chance of one alone (which map 
gouerne all) and ſuch a one as were a wiſe and pꝛudent 
man. Butgod counſells from whome ſoeuer they come, 
it ts requiſite that they ariſe thꝛough the pꝛudence of the 
Pꝛince, and not the pꝛudence of the Pꝛince to ariſe of good * 
counſeil. 
HE that will negotiate, ought not to ſuffer him ſelfe to 575 
be taken out ofpoſſeſſion : foz that of one thing doth a- 
riſe anotherthing, aſ-well by the acceſſe that the firſt giues 
vnto the ſecond: as by the reputacion he doth carrie to be 
found in negotiation. Unto which purpoſe this Pꝛouerbe 
may be applyed. Di Co/a naſce coſa,et il tempo lo gouerna. Of 
thinges: thinges ariſe, and time doth gouerne them. 
WV E onght to oblerue with diligence, thinges paſt: foz 
that they giue light to thoſe that are to come, ſoꝛſo- 57 6 
much as the Wozide was alwayes one, and all that wh- 
ich is at this pzeſent and ſhall be,hath ben at other times, 
F oz that the ſelfe ſame thinges returne vnder diuers ſun- 
dꝛie names and cullours, wherefoꝛe thep are not knowne 
but of thoſe that are wiſe, and that conſider them with 
greate diligence. 
Yoſe poſſeſſe a better time in this Wozlde, a longer 
life, and after acertaineſozte a moze happy, which are 577 
of a baſe and meane wit: then theſe bye and ſcrutinous 
wittes. Foꝛ that a Noble wit is foz the moſte parte a tra⸗ 
uaile to him that hath it. Neuertheles the one in pꝛactiſing 
doth participate moze of a bzute creature then of a man, 
the — aſcending aboue the degree of man: doth apꝛoche 
neere bnto the heauens. 
Te nature of the people, i is like vnto the nature of pꝛi⸗ a 
uate perſones, that is, to deſire alwayes to augment )/ 
in degree, moze then they are of them ſelues: Therfoze he 
is wile, that denyes anye thinge befoze they demannde 
it, Foz if be doo graunte it: * dooth not fave 2 
u 
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— ö but doth inflame them to demaund moze, and with grea⸗ 
Mm tter inſtance then befoze, foꝛ by giuing them often to dzink: 
khye thirſt is made greater. 
59 HSthat is the follower of a great perſon, and doth ſerue 
So him, e doth deſire fo be employed of him: doth apply 
himſelfe to be alwates pꝛeſent befo2e his eyes, foz that oc- 
caſtons do ariſe krom time to time, to commit ſome af- 
faires to the handes of thoſe he doth ſes, oz vnto thoſe that 
are ntereſt him: which if he did ſeeke foz oz loke foz, he 
„ would not commit them vato him: and he that doth loſs 
= any beginning although very (mall, doth oftentimes loſe 
bis acceſſe and introduction to great things. 
95 { Wonld implope my ſelfe to ſeek the mutation of ſtates, 
it à alone were able to change them : but when J call to 
minde that it is requiſite 1 ould firſt make head with o⸗ 
thers, and fo2 the moſt parte with foles and with maligs 
nant perſons, which neither can keep ſecret,ncither know 
how to perfourme any thing, there is nothing that Jfle 
And ſchunne moze then this. [4+ 33N NU | 
381 {JE that would pꝛocure in any accident, a wiſe man to 
"3, judge the effects that would come, and wzite his iudg⸗ 
13 ment: he ſhould finde (returning to ſe the pꝛogreſſe of 
1 times fewe thinges verified, foꝛ that the atfaires of the 
Y woꝛlde are euer variable and full of change. 
{A E that is conuerſant with great perſons, ſhould not 
A ſuffer himſelfe to be (ef on hoꝛſe - back, with curfcous 
embꝛaſements, oꝛ with ſuperficial demonſtrations, wher⸗ 
Withall they make men daunce as they liſt: foz that by 
how much moze is it difficile fo2 vs fo abſtaine from this, 
= ſo much the moꝛe ought we to reſtraine our ſelues by key 
ping our head fre and at liberty not ſuffering any to carry 
1 vs away lightly, 
= 583 A God Citizen that loues his Countrie, ought not onely 
* to tempoꝛiſe and maintain himſelle in the god grace of 
E Tirant foꝛ his ſecuritie, foꝛ that he is in per rill when 
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is poldenin ſuſpect: but alſo foꝛ the benefite-of the Cittie, 

fo2 that gouerning of himſelfe,after this ſoʒt, he ſhal haue 

occaſion to fauour with counſel and with deds,many good 

men, and diſkauour many wicked. 

| F thou be not well pleaſed with any one, indeuour thy 8 

I celle ſo much as thou art able, that he do not perceiue it: „„ 

 foz that he doth ſoddainly alienate himſelfe, and ſoz that 

in time manye occaſions do fall out, that maye ſerue thy 

turne, and they will ſerue ther if thou haſt not lolt them by 

making account of them: diſſemble then and hold him foz 

thy freend. 

HI that percetues himſelf to be of god luck and foztu- 58; 

nate, may weaue the webbe of his enterp2iſes with 

greater courage: but let him knowe, that chaunce # luck 

be not only from time to time ful of change, but alſo in one 

ſelfe tune and in one ſelfe thing. And whoſoeuer will obs 

ſerue the ſame, ſhall finde many that haue beene foztunate 

in one kinde of thing, and in an other kinde haue ben vn⸗ 

foztunate, | V 

[ Haue deſired as other men haue: p2ofif and hono2, and 86 
my dꝛaught hath alwaies ſuccede, neuertheleſſe, when 

J haue obtained what 4 would: J haue not found in the 

ſame any of thoſe ſatiſfactions Jimagined befo2z, which 

thing if it be well conſidered,ought to ſuffiſe to exſtinguiſh 

much of that thirſtie humour that men haue of honours, 


2. not determine vpon that thing which thou halk 587 
not, neither ſpend vpon any future gaines: foz that 
many times they do not ſucceꝛde, and thou findeli thy ſeife — 
entangled. And it is oftentimes ſ&ne, that great Pers 

chants do faile, when that vnder the hope of a greater fu- 

ture gain, they enter inta exchange, the multiplping wher⸗ 


he loked foz,oftentimes do not come, oꝛ elſe dzawe out in Fl 
length moze ou he made account off: in ſuch ſozte, that - 
WL 3 thoſe = 


4 The Quinteſence of Wit. 
E thoſe enterpꝛiſes which he had begun to his pzofit, fall out 
3 to be damageable. R 
5 588 | N the particular aceidents of warre, foꝛtune doth rule 
moze then in any other humaine actions, foꝛſomuch as e⸗ 

. uerꝑ arte that hath his ſubied changeable, is in ſome ſoꝛte 
= - ſubiect to the occurrence of chaunce : but moſt of al the art 
E militarie thꝛough the great difficulties,b2ought by the va⸗ 
= rietie of the change ofchaunces, which are and fall out v⸗ 


pon the way, in lcituations of grounds, in ſeaſons, in the 

=_ inequalitie of the atre,intafirmities,in monp, in victuails, 

==" in the munikton, in artillerie, in the bagage, inthe ſppes, in 

| the guides, in the vaulcozrours, in the pꝛincipall officers, 
and in the pꝛoper Souldiours. 

589 W Arrefarecannot be vſed foz an arte. but ofa commons 

weale, oꝛ of a ꝛince: and the one and the other of 

theſe when they are well ozdered,wil neaer conſent that 


n n 2 1 — _ 


=" any Citizen oꝛ ſubiec ſhall vſe the ſame fo art. 

. A Mell oꝛdered Cittie ought to deſire that the ſtudie of 

590 ©" warrefare be vſed in time of peace, foꝛ an exertiſe: but 
4 in the time of warre,fo2 neceſſifte x fo2 glo2y, ſuffering the 


ſame to be vſed foꝛ art,onlye of publick # common-weale, 
591 Tyhere is no ſoꝛte of Souldiers to be found ſo perrilous, 
= as thoſe which are compounded of them that make 
_— warres an art, foz thou ſhalt be foꝛced either alwaies to 
1 make warres,02 to haue them alwaies in pape: oz elſe to 
1 ſtand in perrill that they do not take away thy kingdome 
= from the, but if a King will liue in ſecuritie, he ought fo 
haue his fofmen and ſouldiours compounded ofſuchmen 
that whe time requires to make warres:they wil willing⸗ 
Ive fo2 his lone goe vnto the ſame, and when afterwardes 
peace doth fall out, they do maſt willingly return home to 
their houſes, foꝛſomuch as the end of him that will make 
warres, is to be able to fight with any enemy in the kerlde, 
= and to winnẽ the battaile. 
= \A/ Eapons put in the hands of Citizens 02 ſubieds by 

3592 


Nene 


the lawes oz any other ozdinance,did neuer do 2 — 
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but are alwaies p;ofitable,and maintaine the Citie moꝛe 
immaculate by means of theſe weapons tben wout them. 
- Captain of the ſea, which is accuſtomed to fight with 593 
A the windes, with p waters, and with men, will moze 
eaſily become a captain on land, where we fight only with 
men: then a captain ofp land become a captain on the ſea, 
Amy thoſe which attribute all to vertue oz all to 
p2udence, ble their ende uours fo exclude foztune: pet 594 
can they not deny that it is a great chaunce to be bo2ne in 
ſome one time, oz to pzactiſe in thoſe occaſions in the which 
thoſe partes 02 vertues, he doth fele himſelfe to be of va- 
lour and abilitie, are in eſtimation. 
£ i He officers and fauourites of the Pꝛinte, are bound ik. 5 
1 they be wiſe, to maintaine their maiſter in loue & cha⸗ 59 
ritie with other Pꝛinces, and to molifie with their wozds 
their ire, when it will fall out to be hurtfull, not onelpe to 
themſelues, but alſo to the people: foꝛ that they being fo2 
the moſt part headlong + violent in their wills, ſo much the 
moze they become furious, by how much they are inflamed 
with ire, by thoſe that ought to reconcile and aſſwage the: 
and he that doth otherwiſe, is no other then a naughtye 
ſeruant, and vnwile officer. 
Uery ſouldiour aud enery man, although he be valiant _ 
and ſtrong, doth only defend himlelfe and his ownelife, 7 
but a Pꝛince whilſte he ſhewes himſelfe iuſt & benigne to 
all, is moꝛe ententiue about other mens ſafety the his own 
and let him know that the ſafetie of his people is his own 
ſeturitp, and therfo2c he ought iopkullp to take holde of all 
thoſe remedies that foztune and occaſion doth yelde him. 
WC do not only gain glozy by ouercoming that enemy 597 
which doth fall armed in y feelde, but alſo it is a much 
moꝛe glozious vidoꝛy which is obtained without ſound of 
trumpet:and in the which thy enemy is made thy pꝛiſoner 
willinglp. +a 1 
T © fiye (which very rarelye oz neuer doth ſaue a man) 597 _ 
doth ſhew the baſenes of his minde, & bis folly » 5 — 
| imſelfe 
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himſelfe in the hazard and perrilles of warrefare. 
3 'I Ve greatnes of ſtate is vniuerſaly deſired of euerp one, 

fo2 that all the godnesthereof doth appeare outward⸗ 
Ip, but the euill remaines hid within the lame, the which ik 
it were ſeene, we ſhould haue no ſuch great deſire thereof, 
fo2 that without doubt it is full of perrilles, of ſuſpitions, 
of trauailes and of toples, but that which doth cauſe a 
well purged minde tqeſire the ſane, is the appetite that 
men hane to beco periours ouer others: the which 
thing is truely a godly and bleſſed thing, conſidering that 
in this caſe they reſemble God. 

Uery one that is fozced ok neceſſitie, doth require helpe 

of others, where there is no boud of benefites recciucd 
02 ſtraite knotte of freendſhip: it is a iuſt and reaſonable 
thing p he ſhowe in what ſoꝛt his requeſt aboue all things 
is of great p25fit, oꝛ at the leaſt doth bꝛing in damage to 
any perſon, if the ſame be freelp graunted vnto him, and af- 
ter make manifeſt that he ſhall be euer bound vato him: 
and where demonſtrations can be made of none of ryeſe 
fozeſatd thinges: he ought to be diſplealed if he dw not ob⸗ 


taine that which he demaunds. 
600 ] 


N all thinges it is neccſſaryfirlt to aide our ſelues with 
reaſon, and then with foꝛce: and therefoꝛe in matters of 
warrefare,it is much better to enfrappe others, then to 
defend our ſelues from the factions of others: not ſuffe- 
ring thꝛough our baſenes of courage the enemies fo2ces to 


be encreaſed with thoſe things that we ought to ſerue our 


turnes withall : fo2 that by how much moze a mandooth 
vphold himſelf withreaſon in any thing, ſo much the areas 

ter pzofit will follow, 
E © Nen as in naturall things the multitude of perticular 
cauſcs are knit vp in fewe, by aſcending vp top height 
and from fewe, ſo long vntill thep end in one alone: euen 
fo likewiſe the multitude of thoſe, that do handle publick 
affaires, are reſtrapned and knit vp thzough ſundzy occali- 
ons 
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ons and waies, into kewe bodies and ſectes, and thoſe into 
other fewe, vntill ſuch time as they conſpire and be incoꝛ⸗ 
rupted, whither it be by chaunce oꝛ of purpole, in one onely 
body and head. | 
JRinces may by education and by eicction, make them⸗ 3 
ſelues god voluntary, wherin their pzoper conſciencte, 
oz at the leaſt ſhame map da that in them that the lawes 
cannot do in a free tate and power, but when the lawes 
do ſerue vato a well compounded minde, not fo2 a ſpur, but 
fo2 a bꝛidle:that perſon truely is wozthy of all honour, and 
ought to be reputed excellent. | 
N 4 En ow lament moze when any wꝛong is don them, 603 
againft reaſon, then when violence is vſed againſt 
them by kozce, fo2 that the wzong makes ſbewe, that he 
that dwth doo iniurie, and he that is iniuried be equal, but 
fozceis a token, that he that doth foꝛce is of greater pow 
er then he that is fozced. 
Uen as ſimilitude encitnes the maiſter te eſteæme ders 
ly ok his ſeruant, and to giue him aide, and to admitte 40 4 
him into his grace; euen ſo continuation almoſt againſt : 
the will of the maiſter, doth in ende overcome and open 
the paſſage,fhzough thoſe occaſions which neceſſarilye do 
occurre, aſwell thꝛough the indiſpoſition,as by the abſence { 
ok him, which either thzough atincient leruice, oz though 
the fauour of his maiſter, being aſſured of his grace, doth 
leaue off his diligence: and doth attend about ſome of his 
owne commodities, the which if it goe any time foz ward, 
it is an eaſie thing, foʒ that the new ſeruant in a (mal time 
to make him ſelfe moꝛe eſtemed of his maiſter, then the 
auntient: foz(omuch as the new doth ſtudy alwaies to ob⸗ 
taine his god grace, and honour him moꝛe then tbe other, 
as he that perchaunce bath not known him in wurſſe foꝛ⸗ 
tune oꝛ of leſſe age, whereas the auntient ſeruaunt many 
times by thoſe reaſons that are confrarpe fo theſe, and by 


his continuall pzactiſe,doth vſurpe an odious equalitie, o: 
N. at the 
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. at the leaſt do not ſerue with ſuch a reuerence and reſpect, 
os P Ublicke and perticular accuſations mape eaſilpe be ex⸗ 
II᷑u ſtinguiſhed: but an vninerſall warre, taken in hand by 
all at the inTance of ſome perticulars, (they not knowing 
what ſhall be the iſſue thereof) cannot cafily abandon the 
> ſame with their honour, 
606 Wen we pꝛepare our (clues agatall our enemies, we 
ought to think and imagine that their diſpleaſure is 
like vnto ours, and we ought to apply our ſelues to deedes 
and not to woꝛdes: not putting any truſt at all in the er⸗ 
rours which our enemies commit, but rather let vs pꝛe⸗ 
ſuppoſe that alwaies they being of ſound iudgement, haue 
al well pꝛouided foz their affaires, as we foꝛ ours. 
© 607. A Wiſe man ought not to kcepe ſecret any god counſell 
that is p2ofifable foꝛ his Countrye, foz doubt that the 
ſame ould be put in effect : fo2 that the end will cauſe o⸗ 
ther mens temeritie and follp to be knowne : and likewiſe 
will cauſe the bounty and pꝛudence to appeare of him that 
hath giuen the counſell. 
608 hk is conuenient fo2 wiſe men to remaine in peace, not 
being moleſted with other mens iniuries, but towards 
men of valour (being offended) it is tonuenient to take no- 
tice thereof, making his recourſe from peace to warres, 
And ik things do ſucceed towards them p2oſperouſliye: they 
onght to returne to peace, and not become pꝛoud thzough 
the happy ſacceſſe of warres : oꝛ rather enioping the reſt of 
peace, ſuffer theſelues to be intured. Fozſomuch as he that 
though the delight ok peate is ſloe if he remaine quiet, in a 
= ſmall ſpace of time he is depꝛiued of the delight of that idle 
0 reſt which made him ſloe. And he that thzough the happy 
= fuceeſſe of warres becomes pꝛoude, doth not perceiue 
that his is raiſed vp with an vncertain audacitie: fo2 that 
many things naughtilp determined, incountred by the e- 
neiny moꝛe fwliſhlpe counſclicd then he, haue had happpe 
iſues, and many of thoſe which with pzudence did lame be 
e 
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be de termined, cõtrariwiſe haue had vn happy ſucceſſe. Foz 
ſo m uch as things are very ſildome executed accozding to 
their dꝛaught, but euer one with a certaine ſecuritie, do 
 tudge of future things, and after in the adion faile. 
VV Arres very ſeldome fall out in ſuch ſoꝛt as the plot is 
ſet down, foꝛ that (he findes of her ſelfe many thinges 609 
beſides the occur rants: and therfozc he that is touragious 
in the lame, pꝛoues to be ſecure, but he that is fearefuli in 
the ſame, commits greeuous errours. 
The falling out and iſſue of things are accuſtomed to be 610 
fallible, no leſſe the humain determinations, 4 thzough 
that occaſion, when there doth come vpon vs any dilgrace 
at vnawares: we vſe to burden foztune with the kalte 
thereof, . 
IM En ſubmit themſelues vnto ſeruitade it ſelf, veelding 
obedience in ſmall things, vato which they ſhould be 611 
ſubiect, being obedient in great things. 
A armie vpon the Deas, is artificiallpe handled like 
vnto the other, in the Which it is not necefſarie with 12 
floth once o2 twice fo exerciſe our ſelues: but he that will 
entirelpe learne it, it is requiſite that he continually make 
p:ofeſſion of nothing elſe: foꝛſomuch as the iſſues of warre 
be doubtfull, and from ſmail- thinges they come to great. 
and many aCaults are made thꝛough ire and rage. and the 
leſſe multitude fearing, hath oftentimes ouercome p grea⸗ 
ter number, who not eſteming the enemy, haue made no 
account of oꝛder. 
L is neceſſarie that all thoſe that do enter into other 613 
mens ferrito2tes:to be ready and pꝛompte of minde, and 
firme and ſaid in their d&ds, foꝛ that in ſuch ſoꝛt 5 ſouldi⸗ 
ours become molt vaitant to giue the aſſault, and moꝛe aſ- 
ſuredin reſiſtance, alwaies imagining þ they do not fight 
againſt a citie Þ is impotent and weak of defence, but fur⸗ 
niſhed with all thinges neceſſary; wherkoze they ought to 
pꝛeſuppolſe, that the enemye will mæte them in the face, 
* U 2 ik not 
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ik not at that pꝛeſent at the leaſt, when they ſee that they 
are entred into their Countrie, beginning to deſtroy and 
1 to ruinate the ſame. 
614 Vo Hes thoſe that do ſ& any vnwonted damage fo be 
=_ done, befoꝛe their pꝛoper eyes :are moued by the ſame 
immediatly vato diſdaine and ire, and vſing ſmall reaſon, 
: pꝛicked ccreatly fozward with fury and anger, enfozce thẽ⸗ 
2D ſelues to vſe blowes. 
615 XI Dnye is gathered and kept to ſpend honourablp, and 
OR that, is the vſe and finail ende thereof: therefoze a 
= wiſe Pzince ought not fo gine himſelfe to gather the ſame 
= together, to ſerne his turne withall : but fo make warres, 
| fozfomuch as in warres money is not ſpent in vain, when 
——  there1ts hope ol greater gain: and although the people are 
= very vnwillingly made contributarpe: notwithſtanding, 
When they know that it is don foz the common lafetye, 
1 they ſuppoꝛte it peaceably. 
.I Any times we ſer created of purpoſe in Common⸗ 
5616 n weales, the ſacceſſour differing in nature to his pꝛedi⸗ 
ceſſours, and this is done: foꝛſomuch as the qualitie of the 
firſte (how god ſoeuer he be) th2ough a certaine naturall 
glutting of mens appetites, doth diſpleaſe: and ſo much 
the moze, by how much there is nothing found in this 
wozlde, that is altogither god, and which hath not in it 
ſome parte ok euill, thꝛough the hate wherof, we go about 
to ſet vp one ok contrarpe cufomes, whoſe oꝛder of life and 
woꝛking, may be almoſt direalpe oppoſite to his pꝛediceſ⸗ 
ſour, aſwell foz that he is one alone of the number of them 
that iudge after this ſoꝛt, and is reputed foꝛ ſuch of others: 
as fo2 that he can do nothing moꝛe acceptable then the 
contrary of that which a little befoꝛe was hated, neither 
any thing mo2e apparent oz gloꝛious, then that which is 
nnieere punto perrill. 
617 T Boſe things that may appeare vnto many little and of 
ſmall moment: be like vnto the ſignes, by the Which 
Phiſittons 
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Phiſitions do fo2eſee plagues, and Salers the tempeſts 
at the Sea: but rather vnto the god, and thoſe of vnder⸗ 
ſtanding, they are peraduenture of greater impoztance, uſt 
then oftentimes are the demõſtrations of greater things: 3 
{02 that as a certain wiſe man ſaith, in ſmall things wher- | 
in men vſe not to faine, and do not vle ſtudie of apparence, 
neither are afraide to be puniched: the habite of vertue is 
eaſily compꝛehended together, with the ſecret inclination 
and diſpoſition that a man hath towards vices, foꝛſomuch 
as hauing at that time not any eye and care to pleaſe vni- 
nerſally, but himſelfe: he remembers himlſelfe{d2awn by 
his particular humour) of that errour into the which he 
map runne, but to ſatiſſie his appetite. 
BY great reaſon men do tudge, that he is wozthte of 618 
repꝛehenſion, who thꝛough timoꝛoſitie doth faile in the? 
glozie , which at that pꝛeſent hee doth pollelie, cuen as 
they likewiſe iudge him to be woꝛthie of euill will, who | 
doth raſhly ſek fo2 that, which neither is conuenient, noz 
doth not appertaine vnto him. 
Dnfidence fo2 the moſt parte doth ariſe of an vnho⸗ 619 | 
ped foꝛ aduenture, and may like wiſe be in a timerous 9 
perſon, but an aſſured firmenes appertaines onely to him, 1 
who knowes certainly, that he by the counſell which is in 1 
our ſelfe is to onercome his aduerſarie: and pzudence ll 
which ſpꝛingeth of the greatnes of our courage in equall * {| 
foztune,doth make him that hath audacitie, no2e ſecure, 8 
not putting his truſt in hope, whoſe power is fallible: but ; 
in that counſell which is taken vpon thinges pꝛeſent, the 
foze-ſeeing of which is moze ſtable. 
O be ennicd, and to be vſed, falles out of neceCſitie to 
be in all them, who think themlelues woꝛthye to go- 620 | 
uerne ouer others: and euerpe one that in great thinges | 
doth obtain hate, he is well counſelled ; fo2 that hate en- 1 
dures but a (mall time, but the pꝛeſent fame and the gloꝛie 
to come, ſhall remaine perpetually, 1 
U 3 : In 
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ir [ A perrills where there is no courage: no art doth help, 


foz feare makes men to foꝛget knowledge and Science: 
and pzactiſe without generoſitie, docth being with it no 


p2ofit at all. Let therfoꝛe an Army be couragious although 


it be bat (mall : fa2 that, that Armye which is greate, and 
doth truſt moꝛe in their number then in their counſell and 


in their courage: it may be ſaid that the lame Army is full 
of felcs, And let him knowe that oꝛder and ſilence, whilſt 


Armpes are in fight : are great helpes to obtaine vidozies. 


And that thoſe which be once ouercome in any enterpziſe, 

finding them ſelues againe in the ſame perrill: are not ve⸗ 

rye allured. 

. pꝛiuate perſons there is no fable amitie, nei⸗ 
ther amongſt Cities confederations of anp moment: 

if there be not betwiyt the one and the other an interchan⸗ 

geable opinion of ſinceritie, and if in other thinges, they be 


not of like enſtomes: foꝛ where mens mindes diſagree, _ 


wile their operafions diſagree, 


Ei 623 8 onght to pꝛaiſe moderatelye, fo by how muche 


moꝛe ignominies offend him, againſt whom they are 
ſpoken: by ſo much moꝛe the manifolde pꝛaiſes oftentimes 
offend him that doth heare them, beſides that, the pꝛaile⸗ 
giuer runnes into the perrill of the iudgement and ok his 
bountte which is leſſe: fo2 ſo much as thꝛough his pꝛoper 


lone that doth gauerne him, the god and the euil which is 
| N ſpoken 'of 6 


1 2 


ets, is ſodainlye reuolued and enters into 


compariſon With dur ſelues: where · vpon, euery one that 
dooth fale in him ſelfe ſuch merites oz defectes ; either is 


greeued that his pꝛapſes are kepte ſecrete, oz elſe dooth 


fears that his defectes ſhoulde be diſcouered, And it often- 
times comes to paſſe, that we map offende a perſon onlpe 
with bearing greater reſpect vnto an other of the ſame oꝛ 


of a greater quallitpe, the ſame perſon iudging, that as 


much, oz perchance wozſle (ſhall be done to him, 
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En of groſſe and flowe wittes, do gouern a Citie bet- 624 
ter, then thoſe that be of agnicke and craftic b2aine, 
fo2 wiſe men will owe, that they know moꝛe of lawes, 
and be ſuperiours in eloquence to others, of thuigs beter s 
ned in commune, as thoſe, that cannot make demonſtrati⸗ 
on of their pꝛudente in greater matters: wher upon often- 
times they bzing great damage to the Cittie, but thoſe 
that put no confidence in their pꝛudence: eſdeme theſclues 
of the leaſt in the lawe, and not being ſuffictent to obiect a- 
gainſt the ſpache ol him that doth diſcourſe, but rather be⸗ 
ing better iudges then many ok thoſe that ſpeake like ceri⸗ 
monies, foꝛ the moſt parte do with great felicitie gouerne 
their Cittie. 
V \/ Yen thoſe that haue receiued any offence do pꝛo⸗ 
long the time of reuenge: they coꝛrea the offen- 
dours with much moze modeſtie, but when reuenge is 
immediatly made after a receiued tnury; thoſe that haue 
bene the offendours, receiue due chaſtiſement. 
N Common weales, god things ſo ſon as they are told 626 
abꝛoad, engender ſuſpect, no leſſe the thoſe as be naught: 
Therfoze it is neceſſarie, that he which will perlwade any 
thing that is hartfull, let him moue the multitude therein 
with diſceit: and he that doth giue out thinges p2ofitable, 
likewiſe by lying and diſſembling ſhalbe be bel&ned, nei⸗ 
ther can he openly p2ofit his Common weale, it v by ſuch 
fictions he do not deceiue: foz he that doth openly to y ſight 
of the woꝛld perfoꝛme any benelite in y behalfe ol his citie: 
ſuddainlye it comes to be ſuſpected, that he goes about by 
ſome ſecret and hid way to reape the lame againe. : 
Pernes ſome men full of audacitie, others by 627 
riches t couetous ſtoꝛe are made ambitions and pꝛoud: 
and to others doth chaunte other occaſions, accoꝛding as 
every man doth poſſeſſe, either ire oꝛ ſome other vnbꝛidied 
accident p doth mone him, the which do all of the make vs 
to put our ſelues in perill, æ aboue all things hope and loue 
doth 
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both greatly pꝛick vs fozward : the one going befo2e, and 
the other following after: and the one deſpiſing deceites, 
and the other pꝛopounding vnto vs the pzoſperitic of foz⸗ 
tune: do bing great damage. 
3 appertains to Pꝛinces and Common-weales, to take 
628 care that chetr Captaine Generals do nat fall in ſuſpect, 
and if the ſame do chaunce:they ought by cutting the oc- 
caſion ſpedilye off, to pꝛouide and pꝛepare fo2 thoſe da⸗ 
mages, and fo2 thoſe ruines, that therbp might hang ouer 
their State. 
629 5 doth ſpꝛing vp ſometimes in our mindes, ci⸗ 
"Ft ther of thoſe thinges that be likelp, oꝛ of any violence 
3 that yath falne out oꝛ elſe thꝛough a certaine folly and ig⸗ 
. nozance of men: that which doth ariſe oflikelp-hods, it is 
neceſſarie to examine it well, foꝛſomuch as it behoues to 
haue iuſtification, and he that doth iuſtifie himſelfe, dooth 
merite no puniſhment. That which doth ariſe of any vis 
lence that is don oz that is to be don :ought not ſo ſtrickt⸗ 
ly to be examined, fo2 that already it is rather an offence, 
then a ſuſpition: x offences ought to be puniſhed. The laſt 
which doth; ariſe of folipe and ignozance, ought not to be 
admitted of any perſon of qualitie, but rather retected and 
left aparte. 
% * Rath x dildain being nothing elſe, but a pallion 
conceiued in the minde either thzough anpe in⸗ 
arte receiued, oꝛ thꝛough that which it ſeemes we (hall re⸗ 
ceiue either of ew oz of manꝑ, no perſon of qualitie ought 
to giue place vnto the ſa id pallion, without reaſonable oc- 
cation: and chefely in thoſe iniuries which it ſeemes he re- 
cernes ot manp, one perticular man being moze apt to erre 
then ano vniuerſall people. 


63¹ D Rinces ought to haue care, not to pzouoke, to dil daine 

Ty their vaſſailes : but abone all things a maltitude oz an 
vninerſall people, fozfomuch as ſuch a violence is much 
moe he adlong, is ofgreater mpoztancy, and doth cauſe 
moze 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 74. 


moꝛe ſpedie and perrilous effects foꝛ Pꝛinces. 
En that are ſtrong and ok great magnanimitie, are p 
not to be afraide oftheir liues in glouous enterpꝛiſes: 
but rather ought to account death ſoꝛ moſt gloꝛious, whe 
either foꝛ the benefite of their Cuntry, oꝛ foꝛ their Pꝛince, 
the ſame ſhould chaunce in ſome woꝛt hie and hautpe en⸗ 
terpziſe, deſiring rather to dye nloztouldpe, then to liue 
beaſtlp. 
2 the actions of men are grounded not onelpe 
vpon honour,honeſty o2 infice, but alſo vpon firme 
and fable faith, wherewithall they arc pzickedfo2ward to 
put things in action, in ſuch fozte, that they map be appꝛo⸗ 
ued and found god, by the conſent of all: and to the intent 
when they be don, we growe not to repent vs, fozſomuch 
as by repentance what adion ſoeuer, although it be well 
done: is ſpoyled and defamed. 
F is fruely the ſuppoꝛtation of great thinges, 6 
wherein there is perrill of death, but not in reſpec of 34 
himſelle alone, that doth put himſelfe into the ſame, but 
in reſpect of the vniuerſall and publick benefit either of his 
country oꝛ of his Pzince whome he doth ſerue. 
Rue fo2tifude, ts to moderate feare and audacitie, and 
to be not able to be ouertome with trauailes.ffout and 
ffrong in perrilles, ſeuere againſt pleaſures, and to be an 
enempe to couetouſnes: is pꝛoper to a man that poſieſieth- 
right foꝛtitude. And to be ſuch a one to defend our country 
and our Pꝛince from barberous inuations, and at home 
the weak and not able, with weapons: oz abzoad,his com- 
panton from thenes, oꝛ the hye waye from rapines: is as 
J haue ſaide to accompliſhe an ample and full iuſtice. 
He foꝛtitude of minde is knowne two waies, the one 636 
iz when being in perrils, he doth no other wiſe eſt teme 
and repute of the partes of the body, but as ſuperfluous 
and to be deſpiſed : the other, is when he doth perſener to 
follow thoſe things which are moſt pzincipall in the _ 
V. | 7e 2 
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pꝛiſe, and in them goes foꝛward till pur ſuing of honour, 
and following that which dothleade to the true and honeſt 


way, with an vnſpotted and excellent intent and minde, 
vntill ſuch time as he bath obtained the effect, oz the deſi⸗ 
red end. 


657 ]# Foꝛtitude do pzincipally appertaine vnto man as his 


pꝛoper due: and the pꝛincipall partes c dueties of Fozti- 
tude, is not to be afraid of death neither of grefe, Mho⸗ 
ſoeuer deſires to be a man, ought like wiſe to conſider well 
of the true pꝛoperties of a man, and to haue in memozpe, 
that to ſuffer himſelfe to be poſſeſſed with feare, to be o⸗ 
uertome by his owne will and pleaſures, oz dzawne by a 
couctous deſire to gaine money and riches; be partes of 
 lightnes and inſtabilitie, contrarye to all foztitude, 


Doſe thinges which are vniuerſallpe deſired, do ſil⸗ 
dome come to paſſe, the reaſon is: foz that there 
be fewe that giue beginning o2 motion to thoſe thinges: 
at the ende whereof there be ſundzy contrarpe, to the ap⸗ 
petites of many. 


639 = arte of clemencye and of pardoning, althongh foz 


the moſt parte it benefites : neacrtheleſſe, ſometimes 
it is hurtfull and damageable, but this comes to paſſe, 
when thou doff pardon a perticular perſon, equall oz 
like vnto thy ſelfe, whereas to pardon oz to vie clemencie 
towards a multitude, fo2 the moſte parte dooth benefite, 
fo2 that it is almoſt impoſſible that a multitude which 
hath receiued any benefite, ſhould all of them be willing 


to be malignant oꝛ ingratefull, whereas a perticular. pers 


ſon, either thzough his euill nature, o2 thzough ſome o⸗ 


ther vareaſonable deſire, doth oftentimes fall into this 
vice ofingratitude. 


He true intent of god men, and men of indgement, 
ought neuer to be other then to endeuour themſelues 

to obtaine fame, gloꝛpe and honour, in the ſight of * 
| 02 
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fo2 that all perrilles, toples, trauailes, diſcommoditics 
and greefes, which we beare in the exerciſe, oꝛ in the mas 
naging of great cauſes, is done with this paincipall in⸗ 
tent, to bencfite ſo many as we can oz are abie, and tobe 
hurtfull fo none. 

Wiſe man ought to conſider, that he is bozne not ſos 6 4 

much fo2 himſelfe, as to benefite others, and by how 
much he findes himſelf in greater degree then others, oꝛ by 
how much he knowes himſelfe to haue moꝛe knowledge, 
moze bertue, oꝛ moꝛe gifts of God then others: by ſo much 
he ought to iudge that God hath graunted him the ſame, 
to the intent he map imparte the ſame to the benefite of o⸗ 
thers, and in this we ought infinitely to retopce, that he 
hath opened vnto him ſo large, ſo plaine, and ſo apparent a 
wap, to make him ſelfe tmmoztall. 


Oddaine determinations, when as commovitie is not 642 

left to conſulte, they dzaweperrilles oftentimes after 

them: and oftentimes alſo when a man foz feare ofa great 

perrill doth turne himſelfe towardes deſperation, they il⸗ 

ſue foozth of thoſe arafes and trauailes wherein they 

finde themſelues intangled: fozfomuch as the conuer ting 

of feare into deſperation, makes men furious and bolde: 

and thoſe that be bolde are fo2 the moſt parte aided and fa⸗ 

noured by foꝛtune. 

] N free Citties where feare-and renowne is entered 643 
into the mindes of the vninerſall people, that is to ſay: 

of all the Citizens, 02 into the minde of any particular 

perſon, when it is vntuerſally it cauſeth two effects, either 

the vniuerſall people do take their reſolutions very ſlolpe, 

o2 elſe doth take them ſpeedily and deſperatelpe. When 

they take their reſolution fiolye, it ariſeth foz that a mul- 


titude can verye hardlye perlwade themſelues, that any 
other can ſo ſpeedily harme them: and to reſolue deſperate⸗ 
ive and ſp&dilye,. vooth ping fog, feare of the imminent 


damage 


1 2 2 r 
* * . þ F2 N AO. * 1 — TOE . 
— d” wotily . 2 #4 4 : 4 - * — * . 4 ET: © * 5 is. = 4 2 - 
> N. 4 —.— 1 2 7 * M — — 1 E 1 
4 * — 1 4 „ «c Is * 5 "4 3 1. 2 * 1+ 2 — GH 'S% * e 6p 3: 4 7 * - . - 2 + — 4 
* 2 A. 5 by oo 4 « ] & x a” — — R 4 8 7 > ra a 
: ö wit IC r 0 4 eo ho $3541 * 1 7 Kd * „ 2 C ; * Is 825 SIS 4 ++ . Sx... 2 a, = * * "_— 
a * — * 1 7 * 1 1 x — OS F 5 po " „ * — * — A . 0 * 1 1 
5 1 ' me 6 3 r 2 9 bc eng ” 7 - - » an — ” Bs 4 a 

1 2 " — 7 7 22 0 5 ol - * 2 ö e. „ — E. 

. k + 2 a 5 n 4 
, » ö y I * 


* — — — ——— 
. . . Fri > roots 95 ct — — — — pa Wn Rn Ars 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 


damage, oꝛ much rather thzough the pꝛeſent harines, and 
foz doubt of wurſſe, but that feare which is in the minde of 
ga perticular perſon, when he is mighty doth oftentimes 
1 = a fro Cittie into partes, and doth dil · vnite the 
5 ame. 

1 91 He feare of a greater euill doth ſometimes deliuer a 
* 64+ 1 man krom the care and the thoughtes of a leſſe euill: 
2 fozſomuch as thoſe things that appeare moze terrible do 
5 cauſe vs vpon a ſodaine to fo2get the leſſe terrible, and 
= ſetting aparte all care of the one, makes vs appiye our 
_ ſelues to the other. 

645 N Pan that is of a fræ and of a god minde ought to con⸗ 
7B ſider that iuſtice is maintained, that the favitye are 
- chattiſed, and the god rewarded, foz no other occaſion but 
5 only by ſo doing it is god and iuſt. 


646 — the actions of men that are gloꝛious, by the 
1 meanes of weapons oz counſell, oꝛ that by one waye 
02 by another, they aſcend vp to hono2able degrees: it is a 
thing ol great impoꝛtance to knowe how to defend our 
ſelues from enuie, foz that there is nothing that can (@- 
ner and moze caſilye cauſe them to fall downe from their 
height into a baſe dearee, wozthy of compaſſion then en- 
upe: and to ſuch perſons it is a thing pernttious in parti⸗ 
cular to be conuerſant with men of the common ſoꝛte: foz 
that great men perlwading themſelues that they are to be 
1 in Courte, in Pallaces, in the ſtretes, and in every place, 
"= holden of greateſt reputation, in p ſame maner they were, 
EY when they did manage armies, oz fates, oz publicke af- 
aires there is nothing that appeares moꝛe ſtrange to be 
lluppoꝛted, then popular equalitie, the which not onelpe in 
— free Cittios,but alſe in thoſe that arc ſuhieu to-132inces,tt 
remaines-firme and ſixed in the mindes ei the vuig ar ſoate 
(as thoſe that haue no other pꝛincipall intent) then ta pull 
do bone and debaſe ſich great perſons, becauſe they would 
not 
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not ſ& them befoꝛe them, neither moze hououred oz ofgre- 
ter reputation then they be, 
NI En of vertue and reputation haue nothing that doth _ 47 
moꝛe helpe to maintaine their greatnes and reputa⸗ 
tion, and to auoide enuie: then to remaine ſeperated and 
withdzawen from the conuerſation oz traffique with the 
common ſozte, 
Lis not to be doubted but that enupe doth not onelye 648 
gurt thoſe that are enuied, but oftentimes blinding and 
debaſing the vertue of thoſemen that are ol great counſel, 
ol valour, and of Pꝛudence: do kepe them foꝛ a certaine 
time hid and not exerciſed, whereby thoſe that are mighty 
and the Common weales very often do ſuffer detriment 
in their occurrences. 
T is the parte of pꝛudent and great counſellours, to p20- 
uide ſo much as they are able, that thoſe that be vertu- 549 
ous and gad, be not oppꝛeſſed with enupe: and to wwzke 
ſo farre fœoꝛth as their abilitie will ſtretch, oꝛ is permitted, 
that enuie be exſtinguiſhed and roted out ꝛa their Cittie. 
WV Pen others are to be found ſuperiour in vertue and 650 
knowledge:we ought in no reſpec to giue place and 
permit thoſe perſons that are not wozthy ſhould be admit 
ted oz enter intd p gouernment of publick cauſes, and that 
the chefe affaires of inipoztance, ſhould be put into the 
handes of Citizens that are not capable, foz when thoſe 
Citizens that be of greater counſell and bounty, and mo2e 
pꝛofitable to their Countrye, be afraide either of the aus 
dacitie of troubleſome and ambitions Citizens, 62 are in 
doubt of enupe, oz are terrified in the trauaile of great 
and difficile enterpꝛiſes, and dꝛaw themſelues back:a large 
way is opened to negligence and ſloath. 
EA one ought ta delend himſelf as much as he is a- 651 
bie fram envy, and it foꝛ all that though ſome accident 
a man tannat defend himſeife: let him imagine that it is 


much better to be emed ot others, then to beare ennie to 
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others, oz that enuie is nothing elſe but a groe and a ſoz⸗ 
rowe taken to ſw the god hap and gloꝛp of others. 
. Here is nothing that dofh moꝛe eaſily turne vp-ſide 
55 J down Cömon- weales and fates: then to vie change 
in the gouernment ok them, at euerp beck and deſire of the 
vulgar people. As though they were voide of people. they 
doo abhozre and ſlie alwaies, without euer taking reit 
as it dooth chaunce to the Sea, when it is in ſubiection to 
EE ſundzye windes. 
Eo 653 V Y/ Ce ought never to put any hope in the vulgar peo- 
5 5 ple, foꝛ that there is no ſtapednes, firme mindes, oz 
remembꝛance of receiued benefits: but rather do euer turn 
them ſelues foꝛ euerp little and ſodaine accident, applying 
al waies their minde from that which from hower to how⸗ 
er, dooth pꝛeſent it ſelfe befoze them, as a thing p2ofitable 
oz delightfull: hauing neither reſpect to that which is paſt 
o2 that which is to come. But like an vnreaſonable beaſt, 
doth folllowe that onely appearance of pꝛoſite, that in eue⸗ 
ry inſtant oꝛ moment of time, accoꝛding to the neceſſitieg 
oz willes which appere befoze their eyes,02 in what other 
ſence they will. 
= Tobe perticuler Citizens oꝛ officers of a Common weale, 
656554 do not onlpe ſuffer damage o2 ſhame, by meanes of the 
L inſtabilitie of the vulgar c common ſoꝛte: but ꝛinces alſo 
when thꝛough any neceſſitye they are bꝛought to make ex⸗ 
pertence of the amitie ⁊ ſtabilitie of the vniuerſall ſoꝛte. A 
thing which euery Pꝛince ought greatly to haue in memo⸗ 
ry x take care of, that it it be pzofitable and god, to be belo⸗ 
ued of the people: pet it is a thing not only pertapning to a 
pꝛudent x wile Pꝛince, not to haue occaſion to make expe⸗ 
rience therof, but aſſuredlp neceſſarte, to him Þ will main⸗ 
tain his Tate and eſtabliche it foꝛ his ſucceſſours, to be pꝛe⸗ 
pared in ſuch ſoꝛt, that beſides the loue of p people he may 
haue money.all ſoꝛts of pꝛouiſions and Souldiours,to be 
able mozeouer to defend himſelfe by fozce, | 
Thoſe 
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* Hole which lone and thoſe which hate like wiſe, are ac 555 
cuſtomed to honour ᷑᷑ reuerence their Pꝛince, but the 

one thꝛough loue x naturall fauour: and the other thꝛough 
feare and terrour. Therfoze a wile Pzince ought to apply 

bis indeuours to pꝛocure vnto himſelfe, not by any of thoſe 
waies, Titles, ſtatures, honours and dignities, which the 
people would attribute vato him without merite: but ap⸗ 

ply himſelfe to thoſe actions,that truly are woꝛthy of true 
pꝛaiſe and of great honours, which are to be attributed to 
him, not of the vnſkilfull and light multitude: but of vers 
tuous men that haue conſideration of his quallitie, i that 
do not change (as foz the moſte parte the multitude dooth, 
following after the fouours of Fo2tune) foz that true ver⸗ 
tue is that which doth confirme andeſtabliſh States: by 
the which Foztune being ouercome, is conſtrained in the 
end to goe with him in companpe. 
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T is necefſary that he that will rule, do not put any ton⸗ 656 
fidence in the multitude: but in his pꝛoper vertue, and in 
bis owne pꝛudence and foꝛce, oz elſe depoſing himſelfe of 
his digaitie and Scepter: he ſpoyle himſelfe of all the po⸗ 
pular fauours, and retire himſelfe to quietnes and reſt, con 
tent with that glozye he hath gotten, by doing lo greate a 
benefite ſoz his Countr e. 
T Veſinewes of P2udence is not fo-bel&ue fondely and 
ſpevily: Therfoze befoze we beleeue, we ought tc conſi⸗ $57 
der well, the circumſtances of the thing, the accidentes,the 
perſon and the cauſe, The which whoſoeucr will examine 
weil: ſhall not ſo eaſily fall into the errour to beleue ouer 
1 N the mother and oꝛiginall of per⸗ 658 
ticular thinges, and euerpe perticular thing is to be 
found in the vmuerlall, as part in all, And the true know- 
ledge in vniuerſalities, dooth make vs moze eaſily reſolue 
in our iudgement of perticularities. a 
dre Men 
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M En in peace do not ſuppozte inturies, and although 
manpe times they foꝛget them: it ſeldome failes out, 
but that when occaſion ſerues, the diſpleaſure of receiued 
iniuries: dooth awaken and quicken againe within their 
mindes. And few are to be found, that although they know 
they are in the w2ong, and that, that puniſhment that foꝛ 
ſome of their offences is put vpon them: they repute it as 
though it were iuſt. 
ES, the molt part a man doth neuer accuſe him ſelfe, oꝛ 
neuer doth perſwade himſelf to merite any puniſhment 
and chaſtiſement, but rather reputing bimſelfe fo2 god: 
doth holde it fo2 an aſſured thing that iniuries is don vnto 
him, when he is accuſed. The which beleefe very rarelye 02 
neuer is cancelled ont of his minde but alwaies remaines 
Watch full, apt to bꝛing foꝛth effeds at euerp occaſion that 
doth ofter it (elf when they are able to ſtand them in ſtead. 
Mere ts nothing that is moze hurtfnll to a Pꝛince eꝛ to 
thoſe enterpꝛiſes that are to be accompliſhcd: the to be⸗ 


leeue ouer eaſilp, and fpectally to beleue thoſe, that fayning 


them (clues to be eſcaped from our enemies endevonr the 
ſelues with their fictions to deceine vs. Foz the truthe of 
the thing is hid from that man that gines credit vnto ſuch 
kinde of perſones: which is the capitallenemye that thoſe 
bane, that deũre that their enterpꝛiſes ſhould ſacceed vnta 
_ atcozdinge to their dꝛaughtes, determinations and 
deſtres. 
W Biff we goe about to pꝛadiſe peace: it is neceſſarye 
we be vigilant and carefull, and-knowe how to keep 
our ſelues from the deteites which the ener ve may ſet as 
bꝛoche and pꝛactiſe againſte vs. And this is to be obſerued 
not ſo much of thoſe that beſeige others as it is fo2 thoſe 
that be beieiged. | 
Yen Peinees can not put truſt one in an other, the 
thꝛed and oꝛder of Juſtice and of the right maner of 
liuing being bzoken bet wirt themit falles out ofneceſſity, 
that 
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that they vſe the foꝛte of armes}andindenour themſclues 
to che we their errour one to the other: eicher to reuenge 
themſelues of their bzoken faith, oꝛ reduce them that are 
ilſued foꝛth by fozce vnto their ductie, and right paty of 
iuſiice: and he that dothnotperfozme thts, Mali become 
not onely an enempe to the people that are @abiert to hun, 
but alio to himſelf:faꝛ that beſides his not deten ding thẽ, 
from the inuaſions and damages that they haue rec eiued, 
the Pꝛince will become in ſhoꝛt time ignommmius, of ſmall 
account, & to be deſpiſed of other Potcutates,and fo2 that 
he neither knowes, neither was of abilitie to pzenaile 
theough thoſe receiued iniuries, by means ot the faith bzo- 
ken towards him, he ſhal wſe al his reputation and credit. 
Lis the pꝛopertie ot᷑ a man that carties aged minde, 66.4 
not to bꝛeak his faith: but not to know how to pzcuatle 
againſt thoſe that haue failed in faith againſt them: is 
a thing that is pꝛoper ta a man of (mail value, and it is 
requiſite foꝛ what Pæince oꝛ potentate toeuer, ſharpelp to 
cha ſtice thoſe that do not obſerue faith, if he be deſirous to 
maintaine himſelfe in his ſtate, with fame and with repu⸗ 
tation, the which is loſt when he is in the deriũon and dil⸗ 
pꝛaiſe of others. | 
| Tis requiſite that the Captain Oenerallhanein minde 665 
and know, that he do not ſo much make his Souldiours 
obſerue their faith towards him, as alſo how to knowe to 
obſerue towards them: ſpeciallpe when he doth pꝛomiſe 
the ſame publicklye, to a multitude, wherby the ſame map 
gather p2ofit oꝛ riches, foʒſomuch as they become incenſed 
in their mindes, foperceiye them ſelues depꝛiued of the 
pꝛomiſe, and of their merited recompence, conuerting their 
loue into diſdaine, and their diſdaine into hate: and it ſee⸗ 
ming vnto them, that they are puniſhed foz that, which 
they ought to be rewarded fo2: they ſeeke meanes to re- - 
uenge themſelues, bzeaking their faith againſt their ſu- 
periours, of whom they ſe the ſame vniuſtly to be 

P. nce 
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unce they perceine themſelaes depꝛiued of the tuff reward 
of their trauailes. 


. — 
— 
— : 
— 


£56 Tee finall end ol thoſe that moue any warres, is to ens 
"I rich themlelues, and fo empoueriſh the enemy:neither 
foz any other occaſion, victoꝛie is ſo much ſought after, nei⸗ 
ther the gaining and conqueſt of thinges is deſired foꝛ any 
other end, then to make our ſelues might, and the aduer⸗ 
ſaries weake: wher · vpon it followes, that ſometimes ei⸗ 
ther thy vigozie dooth impoueriſhe the, oꝛ thy conqueſt 
make ther weake: it falles out of neceſſitie, that either he 
diaoth ouer paſſe, 02 doth not arriue to thoſe tearmes and 
ends, fozthe which the warres are made : but that pꝛince 
aP and that Common-weale is made rich by vicoztes of 
= warre, which deſtroye the enemye : and become Loꝛds o⸗ 
. uer the ſpoples, taxes, and impoſtes: thoſe are impoueri⸗ 
thed thꝛough victozics,that although he ouercome cannot 
N deſtrope the enempes: and that the ſpoples and the taxa⸗ 
= tions fall not to his ſhare, but appertain to his ſouldiours: 
| uch a one is vnlucky in his loſſes, andvnfoztunate in his 
=. victozes : fo2 that by loſing, he ſuppoꝛtes the inturies the 
28 enemies haue made againſt him, bp ouercomming he ſup- 
poꝛtes that which his freendes do againſt him, the which 

to2 that they are leſſe reaſonable, and leſſe ſuppoꝛtable, ſpe⸗ 
cially perceiuing that of neceſſitie he is conſtrained to bur⸗ 

den his ſubtects with newe offences and with taxations, 

and ik he haue in himſelk anp humanitie, he cannot entire⸗ 

ly reiopce in ſuch a victozte ; foꝛ the which all his ſabicctes 

are made ſoꝛrowfull and become agreeued. 

T Vole are accuſfomed (that deſire to obtaine any thing) 
6 667 to alfault with pꝛaters, with requeſts, with rewardes, 
and with menaces, to the intent they may be moued to do 
ſo much as they are deiired and condiſcend fo our requeſt, 
either thꝛough mercp t᷑ pitie, oꝛ thꝛough pꝛofit, oꝛ thꝛough 
fe art: but p thꝛee foꝛeſaid waies hauing no place amongſt 
tonetous and cruell men, which are mightre accozding to 
their 
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their own opinion. Thoſe tople and trouble them (clues in 
baine, which bel&xue either with requeſts to humble them 
oz with rewardes to gaine them, oz with thꝛeatinges to 
aſtonich them. | 


IT Pole Cities are infoꝛtunate, which are to defend their 668 

libertie againſte the ambition of thoſe that would op⸗ 
pꝛeſſe them: but thoſe are much moꝛe vnhappye,yp are con⸗ 
ſtrained to defende them ſelues with the mercenarye and 
vnfapthfull weapons of fo2raine ſuccours, 


T Poſe that are in hope that a Common weale map be 

entirely vnited:are very much deceiued by that hope, 6 6 5 

true it is; that ſome deuiſions do harme a Common weale © 

and ſome de benelite. Thoſe which do harme: do ariſe of 

factions and of partners, banded a vnited together. Thoſe 

do benefite': that without factions and without partiali- 

ties and parteners do maintaine them ſelues, Therefoze 

the firſt inftifufion of a Common weale,not:being able to 

pꝛouide but that there will be diſcoꝛdes andenmitiesina 

Citie: he ought at the leaſtwiſe to pꝛouide that there be no 

factions. And therfoꝛe he ought to knowe how Citizens do 

obtain reputation two mãner of waies in a Citie, either by 

publike meanes oz by pꝛiuate meanes. Publikly they are 

obtained by ouercomming abattaile,by winning a Citie, 

by accompliſhinge an Ambaſſage with care and with pꝛu⸗ 

dente, and by counſelling the Common-weale, wiſelie and 

happilye. By pꝛiuate meanes it is obtained, by ben fiting 

theſe and thoſe other Citizens, by defendng them from ſe⸗ 

ueritie of Magiſtrates, relæuing them with money, ad⸗ 

uancing them vndeſeruedlp to honours,and with feaſtes 

and with publike gifts to gratifie the people. By this ma« 

ner ol pꝛocteding, ſpꝛinge vp factions and partners, and by 

how much reputation, gained in this loꝛte doth offende: 

by ſo much it doth helpe and 1 it is not 2 
2 with 
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with factions, foꝛ that it is grounded vpon a common be- 
nefite, and not vpon a pꝛiuate benefite, and although that 


àmongſt ſuch Citizens we cannot by any meanes ſo pꝛo⸗ 


uide, but that there will ariſe greuous hates, neuerthe⸗ 
leſle, hauing partners, that thzough their own pꝛoper pꝛo⸗ 
fit, dw follow him, they cannot be hurtfull to the Common 


weale: but rather it will fall out, that they ſhall benefite: 


therfoze it is neceſſarie to ouercome their attemptes, that 
they turne themſclues to the exaltation of thoſe, and per⸗ 
ficularly holde certain obſernations one to another, to the 
intent they do not ouerpaſſe the ciuill tearmes. 


NF 3 5 70 8 Generall that would make his Souldiours obſti⸗ 


nate in any charge and onſette, he muſt not permitte 
them to ſend home to their houſes, any of their ſpoples oz 
riches, oꝛ to lap them vp in any place: to the intent they 
may vnderſtand, that if flying away do ſaue their liues, 
pet will it not ſaue their gods, the loue whereof no leſſe 
then that dooth make a man obſtinate, fo ſand toibis 
defence. £4 
T is very eaſie fo verſwade 02 diſwade one thing to few 


67! — if woꝛds dw not ſutfice, we may bſe authoꝛitie: 


but the diffitultie is to remoue from a multitude any ſini⸗ 
ſter opnion which is either contrarpe to p common-weale, 


oz elſe contrarp to their owne opinion, wherein no other 


meanes can be vſed, then woꝛds: the which is conuenient 
that they ſhould be heard ol all. 


Souldiours, doth take away feare, dooth kindle vp 
and inflame their mindes and courages, doth encreaſe 
their obſtination, and reſolution, doth diſconer deceites, 
doth pꝛomiſe rewards, doth ſhew vnto them perrils, and 
the way how to hun them, doth repꝛehend, reque ll, thꝛe⸗ 
ton,doth fill with hope, pꝛaiſe and diſp2aile, and doth pers 
hene all thoſe thinges by the wbich humain paſſions, nre 
exſt inguiſhed 


{| Be ſpeaches of a Generall oꝛ of a Capfaine , to his 
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erſtingniched oz are kindled vp. Tyerefoze that Pzince I's 
oʒ common-weale,that bath an armie, ougbt to acuſtome iy 
tbe ſouldiers,fo haue their Captaine ſpeak, and the Cap- 4 
tain to ſpeak often to the Souldiours. 13 
IJ Ve belt way that a Generall oz Captaine hath to cauſe | 1 
bis Souldiours become reſolute and obſtinate in fight: 673 | 

is to take away from them all hope to ſaue themſelues, i 
but onely by ouercomming : ths which reſolution oz obſti⸗ 1 
nation is alſo encreaſed thꝛough confidence, 02 loue to- 13 
wards their Captain, oꝛ towards their counfrye : Weas 1 
pons, god oꝛder, freſh vieozie, and the opinion which is 
had of the Captaine, doth cauſe and confirme in them cons 
fidence: nature doth bꝛeede in them the loue of their Cun- 
trie, vertue moze then any other benefit,that of the Cap⸗ 
taine alſo there may be many ſozts of neteſſities, but that 
is ſtrongeſt which doth conſtraine them either to-oucr- 
come oꝛ to dye. | 
A whole ditches without the ſame, togither with 674 

counterſcarpes and other ſtrengthes, be higher then 
the walles of the Cittie: that Tone is moſt weake, ſoz 
that thoſe become bulwarkes fo the enempe that doth al⸗ 
ſalt them: and doth not hinder him to endamage them, fo: 
that — they map be opened, and giue place to his ar- 
tillerie. 
N Othing doth giue moze hope to the enempe fo be able 

to inuade a Cittie, then to know that the ſame is not 675 
accuſtomed to ſe the enemp: foz that many times thzough 
feare onely without experience of fozce, Citties are loft: 
Therfoze when any Pꝛince oz other Captain doth aſſault 
a Cittie, he ought to make all his (owes and 9:: entatt- 
ons terrible: and that a towne that is aſſaulted, ouaht to 
plate in that parte where the enempe dath aſſault, ſtrong 
men, and ſuch as are nat terrified by opinion, but by wea⸗ 
pons : foꝛ if the firſt attempt doth become vaine, it encrea⸗ 
ſeth the mindes of the W alter wards the enemy 
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1 is loꝛted to onercome thoſe that are within the town, with 
Eo valour, vertue, and reputation. 


5 67G G Eneralles and Captaines foz two reaſons are com⸗ 
4 mended and pꝛaiſed: the one is, that bane with an 
3 armie oꝛdered by his naturall diſcipline, perfoꝛmed great 
| | things: the other is, of thoſe that not onelye haue bad to 
bduercome the enempe but firſte befoze they come ſo farre, 
= haue beene of neceſſifte conſtrained to oꝛder, tsach and ins 
= ſfruct their armie well, and thoſe without doubt do merite 
. much moꝛe pꝛaiſe, then thoſe haue deſerved, that haue 
2M w2ought vertuouſly and wozthily, with theſe well exerci⸗ 
= ſed auntient armies, 


BY. Generall amongſt all his other adions, oucht to inde⸗ 
5677 ©” your himſelf with all art, to deuide p fozces ot his ene⸗ 
by mies, either by making his Souldiours ſuſpected of him, in 
whom he truſtes and puts confidence,s2 to giue him occa⸗ 
ſion to ſeperate his people, and by this meanes to become 
= moz2e weake. 

20 | 678 g T Vat which aboue al other things keeps an army vnited 


| together is the reputation of the Tenerall, the which 
[ dofh only ariſe ok his vertue : fo2 that neither blood, nei⸗ 
3 ther authozitie doth neuer giue it him without valour, 
65679 [| He firſte thing that a Generall mult loke to perfozme, 
L | is to kep his Souldiours puniſhed and paide: foz when 
_ 2x0 they want their pape, it falles out ot neceſſitie, that they 
1 muſt want puniſhment,fo2 that a Souldier cannot be co2- 
3 rected vnleſſe he be paied, neither if the Souldter deſire fo 
1 liue, can he abſfaine from robbing and ſpoyle, but if he pay 
1 them and not puniſhment, the Souldiour becomes in e- 
BM nery reſpect inſolent: and the Generall growes to be of 
ſmalleftimation: the which being ſo,he cannot maintain 
= the dignitie ol his degree: and not maintaining the ſame, 
| tumultes and diſcoꝛds ot neceſſitie do followe, which are 


the ruine of an armie. 
When 
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Wen either hunger 92 any other naturall neteſlitpe, 6 

o2 humaine paſſion, doth bzing the enemy to his laſt 
deſperation: and pꝛicked foz ward with the ſame, dooth 
come to fight with the General: he ought to remain with; 
in the lodgings of his camp, and ſo much as is in his pow⸗ 
— to flee and ſhunne the charge and encounter of bat- 
taile. 


N® man ought euer to perfozme any thing, by means 681 
whereof without rememedy he doth begin to loſe his 

firſt reputation, the which being loſt, it makes his other 
oꝛders and appointments to be eff&med leſſe, and doth as 
maze thoſe that haue taken vpon them his defence, 


He the pꝛincipall actions which an Army is to pers 

foꝛme, is to marche, ſight, and lodge: and if an Armie 682 
doth marche, lodge and fight in god oꝛder, and perfect 
pꝛadiſe: the Generall obfatnes honour, although the bats 
taile take not god effect. 


A a man be of an excellent wit and naturall 6g 3 
iudgement, pet is it impoſſible that he ſhould attaine 
vnto, and vnderſtand well, certaine perticulares: and 
therefoze experience is neceſſarpe, the which nothing elſe 
dooth teache him, but the pꝛadiſe of thinges: wherefo:e 

he that hath managed many affaires, doth vnderſtand, 

fo; that by expecience it ſelf, he hath learned how god, and 
how much experience is wozth, 


VV V Ithout doubt a Pꝛince dooth moze pleaſe, that 68 ay, 
ts pꝛodigall then couetous, and neuertheleſſe 


bee ought altogither to be the contrarye: fo: the pꝛo⸗ 
digall perſon is fo2ced to vſe extoztions, and ra⸗ 
pines, and the couetous:perſon, dooth not take any 
thing from any perſon, beſides that thoſe be of greater 


number 
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number that ſuffer diſcommoditie thꝛough the burdens of 

pꝛodigalitie, then thoſe that reteiue denentes of his libera⸗ 

litie: the reaſonis, that amongſt men hope is of greater 

foꝛce, then kame, and thoſe be of greater number that hope 

to odtaine {amething at ere thole that feare to 

45 — E that bath lining, poſſeſſions, 02 gods in his owne 

natiue Countrie, and is ſubiec to a blody and beaſt⸗ 

ly TLirant, fewe rules that are god can be ginen to that 

5 man, except to take vpon him exile: but when the tirant 

1 either thꝛough pꝛudence, oꝛ thaongh neceſlitie, dooth go⸗ 

uerne with reſpect ; a man that is well qualited, ought to 

inden our himſelf to be accounted ol many not couragtous, 

but ofa quiet nature; and not deſirous of alterations it he 

be not fozced therunto. Fo that by this means the tirant 

will embꝛace him, and will not goe about to gue him 

cauſe to make nouelties, the which thing he would not dq, 

when he doth knowe him vnquiet, foz that then he thinks 

in any caſe he will not remaine firme, and is conſtrained of 
neceſſitie to exſtinguiſh and deſtrop him. 

T is an honourable thing to a man, not to pꝛomiſe any 

686 thing, but that which he will perfourme: but commonly 

al thoſe to whom he makes donial although iuſtip, remain 

euill ſat iſſied: fo that men do not faffer thomſelues to be 

gouerned by reaſon. The contrarp chaunceth to chm that 

pꝛomiſeth, foꝛ that many caſes do occurre: by the which, 

they are not conſtrained to make experience ot᷑ that which 

he hath pꝛomiſed: and ſo he dosth ſafiſfie him with his 

minde, and pet if he mu perfozme the act, they want 

no exeuſes, and many are ſo vndiſcrete, that they ſuffer 

themſelues toe tompaſled about with woꝛds: neuerthe⸗ 

leſſe it is ſo fonle a thing foꝛ a man to faile of his pꝛomiſe, 

that he ought to pꝛelerre this befoze any pꝛoũit, that mape 

be dꝛa bone of the tontrarpe: and therfoze a man ought to 


entertaine oꝛ tempoꝛiſe ſomewhat with general anſwers, 
and 
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and full of god hopes, but not in luch lorte as they may 
binde the parcizely, 
I Tis a commendable thing,that god andvaliant ſouldi⸗ 
ours, in haughtie and hard enterpꝛiſes,. and im difficiie-pa- 
ſſages, ſhauld exhozt one an other to do well: to the intent 
that their not ouertomming thzough their negligence and 
paſling their time with eaſe,and not making ont onelp ex⸗ 
perience againſt their enemies of their vertue and balour: 
ſhould be reputed to them fo2 a ſhame. And therefoze they 
ought not to expect ̊ tbeir fame ſhould be defamed,zieither 
their pzoſpercus foztune turne to a contrarye courſe: but 
rather hoyfle vp their ſayles,acco2ding top frendly winde 
that blowes. 
4:8 Stratagems and aduertiſemenss of an olde Caps 688 
taine, when they are effeduallpe performed of his 
Douldtours : are as hurtfull to his enemyes, as the wea- 
r is neceſſary that thoſe which conſider of perrilles: dw 68 
firſte of all compare them amongſt them ſelues, and afs 
terwards make choiſe of the leaſte: And he that gines fa- 
nours, it is requiſite that he haue that conſideration i all 
thinges, 
VV Ven a people de remaine without heat: am do 690 
line of them lelues: they become leſſe apte foꝛ the 
warres. And it after they returne vnder a head: they are 
made leſſe obedient, foʒ that they were once fre, and moze 
apt to diſcozdes amongſt them, doth fozſlowe his vidozie, 
and often times doth ole his ſtate. 
11 — when they are inſtituted by olde men, 
bane alwayes had ſmall continuance: foʒ that foz the 69 
moſt parte olde men betauſe they line but a ſmall time, ei⸗ 
ther do not farniſh out the planting ot their plat; oꝛ if they 
do plant it, they leaue it with ſo ſmall x weake totes, that 
when that vertne x foꝛce which didcultome it doth faile: 


Defirſt winde doth benddowne and bow the ſame. 
A. as Teen 
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Vereis nothing moze woꝛthy in an excellent Pzince, 
02 in a well oꝛdered Common-weale; neither moꝛe 
pꝛofitable foꝛ a Pꝛouinte: then to builde and edifte a newe 
Towne, whether men mape redute them ſelues thꝛongb 
the commoditie of delence oz benefite of the fertyil ground. 
Foz that it makes the Countrpe that is onercome; moze 
ſecure to the vanquiſhour: and darth fill with inhabitants 
voide places, and maintaines men well diſtributed and 
diſpearted in a Pzouince, koꝛſomuch as the inhabifonrs 
multiplping, they be moze pꝛompt and readye in their of- 
ee moss {ecure in their defences. 


65 


. V En do neuer maintain themlelues in auy ditkicultie 
65693 IVIit they be not maintained thzouch a ncteſlitic: in 
ſuch ſoꝛt as where the ſeare ol warres doth conſtrain them 
to inhabit willingly in rough and U rong places, that feare 
being ceaſed, and being called vpon by commoditye: they 
do ͤinhabite moze willingly, in eaſie and domeſticall plas 
ces. 
= Te greeuous and naturall diſcoꝛdes which are among it 
9 © thepopulare ſozte and the noble, being tauſed ſoꝛ that 
=o the one partie would commaund, and the other foz that 
they would not obap, are the occaſions of many euils that 
ariſe in a Citie, foʒ that thꝛough this diuerſitie of honours, 
all thoſc other thinges that difiurbe the Common-weale, 
take their nouriſhment. 
'6 95 „ P vat Citie which would maintain it ſelfe rather with 
factions then with Lawes, when any one faction doth 
remaine in the ſame without any that oppoſe themſelues: 
it is conuenient ofneceffitte, that the ſame deuide it ſelfe 
within it ſelfe, foꝛ that it cannot defend it ſcife, from theſe 
pꝛiuate pꝛoccedinges the which the ! ame fo? his ſatety had 
firſt inſtituted. | | 
696 MES many doo erre,none are coꝛreded, mall factes 
are puniſhed, the great and greevons are rewarded : 
and 
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and when manye do ſuffer: fewe do goe about to revenge © 
them ſelues foꝛʒ that vniuerſall imuries are ſuppozted with 
greater patience thenthoſe that are perticular, - - - 
Oꝛ the mote parte all thoſe that attaine to riches and 
great power, either with fraude, either with fozce, do © 
at taitie vnto the ſame. And after they haue either with vi⸗ 
olence oz with deceite vſurped thoſe thinges, to hide the 
filthynes of their getting: they da make honeſt the ſame 
vnder a falſe tytle of gaine. Andthoſe that thꝛough lack of 
p2udence,o2 thꝛough follp, do ſhun and ſlie theſe meanes: 
are alwaies ouer-whelmed in lauerye and pouertie. Foz 
that faithfull ſeruants ate alwaies conſerued, and god 
men alwaies are poze, and none there be that at any time 
do iſſue out of ſeruitude, but thoſe that be vufaithfull and 
ſhameleſſe-hardye and fo2th of pouertie but thoſe that are 
rauenous and fraudulent ; foz nature hath placed all the 
fo:tune of men in the midſt ol them, the which are ſubiege 
and expoſed moꝛe to rapine then to induſtrie, and moꝛe to 
the wicked then the god. Yerofit pꝛoc des, that men cate 
one an other, and he that may leaſt:goes to the wo2i7, 
V V Here neceſſitie contraryes, audacitie is iudged 
pꝛudence, and couragious men neuer mae ac⸗ 
count of perrill in greate matters: foꝛ that alwapes thoſe 
enterpꝛiſes that begin with perril, do end with rewarde, 
and foꝛth of one perrill we can neuer iſſue without an o⸗ 
ther perrill. 
W El oꝛdered Cities, that are adminiffred under p name 5 99 
of Common weales: do oftentimes varie and change 
their gouernmentes and their ſtates, not by the meanes 
of liberfye and ſeruitude as manpe thinke: but by the 
meanes of ſeruitude and licence. Fo2 of libertie the name 
of the miniſters of licence, which are the people is ce⸗ 
lebzated, and that of ſeruikude, which are the Hobili⸗ 
fye is celebzated, euerpe one of thoſe deſire not to 
be ſublet, neither to the Lawes, neither vnto men: 
Aa 2 True 


698 


3 > 
RAT? 22 * 
ee . 
FF 
A 
222 ISI 
«ep * ö 
n ? 4 ' 
. „ Y 85 ] 
. Lone ! : 
+ \ = 
. 8 2 — 1 1 
8 | j 1 
9 9 . OG = 
8 
. - t 
- "Fn 2 | | C LI 
© 1, 2 » l + _ 
1 ö F244 3 ; 
=; \ SHR 8 N ; 7 : 
822 2 2 * 
We 
- a 
SI 1 
- AS 
=: hay . 
5 + 1 . 
1 : * 
5 3 2 — : 0 + * 
I — 4 1 1 : b 
22 2 : 4 1 4 4 0 
W's. — ; 
1 
14 
14 
* 
= \ 


thzough the god foztune of the Citie, there doth ariſe in 
the ſame, a wiſe, god, and mightye Cittizen, by whome 
Lawes are inffifated, by whom theſe humours of the no- 
—— bilifieandofthe populare ſozte are quieted, oz are reſtrat- 
nedinſuchſozt,that they cannot wozke any euili: then it 
1 comes to paſſe that this Citie may be called fre, and that 
fate maye be called ſtable and firme, fo2 being grounded 
bpon good lawes and good 02ders, it hath no ſuch necefſi- 
fie of the vertue of one man, as the others haue that da 
mimainkaine the ſame, manye auntient Common-weales 
wdere endowed with like lawes and 92ders : all thoſe that 
_ 6 often in their gouernement haue changed and do change 
1 from a firanicall ſtate to a litentious ſtate, and from the 
EL one to the other, haue failed in this: and foꝛ that in them 
_ though the mightye enemies that euerye one hath, there 
 - neitheris noz tan be any ſtabilitie, fo2 that the one dooth 
= not pleaſe good men, the other doth diſpleaſe wiſemen: the 
If one may caſily doo euill, the other may doo good but with 
B great difficultie, in the one infolent men haue ouer-arcat 
aut hoꝛitie, in the other thoſe that be foolith, And it is cons 
venient that both the one and the other be maintained by 
one man though vertue and fo2tune, which either 
tough death mape become leſſe, oz by trauaile become 
vnpꝛoſitable. 
600 A Wiſe man ought euer little to came, to line in a Ci⸗ 
=— tie where lawes are of leſſe account then men: foꝛ that 
0 Country is to be deſired,in the which we may ſafeipe en⸗ 
= oye our ſubifannce and our frends, not that where other 
maen map eaſily take from vs that which is ours, and our 
trends, foz feare of their pꝛoper ſtate, do abandon vs in 
1 our moſt netellitie. 
1 601 * foz the moſt parte are accuſtomed in the 
1 1 chaumnes they make, from order to come to diſoꝛz⸗ 
3 der, and afterwards againe, from difo2der to paſſe to 
1 ozders: 
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gaders: fog that the affaires ot this waꝛlde being not firme 
by nature, where thcy arriue at their laſt pꝛołeſſion, not 
haning wer · vpan to aſcend higher: it falles out of neceili⸗ 
tie that they.diſcend, and aſter theꝝ be diſcended, and be⸗ 
ing come by dilozder to the laſt ſtep, nut being able of nete⸗ 
itte ta diſcend lower: it is cannenient that they climbe vp 
againe, and ſo al waies from the god we diſcend to cali, 
and from the euill we aſcend to god: fo2 that warres 
'bamges quictnes,quietnes baings idlenes, idlenes engen⸗ 
ders diſoꝛder, diſoꝛder doth ruinate vs, and like wiſe of ru- 
ine doth ipꝛing oꝛders, ofozders come vertue, ot vertue a- 
riſeth gloꝛpe, and god foꝛztune: whereſoze of pzudent per- 
fans it is oblerued, as letters come after weapons, and 
that in Pꝛouinces and Cities, Captames are bozne be⸗ 
foze Philoſophers, foz that the good and well ozdered we⸗ 
pons hauing bꝛought fozth vicozies,and victozies bzought 
quietnes:the foztitude and ſtrength o armed mindescan- 
not be co22upted with a moe honeſt idlenes, then which 
that of lei ters, neither can idlenes enter into a well oꝛde⸗ 
red Citie, with a greater oz moze perrilous decette then by 
letters: ꝛouinces therefoze come by theſe meanes to ru⸗ 
ine, whereinto being arriued, men by blowes being made 
wile returne to oꝛders, if that alreadye thꝛaugh extraoz- 
dinarye fozces they remaine not choked and dcucured. 
7 Pere is not any thingmoze hard then that obedience _ __ 
the which we call the denping of our ſelues, wherupon "os 
I cannot ſee the occaſion wherfoze we flee from perſoꝛming 
towards God that which dooth carrie our health, and pꝛo⸗ 
cure our ſelues to do it towards men, in things which doth 
pꝛomiſe vncertaine and ſmall beneſites, i we will not ſaye 
that this comes to paſſe thzough the commonoccaſion of al 
euils, that is thꝛough our great ignoꝛance æ malice, which 
doth eſteme of nothing but theſe pꝛeſent and theſe earthly 
gods, beyond all meaſure, and together with the pleaſare 
that many take to deceiue 1 but thꝛough whatſoe⸗ 
A. 3. uer 
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ner occaſion it dooth riſe, it is a great — to ww 
tation. 
A N Armie being vanquiſhed, the warres are vangui- 
703 ched, but the townes being vanquithed, and leauing 
the Armye entire:the warres begin to be moꝛe hotte, foz- 
ſomuch as that Armie which is entire, maye retouer the 
Townes, the which when thep holde in their handes, the 
Warres is not ouertome. 
1 E is not wiſe that dooth attempt to defend a thing 
7 oft that in any caſe is to be loſt, he map with leſſe infamy 
1 and with leſſe damage, loſe any ate alone, then fo le 
5 * the ſtate and his monpe. 
voß Phere is no man lo pꝛudent, neither any man ſo learned 
7 bvppon the earth, but that the greateſt part of that which 
beknowes is not leſſe then that which lyes hid vnto him, 
herofit ſpꝛinges, that it we haue occaſion to builde, we 
cal vnto vs cunning wozkmen and architeckours:if we are 
to ſaile vpon the Seas, we demaund the counſell of Pari⸗ 
ners: but in matters of warre, ſo much the moꝛe diligent- 
ly we ought to goe about to perfozme this, by how much 
the perrill ſemes to be greater: foꝛſomuch as the harmes 
of other thinges ſeeme to ve moꝛe light,cuerye want being 
able to be amended, but the errours of warre, beſides the 
perpetuall ſhame, do carrie with them blowes, woundes, 
death and deſtruction in a Common- weale; the which 
are ſo extreame emiles, that they cannot be coꝛrected no2 
ſhunned : and therefo2e in theſe caſes we onght to take 
mature counſel! of wiſe men, and the aduertiſement of 
thoſe that are inueterated in Armes, and experimented in 
luch ſeruice. 


vos Here is no man lo raſh and foliſh hardye, that being a⸗ 
5 ble to depꝛeſſe and ouercome the enempe with a pꝛu⸗ 
dent pꝛolonging of time, will rather with a furious ſpeede 
put the bictoꝛie in doubt and hazard, which deferring and 
Ungering, doth pzomile him molt certain: fozſomuch as 
victozie 
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vickozte cannot be ſo well gotten with an inconſiderate 
ſpeede, as with a pꝛudent ſtape: and neither fo well 
in going to finde the enempe at his owne doꝛes, as to 
defend himſelfe within his owe conſmes: and to goe 
about rather to put our ſelues in perrill, then ouercome: 
ts the part of an vnwiſe man, and of one that is moze rach, 
then couragious. 
W Ile men haue not ſought meanes and defired, that 
faith ſhould be moꝛe obſcruevin any humain action, 
then in tonkederacies: foꝛ that, if faith be bzoken amonaſt 
them which are bound togeather in leage, what thing is 


1 
* 


there that can be accoũted ſtable and entire in this wozld? 


_ fo2 which reſpec the indgementes which are made vpen 
other contentions, fo2 that they are as it were pꝛiuate, 
glue almoit no other puniſhment then in monep, and capi⸗ 
tall puniſhment: fo2 that the lawes do nat in any eaſe ſup⸗ 
pozt integrity, that he ought to be reputed loz entire, which 
is not ofcntire faith towards his confederatcs, 
12 the gouer nment of a Common-weale, euerpe man 
doth confeſſe that we ought to haue greater refpect to 
honoꝛ, then pzofif : fo2 that euen as a Citie is ot great c- 
—_— and reputation, ſo faith ought to be pure and 
cere. 
Een as hozſes thꝛough idlenes ? ouermuch abundance 
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of meate becomes vn wildy and reſt ie: ſo people ſome⸗ 27 


times thꝛough the curteſie and benignity ol thoſe that go⸗ 
uerne, become inſolent and pꝛoude, and haue nede offozce 
to hold back the reines of liberty. 

Hen a Common-weale doth moue warres againſt 

a P2ince, lhe ought firſt to lok about her and take 
care that ſhe be not deceiued with the wozdes of her ene⸗ 
mye: beſides that, (the ought fo traine vp her people, fo as 
they mape bee able to reſiſt the inuading foꝛce ok the c- 
nempe, and to withſtand thoſe perrilles which do chaunce 


at bnawares.Thirdly ſhe ought to make choiſe cf pzudent 
aud 
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and well p2actiſed men, who may ſtand line Senternelles 
and watch · men, attentiue and vigilant (oz the benefite of 
the Common - weale: and wiſely vnderſtand euery thing, 
and with great pꝛudente pꝛouide foꝛ euer thing. Foztylp, 
to tonſerue and keep the amitie of adiopning Pꝛinces, vel⸗ 
ding fauour to thoſe that haue neede: Latt of all to waite 
to the greateſt Pꝛince⸗ of the wozlde,conſulting with the 
7 occurrent cauſcg. 

He expences of the warres are greeuous to euery one, 

but ſpeciallꝑ to the multitude, which do not fo2eſee fu⸗ 
ture perrilles: MAherupon, euen vs Phiſitions vſe oſten⸗ 
times fire and iron, towards the ſick perſons they gouern, 
and loſe one parte to ſaue the whole: ſo ought the gouer⸗ 
nours of the Common - weale, perteiuing and fozeſa ing 
future perrilles, conſtraine the people to ſpend one part of 
their gods, foꝛ the conſeruation of all the reſt: fo that lis 
bertpe being loſt, euerp ching falles into the handes of the 
Conquerour, and next doth follow the infamie and ſhame 
of llauerie: the which of woꝛthy men ought to be chaſed a⸗ 
Wap, euen vnto death it ſelfe. 

He people and the vulgare multitudes which do not 

foeſe future things, do firſte fle and foe the perrilies 
befoze they haue imagined and thought vpon them: but 
excellent men, although they fo;eſce perrittes in a populare 
Common-wealeneither cannot noꝛ dare not make pꝛoui⸗ 
ſton, fo2 when they make demonſtration of the perrils and 
perſwade to vſe remedpe, immediatly it is ſaide they deſire 
warres: and make lawe anupꝛohiditions in ſuch lozt that 
he that woutd pꝛouide foz the ſafetic of the Citie, there 
could remaine ns way foz him able to perfanrm the ſame. 
Wherupon it ariteth that making no pꝛouiſion, times da 
pode awape, hut when perrilles are pꝛeſent, and canot bs 
 anopded, then full offeare,they conſult what is to be don. 
e men are wozthie af very great infamis, who not 


ca ring to be infamous, — ü 
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faith, neither their pzemiſes they have made neither their 
ſwoꝛne contentions. And although cuery bzeache ol pꝛo⸗ 
miſe be infamous, neuertheles that is molt infamous whe 
ich againſt capitulations of peate, doth dꝛabwe warres af- 
ter it. Fo2 if the ſacred effeces of faith, and the obſeruing 
of othes be ta en aware: what remaines moze amongſte 
men that is god and godly, wherby one map put truſt in 
an other? and by which mconaentences, the common con- 
uerfatioin and companye ot men ts bꝛoken. 


Ti is manifeffe to euerp one, that nature hath exalted 
nat onely to men, but alſo vato bꝛute heaſtes, a cerfaine 
deſire of libertie: to obtaine and keepe the which libertie, 
they enfoꝛce them ſelucs with all dilligence and naturall 
induſtrie fo perfoʒme all thoſe things that may maintain 


the ſame in them, and do beare great hate fo all thoſe that 


they imagine to be contrary to theſe their appetites. And 
this is apparentlpe perteiued in thoſe bnreaſonable crea- 
tures, which are accuſtomed to remain domeſtically bound 
who ſo ſwne as they are vnloſed from them that gouerne 
them with acesand geſtures make ſigne, how gratekull it 
is vnto them to be loite from thoſe bondes and Chapnes, 
and that they are able to goe at libertie where they liſt. 
And therfoze ik we beholde this naturall deſtre of libertie 
to be in beaſtes, how much moze ought the ſame fo be in 
men, who God hath made abeue all other creatures, moſt 
pꝛudent and wiſe, and hath endowed vs with reaſon and 
vnderſtanding, to the intent that we map follow the o2der 
of nature, and defend that libertie, then the which there is 


nothing amongſt men moze derre and of⸗ greater pꝛiſe and 


valour: And although nature the mother of thinges hath 
graunted vs infinite benefifes, nenertheies the hath giuen 
vs nothing, neither better neither Water then hivertie, | 
A Utbough warrs are made and taken in hand foꝛ many 
afans, neuertheles Sb, is none maze ind noꝛ mode 
B vb. 
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woztkhy of pꝛaiſe. then fhat which is taken in band koʒ the 
defence o! gur lib eu tte and of dur Countrp, the which wo 
containe in it, bur houſes, aur Thildꝛen, our wines. or fo 
1 ttghers and nit thers, riches, the Temples, and finally fr 
pbdumaime amd demre thing. 

7 736 4 Here be two things ina Common Weale, the which ai ⸗ 


though by effect and name they are ſwerte: neuerthelen 
oftentimes thep haue bene an occaſion ot great harmes to 
migytie and noble Cities, as peace and a reſtraint of mo- 
ep foth ofthe publite p2ofif, Fo that perrills be ing pla⸗ 
ted a farre off o2 befo2e dur epes: either thep are not ſane 
v2ifthey be {ſ&n, whillt we do ouermuch delight in ſparing 
92 in peace, we eſtteme them ſo mall, that almoftc we are 
p99 bought into enerp enident perrill, befoze we wl pzonide 
. ſoz the terrible name of warts although we be in manifeſt 
— dannger,and all to ſhun the adious name of expences. 
Ning is no otver then a man bꝛought vp in deliacies, 
nd as it is accuſtomed ts be ſaid in ſwaddle clothes, 
and is a man that bat ned ofa greate number of officers 
and ſeruants. From wo ne ik his wonted ſertüces be tas 
ken away: wit gon dout he is of leſſe power then others, 
to ſomuch as he is not accuſton d neither wonted to exer⸗ 
ciſe neitherhis fete, neither his handes, neither anp othcr 
parte ot hes body, but fo lu in idlenes. And Kings knowe 
better howto commaunyt then fo verio2me, 
De is aſwell to be repꝛehentes that thꝛough baſencs 
minder voots ſuffer thoſe occaſtons to paſſe, wherby 
de might reconer his * rate, ature the reſt, c ſuccour others 
vnto who me he ts bound and beholden: as on the other ſide 
ailc he that over bolocly 22 oner raſhly dooth commit all 
things to foꝛtune, where he cannot loke fo2 due & wozthye 
recompence of his perrills and trauailes. 
MWVentbere ve many mighty men and Cities confeves 
kate together, it being tonuenient that maup heads 
n be of ene delt 12 7 59 it is impoſlible thut ce x 
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ſhould long maintain them _ $43 of them "tes foes 
ther, or: hat they o vie one ee conſultation o; "mg 
ſod8v63:/1 713668 10 eToctogoreatt* bey are not of ont ſelie 
will gm nunde, but rather cut 9 anc 14 aon ws are Neal fo} 
his due p20per pꝛout. 503 where meu mites 276 u- 
greens : there likewiſe their dades fell ont tages agre⸗ 
avic, whereofthere can neuer any thing chat ts perfect; 
arte. - 

 Puragions men ought wenrr fo: make acconrt of pers 

. /rilles in greate matters. Therfoze thoſe recite to be 

pꝛaiſed that vie endeuours, not only to veliuer themſeftics 
from irannie: but became vnto him that dwth alpire vs 
tirannie, : much his luperiouc, that he haue greater cg: e 
to be græued and to feare them: then they hint. 

God Citizen ought neuer to ſpeake neither loꝛ fauout 

02 grace, neither thzough the inftigation oz beneuns 
lence of others: but onlpe in reſpect of that he &nowes ic 
be lawdable and beſt, aſwell fo2 the part icmar es aencera)l 
commonitie of all. And neuer fo per. wake ors ting buf 
Which ſhall be as agrable to Cod: as in the £57 r mon 
reaſonable, iuſt, and ſacred, four g rather better the pits 
like bencfites and the vniuerlall inet, then his awhe p25: 
per life. 


T Þe end of all enterpꝛiſes is moze wein then the bes = 
ginning : foꝛ to giue end to a begun enteronie requires * 


fravnaile. And a Ship doth freely cat thzvagh the Seas, als 
though the windes 026 not vlowe pofperoutly, ide £9arts 
ners alwaics benving their ſaples in ſuch (0; tic, 1 *k they 
goe fozward vpon their voyage, but cöõming te ter in to 


the Hauen: it is necclſary to haue pꝛoſpero s winkcs, ba 
uing to enter with their Ship tr at a Erataht paſſage, 


F. ee onght not to comfoztc his Souidiers but Un s 
to a ions enterpꝛiſe, fo: that to cenioʒte id: me 

their Wonted wozkso 7 actions is hamtul, no: only to them 
| B. b. 2 "= tha? 
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that are comloꝛted but alſo fo him that doth comfozt,ſ@- 
king fo2at the hands of the Þouldiour, that which be is 
bound vnto. 

he Houles of thoſe warriours and valiant men, that 
bane beene eſteemed and thought to dye foz their cun⸗ 
frye,fo2 their Childꝛen, and fo2 their religion, being diſſes 
nered with weapous from the bondage of their bodte: it is 
no doubt but the ſhining Farry heauens doth receiue them 
into a moT happie quiet mantion : aud there doth remaine 
vpon earth ſome ligne of glozyeo2clamour : foꝛ that thoſe 
that dye by infirmity,do leaue behinde no memozy ot them 
but he that goes againſt bis enempe, if it chaunce he dye, 
3 glozpe doth follow him. 

0 4 E that doth ſerue his turne with the benefite of trat- 
Þ 7 24 
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terie, thzough the receiued grace, doth take therein 
like a Conquerour ſuddaine pleafure, and guided in time 
to come with a continuall ſuſpition, at one inſtant dooth 
feare and hate the traitour, although he haus bene benefi- 
ctall vnto him, and haue that in himſelfe, and pꝛoued the 
f ſame, haue afterwards to take hd and warily to ſhun the 
x ligne of tradiments. 
5 — great fads are accuſtomed to be better directed 
5775 with god counſelles, then with celeritie of time: foz 
that, foꝛ the moſt parte a mature dilation, which with op⸗ 
po2tunity doth conduct fo the end,doth carry with it much 
greater p2ofite : but raſh audacitie and oner-curious ſped 
in matters, when they are not perloꝛmed in time conueni⸗ 
ent + not apt, hathcut off from many the hope to diſpatch 
any thing: fo2 that the enemy doth moze eaſily duercome 
a multifude which as vet is not in o:der, then that which 
with fewer people, but well inſtruded and oz dered, dooth 
come to giue an onſet, and to fight. 
2 726 Haut not well pꝛouided fo one warre, an d to goe a⸗ 
5 bout to take in hand another, is a great fol lp.foꝛ that 
. kheſe which hang in ballance, and are not intẽti ue, ag ainſt 
one 


one onely enempe, reaſon will that they be ouercome by 
their aduerſaries, 

D raiſe vp in time a Campe foz any place, hathdireced 
and reduced many to better foztune ; but the deſire to 
de ſome glozious act, and that doth taſte ofa valiant man: 
the ſame being not perfozmedin time, hath bzought him 
rather into flauerye t perpetual diſhonour, then made him 
glozious and honourable: fo2 that we are not to ſake al⸗ 
ter and follow the names of things, but rather are to gain 
the commodity of them: foz that the vertue of a man doth 
not ſhewe it ſelfe in thinges that are new begun, but thoſe 
Which are bzought to an ende do make him noble and fas 
mous. 

The enempe doth (hun and flce thoſe that with a great 
pꝛeparation and at one inſtant time goe to aſſault him: 
but thoſe which deſire perpetually to conſerue their bodies 
and remaine far off from the warres, are ſone ouctcome, 
and made llaues: foz that it is of great impoꝛtance in 
warfare to haue pꝛompt and readie the willes of the com- 
bat ants, and when their mindes are inclined to üght, they 
are actuſtomed to accompliſhe manpe cgregious vicezies 
andfamous thinges, but how ſmall and fewe ſocuer thoſe 
valiant men and armed with vertuesare,yet they ſurpaſſe 
the great armies ok the enemie. 
T Vole do not gaine great pꝛaiſe, that haue ouertome the 


ons do ſurpaſſe the reſt in greatnes of minde. But to thoſe 
which of their pꝛoper nature are very timerous, it would 
fall out to be a great help to them to be full of courage and 
audacitie, ſoꝛ that foz the moſt parte, all thoſe whoſe ſtates 
depend vpon ſteele and weapons, by deſpiſing perilles cou- 
ragiouſip, theꝝ haue oftentimes become vicoꝛious. 
V E maye moꝛe eaſilpe bꝛeake and kill thoſe that of 
things already done, haue carried away the vido⸗ 


rie (i peraduẽture) they are puffed vp + made pꝛoud n 
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leſſe mightye, but thoſe alſo that with leſſe pꝛeparati⸗ 729 


7 30 
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by.tyen t hole that without thind ing Tron the ſarge, be Falls 
len dawne from £52 tame: although therme with then 
enemies in time te come moe timetouſlp and denberaulp: 
fo! negligence and Lalenes d co2rupt alſo fhote thinges 
that are excellently well ozhcy 0). but trauatie accaoinpa⸗ 
mied datt cart and dingence: bath aided greatip onto mas 
ye, thong Kaztune bath bene tentrarpe hut them; 
es that tale tat with ficthe and fe. pe kate in h any 
be en es ACCU amd eltentimes id Deal 1; them⸗ 
eines zn 53 tie in Ship ſozces. bat thoſe that pꝛocæd in 
tot lane wirh care and with diligence, are accuſtoemed to 
”  ELeate mars enspſip. 
731 +; Wall bose that gre bone, the ſelſe ſamc ende of like 
data not folio" ne neither the very ſame chaunte and 
qn277;t:2 of death, asi many toings it comes to naſce, men 
are diagrams: amongſt themſelues: ſoz thoſe that are 
Cg wards and not apt fo2 the warre, hauing firit receiued 
many minries, andeinensccahentacauſe themſelues to 
be flented af the ene, accozding fo the ports that God 
bath molt oꝛ damned, then ſtuiſhe and makt an end ok their 
inte, the which for al that dught not to chaunte to woz⸗ 
the and valiant men, who with vertue and with great 
gloꝛp ought to finde the meaves to ind their liues. 


. 35 ZD woe that ve rathe do much moꝛe eaſilye obtaine the 
1 name af couragious, then thole that be politicke and 
Fzüdent, loꝛ that he that doth take vpon to perkoꝛme anye 
enterpꝛile, ouer and beſide his duetie, thꝛough the beneuo⸗ 
lence of any one, vnto whome peraduenture he ſeme to be 
a va ant z; ꝛeiſe nian,obtaines honv2;but he that pꝛudent⸗ 
p and with indgement voth auoide any perrill. neither fo; 
ail that bath well performed thoſe things accozding to his 
Deſtre, he halbe without doubt accounted tapable, though 
eithe occurrence of the thing, and ik it fall out accoꝛding to 
his minde and iudgement, it will not dme vnto the igno⸗ 
. 1 rant 
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rant that he hath done any thing ofhimſelfe, 

mMmeine thinges are ſometimes atcuſtomed to deceiue 733 

nach: {02 that euery man being moꝛtall, and it ſeming 
to curry one, to be hardly apt fo: the rach diſgraces of fo2- 
tune, it is neceſſarpe( as reaſen will that he cleerly and ma⸗ 
nifeũ ip ſee his groſencs and inſolente, and neuertheles, al⸗ 
though he will not, pet he maT nedes be ſubiec to the ne⸗ 
leſſitie of foꝛtune. 
W E mape eaũilpe fixht with thoſe that are halfe dead 

with hunger, and much ſoncr ouercome the encs 

mpe with dearth and kamine, then with weapons, nei⸗ 
ther can we caſt moꝛe ſharpe dartes, neither Worte moe 
wift arrowes againſt our aduerſaries, then thoſe of long 
abſtinence and faſting: the vhich being a diit ale that cons 
ſumeth foꝛce, it is not nouriſhed with any other meat then 
With want ofthings to eate, and the penurp of meale doth 
raſt to the ground and ruinate the foꝛce of weapons. 

Here is no Captaine ſo farre out of his right ſences, 02 735 

mple Souldiour ſo raſh, that being able to fight wit 
lecuurittie 2 aduauntage, will rather to his loſſe and perrill 
Atempt he cbaunte of battle, and that mapc wityent 
blowes oz wounds receiue victozie, will rather with blond 
put his health and (afette in doubtfull hazard. 


NY 
A. 
> 


Uerp one knovs how ſlolie and without trauaile they 
da handle their weapons, whoſe armes are conſumed 736 
with faiking, and can with great paint role themſelues: 
and be cannot verp well perfourme any thing with them 
in vatt alle, that in other exerciſes hath conſumed his foz- 
tes: and there vidoꝛy is ſpedilye obtained, where he that 
is whole dwth fight with the ficke : the firong, with the 
Weak, and the allied with labour. with him that hath ne- 
ner taſted ot an trauaiie. 25 
T is an extreame follye fo abandon with the baſe 
minde ol a woman, and to deſpiſe with a childiſh _ 737 

a 
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that which is gained with the minde of a man, and with 
the valour of a Souldier, and to giue into the hands of the 
enempe that which he hath as pet not gapned, together 
with riches not hoped foꝛ, and therefoze what hope can be 
had in them, 62 how maye we belcene that they are to be⸗ 
haue themſelues in armes, who making the p2ofeffion of 
: Souldiours, are onely made afraide with thinking vpon 
warres,and with the imagination of battailes: therefoze 
is it better to take a gloꝛious death, then to deſire to liue 
to lead a ſhamcfull and vile life, foꝛ in a ſhozt ſpace of tune 
life doth leaue vs, but ſhame doth neuer leaue vs, euen 
after death: but doth rather make our ſhame ſo much the 
longer and the greater, by how much our deaty hath beene 
85 chamefull and infamous. 
7 7 33 VV Hat ſigne of vicoz1e can we receiue moꝛe certaine, 
: then befoze the battaile to poſſe ſſe the ſpople, and to 
occuppe the enemies lodginges befoze we come to fight 
with them: and it is much better to ouercome ſeturelp by 
putting the enemp in feare then ko put in deubt, and ha⸗ 
zard his ſalet ie, with making pꝛoke experience ot armes. 
; 7 39 3 Here is nothing moꝛe lweet to him that is in calamt- 
bt tie then death: and that death is moll happie, which 
f is hoped foꝛ and deſtred, fo2 that ſhe doth not take awave 
the delights of time but doth conſume the vnpleſant fate 
or bitter and nopſome things, and as in v;oſperous things 
it is god to deſtre life, ſo in aduerſitie it is fit we call after 
breath: 
WT ts the parte and duetye of a god Citizen, that He do 
pꝛeſerue himſelfe fo2 the benefite of the Common-weal, 
and beware that he do not harme without ſome fruit, and 
he ought not to leaue off and to ſlippe any ſit ſaying 02 ac 
foz the commodity of his Countrie, yea if ino2eoner, he 
could no other wile then with his blod pꝛeſerue it. 
Hole which haue a deſire to kurniſh and to obtaine any 


thing, are accuſtomed to differ in their wozds and their 
d&ds! 
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d&ds : foꝛſomuch as they faine all thinges to obtain their 

intent, but aſter they haue ence obtained it, they do not in 

any ſoꝛte abſtaine from the fulfilling of their deſires, and 

beſides this thoſe that come after do alwaies fozce them⸗ 

ſelues to ouerpaſſe their aunteſtours in audacitie, thin⸗ 

king that the like is (mall, fo2 that bete it hath bene 

committed, they choſe that which is vnaccuſtomed, as if it 

were a thing fit and wozthy foꝛ them, becauſe it is behinde 

the opinion and exſpectation of men. 

Hoſe that hunt after and deſire the gifts of liberalitie, 7 42 

it is neceſſarye that they pꝛouide and foꝛce themſelues 

that they do not loſe the lame at the beginning: foꝛſomuch 

as ſeruitude doth alwaies giue the firſte and chefeſt mo⸗ 

leſtation. It is a iuſt thing to moue warres, becauſe they 

will not ſuſtaine the lame, but he that is once become ſub⸗ 

tect to others, and afterwardes would rebell, doth ſhewe 

himſelf rather to be a contumelious llaue, then a iouer of 

libertpe. 

| A warres it doth not onlye benefife to be ſtoze of men, b 
although they be very warlicke: but alſo it doth benefite 7 1 

the ſmall number, if amongſt them there be fo2ce : fo2 thoſe 

that be few, map eaſilp ſet themſelues in oꝛder, and maye 

eaſilpe help one another: but great armies are of greater 

trauaile to be ſet in oꝛder, and beſides that they carrpe al⸗ 

waies with them many vices ol minde, and thoſe thinges 

that are of valewe in pꝛoſperitie, thꝛough euerpe ſmall 

errour, are exſtinguiſhed, and become woꝛzth nothing. 

E Jen as it is the act of bain-gloꝛious and light men, to 3 
— become pꝛoud in pꝛoſperitie, ſo is it the acte of men of + 
vile and baſe mindes, to become afraide in errours and ads 
uerſiftes ; fo2 he that doth ſo, doth ſhewe that he hath no 
conſtancie at all, x that he is ouer - light headed, to change 
himſelle fir ſte into one parte, then into another: and that 
the ſtrong man offoztitude is he, that doth remaine firme 
and doth not change: W minde is ſober and quiet, e⸗ 

| c. uen 
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uen in thinges that be adminiſtred vnluckilp, to the intent 
he may be accounted one ſelfe perſon in all his actions,cozs 
recting errours with right counſelles. 


5 NO man at any time vnleſſe he be a vanquiſhour, dof 


chũge wars into peace: and it is a great folly to hope 
fo2 ſafetie by flꝑing, and by caſting away his armes 4 wes. 
pons wher-wtithailhe doth defend himſelfe, and doth couer 
his owne pꝛoper bodye: and thoſe do baing greateſt per⸗ 
rilles in a battaile, which are moſt afraide, foz that auda⸗ 
citie is as it were a molt ſtrong wall, 


7.46 When the Nobility gouerns a Tommon-weale, that 
4 gouernment cannat be but god, and chefelpe when 
: they gouerne by loue, and haue an eye to the common be- 
0 nefite ; fo2 that the Nobilitte being free from the occupati⸗ 
ons of Artifficers and handie-crafts, they may haue their 
mindes moze apt and turned to the management of the 
- conſeruafton of the Nate: but when contrariwiſe the Nos 
bilifpe haue their mindes blinded with ſome paſſions , oz 
co2rupted with bꝛibes: then iuſtice running into ruine, tan 
neuer be found quiet noꝛ in tranquilitpe: and ſpecialllpe, 
turning that gouernement to the damage of the people, to 
the ſhame and infamie of the Common⸗weale. 


. O pꝛepare foz warres, and at one time not fo charge 
747 Veraro, to conſtrain vnto warfare thoſe 8 would not 
f endamage, to take care of all thoſe things appertaining to 
peace and warres, and to do them befo2e the eyes of the 
enuious, of thoſe that are parttall, and thoſe that are ads 
uerſaries: is a way moze difficile, then that which a man 
would belæue. 
Lt — not a parte appertaining to a right Souldiour, to 
7 48 I runne firſt to one ſide, then to another, foꝛ vnto that caps 
* taine o2 Souldiour that hath no ſtedfaſt faith: a charge 
efimpoztancce , cannot be committed vnto his handes, 
neither 
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neither cannot be truſted with any ſtrong place: and ther⸗ 
fo:evnto men that be ſtrong and of valour, it appertap⸗ 
neth moꝛe to deſpiſe death, then to haue our life in ha⸗ 
fred; and oktentimes thoſe that be vile and baſe, arc 
fozeced either thzough the tedious tople and trauaile, to 
pꝛouide foz themſelues and fo2 their owne profit, but 
vertue dooth leaue nothing behinde vnpꝛouided and vncr⸗ 
petimented. 

N Eceſſitie and foꝛte goe oftentimes befoze reaſon, and 7 45 
14 VNchefelye in the enterpziſes of warres, in the which 
very rarelpe we can be able to determine and to aſcmble 
times, foꝛſomuch as the foztune of warres doth inſtruct 
euen thoſe that are ouercome, in the art of warrefare. 


WW Hat thing is of greater diſgrate, then to lament our 
ſelues of iniuries, and to pꝛepare our ſelues to war 750 
to our perrilles, and flying and fhunning the Judge, make 
him our enempe: foꝛ that the Judge although he be wic⸗ 
ked, neuerthelelle doth interpꝛete the Lawes, but thy e⸗ 
nimpe although be. be iuſt, doth ſeke thy death: then 
there foꝛe we ought to pleaſe the Judge, and defend our 
ſelues from our enemp: to the intent he do not moue and 5 
raiſe vp our neighbours againſt vs:: fo2 that by pleaſing 
them, they become moze benigne, and this is auopded by 
ſtanding alwfe from him. 


X Lthough valour and vertue, be accuſtomed to be 75l 
commended in warrefare: neuertheleſſe, Foztune 

bath a ſwaye and rule therein: but it is conucnient that 

pzudent men amend their faultes and. errours , and. 

in pꝛoſperitie to be modeſt, foz rude wittes become 

pꝛoude, thaough any happye ſucceſſe, as though they 

were not to fight with men: and thoſe that be weake 

thꝛaugh anpe ſiniſter chaunce, looſe all hope with⸗ 

out conſidering that the ſucceſſe of Marres doo eaſilye: 

Ce 2 change: 


„ Ä Cee eee torn. ——.—.—— AI * 
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change: he therfoze is a moſt wozthy man, that in aduer- 
ſities can manly ſuſtaine the furies of fo2zfune, and doth 
ftudpe fo amend his wants 4 faults : but he that is neglt- 
gent,doth fall offenfimes in his riſing, and running heads 
long, goes aitogiter info ruine : but if this oftentimes fall 
out where onelye vertue is, how much moze in warres : 
where the Squadꝛons are of ſundꝛye generations, their 
mindes and their willes ſundzye, the place contrarye, the 
raggednes therof difficile, and the ſpace of ground ffraite 
to fight in. in which thinges foꝛtune is of greater fozce then 
vertue. 
VV Pen a Citizen perſwading publicke benefites, dooth 
not ſhewe therein any paſlion, in applying himſelfe 
fo pꝛiuate bencfifes, he doth eaſilpe encline the mindes of 
the hearers, to all that which be deſires, but when in pers 
ſwading publick benefites it ſeemes he hath a meaning to 
pꝛocure ſome pꝛiuate commoditie, oꝛ his owne p2ofite : he 
doth not fo eaſily bow and make fauourable the mindes of 
them that hearehim. 
753 Lis amozefilthyeand infamous thing to thoſe that are 
in anpe dignitpe, to gaine with fraude and with deceite: 
then by manifeſt and open violence, foz violence by all 
reaſon pꝛocedes from the power which foztune hath 
giuen vnto ſome: but deceite, from the ſnares of an vniuſt 
minde. 
75 4 Tat wiſe Captain which with a god, vigilant and pꝛu⸗ 
dent eye, bath in conſideration the enemies erroures, 
and doth diſpoſe himſelfe to aſſault them hottelpe and cou⸗ 
ragiouſly: not in equall battaile,o2 at an appointed time, 
not with like wil, but accoꝛding as he (hall ſe his aduaun⸗ 
2 tage, he doth obtaine victoꝛie foꝛ the moſt parte. 
. 755 ] Pake my account, that that Citie which departes from 


75 


pO 


the exerciſe of buſtnes, and giues it ſelfe to idlenes, will 
ſone runne info ruine: and that thoſemen amongſt all the 


1 ſecuritie, that vſing the pzeſent lawes, 
although 
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although they were lefſe god,, without any contention, 
do gouerne their Common weale, without ſtrife and 
] N thole caſes that may endamage a Commer-wealc,it 66 
is better to remaine pꝛouided to defend them, then to ex- / )® 
ped to make pꝛouiſion when they are come: and in all 
matters of warre, it is better tofeare, then to dilpzatſe: 
fo; that feare makes wiſe men to be alwaies pꝛouided, 
and deſpiſing fo2 the moſt parte dooth bzing vs vnto thole 
ends that are neither deſired no2 belceued. 
þ Uerye well oꝛdered Common · weale, ought to pꝛocerde 7 57 

faire and eaſily to baniſh a man fo:th of his houſe, and 
to ſend him into exile: who though his vertue 02 thꝛough 
bis fauour, either with his owne oꝛ with fozraine ſtran⸗ 
gers, map be embꝛaced of his enemies, and that may moꝛe 
hurt them being baniſhed, then he could benefite, being at 
home in his owne houſe, 

Oꝛ that it is a perrillous thing fo tell the trueth vn⸗ 

to Pꝛinces, and ſpeciallye in thoſe thinges, that they 758 
are reſolutelp determined to do, eſteeming them fo2 god: 
therefoze it ſildome comes to paſſe, that they are well 
councelled, and as thep ought to be: fozaſmuch as if they 
tell the trueth, he becomes their enemy : if they flatter, he 
ay their grace: and flatterye is moze ſecure then 

eritie. | 
II the opinion and iudgements that be confrary amongſt 759 
themſelues : be not wellexamined and diſcuſſed, we can- 
not ſo eaſily make choiſe of the beſt parte, but it is conue⸗ 
nient to vſe that which is firſt repozted:but when many do 
alleadge that which enery one doth belene to be beſt, we 
maye make choice thereof, as we would do of golde that 
doth gliſter of it ſelfe; and being put to the touch, is dil⸗ 
cearned whither it be pure o2 not. . 
Ll the gaine of great enterpꝛiſes, doth conſiſt in good 
counſell, and although ſome froward hap dochaunce 
Ce3 againſt 
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againſt all counſell this comes to paſſe, foꝛ that Foꝛtune 
dooth onertome our pꝛouidence, but hee that doth take 
naughty counſell, (although it ſucceede happilp) is wozthy 
ok blame, fo2 verpe ſiidome to the deuices of euill counſel! 
doth ſucceed pꝛoſperous endes. 
& God counſellour ought neuer to hide the tructh, al⸗ 
though it turn to the pꝛeiudite of his life: foz it is bet⸗ 
fer fo2 him to loſe his life, then to kepe ſecret a god coun⸗ 
ſell: fo2 that the end of things will make manifeſt of what 
minde he was that did wiſelye giue counſell, and who did 
ſpeak things to pleaſe the Pꝛince, to flatter him: and it wil 
then kollo we, that the god counſellour will be better belo⸗ 
ned being ſo dead, then the flatterer (hall be eſt emed, that 
remaines liuing. 
1 NI Anpe chaunces in warrefare make men belcue, that 
men conſtrained of neceſſitie, pꝛocted much farther the 
their pꝛoper courage, and naturall fozce booth beare: and 
30 heerby it comes to paſſe,that many after the oner-thzowe 
-—  conftrainedio begin a new battaile, haue onerthzown the 
vanquiſpours. 
763 J Voſe which haue their life in gikte of the enempe, and 
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accuſtomed oftentimes to dye with miſerie and with 
ſhame: and contrariwiſe all thole that conſider that the 
law of death is common to all, without hauing to fighting 
combate, oz any other perrill:thep goe to encounter an ho⸗ 
nozable death: # (ſuch as thoſe haue J euer ſene, arriue to 
a godlp olde age, and during their life, alwates to manage 
honozable enterpꝛiſes, and ſuch as were ful of great pꝛaiſe 
and fame. 
2 lildom comes to paſſe that any god counſel ould not 
[generally be accepted of all: fo2 that our vnderſtanding 
being by nature giuen to ſettle and ſtape it lelfe in true 
thinges, oz that haue great apparence of trueth, it is re⸗ 
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= - quiſite that thep ſhould embzace right counſelles foz good 
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and true, 


The Quinteſence of Wit. 92 


T He ſpeach of a light and of an inconſtant perſon, is re⸗ 765 
puted vnp2ofitable and vaine who doth vnconſiderat⸗ 
ly runne here and there without any reputation o2 honoꝛ. 
Contrariwiſe when it is knowne that any one doth carry 
create reſpect to his faith: his ſpeache when he doth de⸗ 
ſire, pzaye oꝛ make requeſt, is much moꝛe woꝛth then the 
fo:ce of any other. And the ſame chanceth when he would 
cauſe any one fo returne to his obedience, he doth farre 
moze baſely obtaine his deſire with woꝛdes, then another 
with decdes, and his thꝛeatnings haue mo2e fozce then o⸗ 
ther meanes. executions and puniſhments: and he dooth 
bzing iw2th greater krute by pꝛomiſing, then any other by 
gluing, 

O man that dooth gouerne and rule others: can haue 

neither a moze godlye neither a moꝛe honourable ris / 66 
— then vertue, iuſtice, and the magnanimitie of minde: 
The which if anp one haue hauing together with the ſame 
greate numbers offr&ndes, and truſtie faithfull perlons: 
ye can not but be verpe rich. neither ſhall he want anye 
perſons that thall reioyce with him in his pꝛoſperitie, and 
who in p time of aduerſſe foztune, will conuerfſe with him, 
helpe him and luccour him. 
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| T is no doubfe but that the touetouſnes of P2inces 

Dfficers, be apte and ſufficient, to make their goodnes 3 67 

and bountie infamous. Foz that P2zinces when they 

make warres, not being able foz the moſte parte to be 

there in perlonne: of fozce they muſt put truſt in their 

Officers and Commiſſarpes of their Campe. Who belee⸗ 

uing that the Souldiours, may be dꝛiuen off and enter⸗ ee 

tapned with fayze woozdes and greate hopes: retaines 

thoſe payes which Pꝛinces do ſcnd fo the Armye to paye 

the Souldionrs. | 

N Ot onely the Common-wealcs, but allo pꝛiuate men a N 
ought of neceſlitie, by how much the moze they — 8 | 
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rich in foꝛces: by ſo much the moze to pꝛocure themſelues 


thoſe things, which at ſome time maye turne to their pꝛo⸗ 
fit, to the intent that when occaſion and need requires, they 
may haue a defence wherewithall to help themlelues. 


I 76 9 P-JSthatvc deſires to ouertome, ought not to put himſelfe 


in flight: fo2 victoꝛie is not gained with our ſhoulders 
but with our hands: + every victozte merites to be pꝛaiſed 
in euerp plate, but that which is ſhewed x ſcene in warres 
is wozthy to be celebzated and lift vp euen vnto heauen, 
fo2 that the ſame is viſible,and doth ſhine in the middeſt of 
ſomany perrilles, no leſſe then golde in the midſt of a hot 
flaming fire. 
Rom the beginning ofthe woꝛld it hath been inſtituted 
foz a lawe, that Cities taken by warres, ſhould apper⸗ 
72 to the conquerours: and beſides this, the men, the 
monep, and what thing ſoener elſe is within the Citie, to 
be a reward of the vic ozie. 
En eſterme it a great thing to gaine Empire, but 
much greater it is to kepe it after that it is gotten : 
Fa that we oftentimes ſ&,that manye thzough audacitye 
and foztune may take a Bingdome, but not maintain it: 
whilſte it is gained with much diligence and care, without 
P2udence and Temperance. 


L | 0392710800 ame doth not m anpe man 
| 772 7 $a pꝛopoꝛtion oꝛ then h ake any 


frend 02 enempe: but the god o2 euill which we reap 
of things, doth make the freends oz enemies: louing theſe 
that bzing vs god, and hating thoſe that bzing vs euill: 
neither haue men planted this lawe, neither haue we ta- 


ken it from any of our pꝛediteſſours, but nature doth teach 


it vs: and foz this riſpect, we leaue our freendes when they 
offend vs,andembzace our enemies when they do benefite 
vs: and that Citie which hath engendzed vs, we loue it 
When it doth well, and diſpꝛaiſe it when it ſhewes the con- 
trarie, and doth euill: and this falles not out by reaſon of 
the place where it is ſet; but thzough the — 0 
thzoug 
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thzongh the pꝛoffite which chaunceth to be perfourmed by 

the ſame, neither doth it chaunce only to pꝛiuate perſons, 

to haue ſuch opinion of enery oftheſe thinges, but alſo vn⸗ 

to all Cities and vnto all people. Demaunde nothing but 

that which is accoꝛding to the deuine lawes, neither do a⸗ 

ny thing out of the common tultification of men. 

Hat Captaine which dooth thinke that he can with 

1 woꝛdes, make thoſe men couragivus, which neuer 7 3 

haue ſcene the enemie in the kate: doth greatly decriue him 

ſelfe. Wherefoze in enterpziſes of tmpoztance, it is no 

wiledome to ſet an Armpe of poung and vnexpert Souldi⸗ 

ours, in the fate of a Campe of olde tryed Souldters. Foz 

although the General be moſt valtant and pꝛudent, neuer⸗ 

theles he cannot with ſecuritie ſerue his turne with thoſe 

that haue ſmall pꝛadiſe m warfare. 

59 3 He froupes and great multitudes of people, are very 

eaſie to be deteiued and perſwaded any thing. Unto 774 

whome it oftentimes chaunceth the ſame that it dwth vn- 

to the Sea: Foz euen as the Sea by his nature dwth no 

burt fo thoſe Þ vie it well: but if it be toſſed with furtous 

windes, it becomes like to the windes Wherwithall it is 

tumbled on euerp ſve, So like wiſe the multitude becomes 

like to thoſe that manage them which are their Captains 

and counſellers. 

J O me it ſemes that Nauen townes are much liker to 
Shippes then to the Land oz ſhoze: fo2 they haue in 775 

them a continuall concourſe and greate aboundaunce of 

Marchants, but that which is gathered and reaped of the 

frutes of the earth and by the woꝛke and induſtrie of Arti⸗ 

ficers, is moze ſure and doth continue longer. Foz this oc⸗ 

caſion,the auncient Empires foꝛ the moſt parte, were farre 

off from the enen, and therefoze thep did encreate and 

E Nexeamonglte Captaineshath alwayes bene an oc- 7 
taſion to ruinate — and to . eee 
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NPNioꝛ that luffring them lelues to be taryed away with pal⸗ 
ions, they vle not their connſelles foꝛ the common p2offit 
but accoꝛding to the euill diſpoſition ok their mindes, wher⸗ 


vpon it followes, that thoſe which haue giuen god toun⸗ 


ſell, be deſpiſed, and afterwardes P2taces by meanes of 


thoſe euill counſelles: finde themſelues to be depztued of 
their States. 


7 7 -£ > AI bene a Generall 02 Ambaſſadour haue Commilſſi- 


on of his Pʒince to contlude any thing, neuertheles he 


ought not to take vpon him ſo much authoꝛitie, that ther⸗ 


by their commiſſion ſhould become raſh oꝛ litentious: and 
chefly when in the managing of things there is ſome point 
that map dw hurt to the honour of his pꝛudẽte, the which 
thing the Ambaſtadour ought not to ratiſie, neither to ac⸗ 
cepte anpe thinge, befoze he haue aduertiſed his Pzince 
thereof, 

is no ſafetie foz a fret Citie, to favour any parfe,where 


778 4 Pzinces that are neighboures make warres toge⸗ 


ther. And alſo to ſtande in the midſt and kepe à meane, 
deth not bzing with it greate ſecuritie, fo: that theſe two 
P ꝛinces at the laſt maye agree togetyer to ruinate them, 
whilſte thou haſt beene neither freende to the one noꝛ to the 
other. 


| T comes to paſſe of neceſſifie, that thoſe that poſſeſſe a⸗ 


779 ny thing, ſhould be laid in waite foꝛ by many. Therfoze 


it is god that he pꝛeuent the ſnares of his enempes, to the 
intent that thoſe that do repoſe themſelues in their owne 
pꝛoper godes, ſhould not fall into thoſe daungers like vn⸗ 


to thoſe that thzough ouermuche aboundaunce do moo 
Warres. 


is comon to euerp one, but by cuſtomes and by deeds, 
The which being god, makes encry ſtranger ſeem to be his 
neighbour x familiar, but being wicked: makes euer man 
ee, to become a ſtranger. 


2 Nature 
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TN ature hath appointed it to be healthfull and neccſlary 781 
to man, that ſome ſhould be rulde and gouerned, and 
it is impolſſible that without this oꝛder, anpe thing ſhould 
perſeuere and go fozward any long time, and it is a conue⸗ 
nicut thing that one that is ruler ouer another, haue care 
auer conuenient thinges, and to comaund, but he that is 
ſubied, it appertaines vnto him to be obedient without 
any cxcuſe, and to execute diligentiye that which is com- 
maunded hin. 
fe men iniuries be done vnto a man, vet foz all that 78 
he doth not euer lye vnder: neither he that is ſuperi⸗ 
dur in power is alwaies a vanquiſhour, but the one 4 the 
other are ſubiect to humaine inſtabilities and the vncer⸗ 
taintie of Foꝛtune: and oftentimes the ends do not ſuc⸗ 
ced acc02ding to the hopes that we haue, but quite againſt 
their thoughts and imaginations. 
Hat man becomes terrible, that either is iniuried 02 
reputes himſelfe to be iniuried, and verpe many times 783 
beſides his fo:ce, he puts himſelfe into perrilles, carrying 
this minde, that either he will ouercome oz not loſc,withs 
out dꝛawing blode of the enempe: and thep ſometimes 
are vanquiſhours, and ſometimes are cuercome : and now 
equall in power, now inferiour: it falles out that ſome dye 
altogither and ſome other obtaine the vigoꝛie of Cedmus. 


VV Pen diſcoꝛdes beginne amongſt any that indeuour 
themſelues to reſiſt violence with violence, and / 89 
knowe not that reuenge cannot be made with cquitte 
and humanitie, but accozding to the appetite and licence 
which they take thzongh weapons: it comes fo paſſe that 
thep make a circuler x winding compaſſe of cails, with⸗ 
out end and it comesy there is ſucceſſmely made a reſoluti⸗ 
on of crueltie: fo2 that he pts vanquiſhour, doth abound 
in iniuries, & giues no end to his doing euil, and he that is 
diſgraced thzough the dilpleſure and wꝛath of his mizerie, 
N Dd 2 ik in 
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ite inthe beginning he be not aitogither deſtroyed, he re- 
1 maines in continuall deſire to reuenge himſeife againſt 
him that did him inturies. vntill ſuch time as he fele him⸗ 
elfe ſatiſſied in his minde: and in like ſo2te the reſt of the 
multitude, although they haue not beenc pertakers of this 
thing, neuerthelslle, thꝛough the pittie they beare to him 
that is ouercome, and thꝛough the enupe they beare to the 
vanquiſhour: fearing alſo to ſuffcr ſuch like, and hope they 
mape be able to do the ſame to him: and by this meanes 
the one halfe ofthe Citizens are moued to make ſedition, 
And the one and the other luce eds and foilowes on to euil, 
which is like to a Circulare and legitimate courſe, hauing 
this octaſton to reuenge thoſe that haue bene oppzeſſed, 
And although they are pꝛiuatelp ſet fræ, neuertheleſſe eue⸗ 
rp wap they deſtroy the Common-weale, 
1 '] Be inſtruementes of Maieſtrates and of armies is (0 
7) © joynedandlincked withhumaine imperfections, that 
— they arenot apt foz the diuinitie, as deuine wozſhips are: 
which raiſing vs from the earth, makes vs to appzoche 
nere to God himſelfe: and conſequentlye doth make vs 
moze pertakers of his vertue, then of any care of wozldipe 
matters: where-upsn doth ſp2ing and ariſe good fame, 
and aſter the ſame, that reputation which is holden in hy⸗ 
elt degree, dꝛawing the mindes of the people into a firme 
belcfe that we are eractly god, not in extcriour actions, 
but in inwarde conſcience: and beſides that inducing 
them to holde foꝛ certaine, that we cannot erre, God being 
vpon our ide: which lizewiſe is an occaſion that men re⸗ 
uerente vs with a certaine feare, not to offend bs ; becauſe 
thep will not offend together there wit hall his diuine mas 
teſtie. 
780 Hen we take in hand any voyage, the ende is, to ar- 
1 riae at that plate whither we think to goe, the midit 
oon! meane is the way by the which we fake our iournep:ſo 
in ou affaires we ought to haue befoze our eyes, two 
conſiderations, 
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conſiderations, the end, and ſecurity to arriue with ſatiſ⸗ 
facion,but when vnto theſe two, ſpede maye be iopned: 
then hatte we fally all thoſe parts that appertains to per- 
fect affaires. 
EI } the two, offenſiue warres is better then the defen- - 
cine : lo that hey doth allault, hach already thought 3 
vpon all that which is necefſarye foꝛ him, and therefoze 
be is become thoꝛo oe reſolute: but he that is affaulted, 
is taken either vnpzoutded oz pꝛouided: the vnpzouided 
perſon doth pꝛepare t defend himſelfe by fozce, and with⸗ 
ont doubt hath infinite diſaduauntages, the which if they 
tome to him thꝛough the fraud of others, he is excuſed 2 but 
if he know himſelfe to haue any might e enempe, and hath 
not fo:feene the ſame: he is woꝛthye of blame, and dooth 
merite the name of impꝛudent. He that is pꝛouided will 
likewiſe be accounted not verpe wiſe, if he haue not vſed 
all fozce and diligence, to be the firſt to iſlue and bzeak, fo; 
that although befoꝛe the chaunte do fall, it appeares that 
he is furniſhed with ſo much as is nerdefull, pet vpon the 
deede doing, great ſtoꝛe ol wants diſcouer themſelues, and 
with long pzoceding and continuance, fo2 the moſt parte 
he growes wurſſe, and to fiele defects, fo: ſomuch as he fals 
vnto the want of Taptaines, of Souldiours, of victuales, 
of artillerie, and of other ſuch like things neceſſarpe fo2 the 
ſaide defence: the which pzoceds becanſe he is not able to 
woꝛke by entire fre choice and eledion, and that he is 
conſtrained to doenery hing thzough mere neceſſitie, be⸗ 
ſides that his owne pꝛoper people do ſuffer infinitely, with 
the perrill ol their totall ruine, and with continuall feare of 
loſſe, without any hope of gaine. 
IJ Pecomnfelfofa Pzince compounded of diuers and ſuns gz 
d2y perſons, is moſt commmended; foz many haue p20s 
ried many things, and all conſiſts in experience,becauſe the 
ſabiect is humaine actions, wherein we oftentimes ſee by 
pꝛale, that that thing doth ſucceede and fall out, which by 
Ddz reaſon 
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reaſon was not loked fo2,and many men, beſides that they 
haue ſence much, haue heard many things and read mach, 
wherby thep poſſeſſe a diſcourſe of greater effect, and likes 
wiſe becauſe the affaires that are conſulfcd vpon are ma⸗ 
ns ny and ſundꝛpe, therin is to be required diuers and ſund2y 
—  tudgementes: and he that rules, hath ſo huge a Machine 
ppon his ſhoulders, that he is fozccd to haue many armes, 
to lap hand vpon to helpe him to ſuſtaine that heaupe bur⸗ 
den. 

1 He counſellour of a Pꝛʒince ought both to be quicke and 
7 89 graue, to the intent that by his onelp viuacitie, he be⸗ 
come not vaine: and thꝛough only grauitie, groſſe and ſlugs 
giche being quick he wil be vigilant, and ik graue, he wilbe 
well ſcaide in himſelfe to giue eare: and in the ac of coun⸗ 
ſelling if he be quicke, he doth diſcouer difficulties, dooth 
pearce and le into them, and doth not loſe the courage of 
bis minde, and hath recourſe to pꝛouiſion and pꝛeuention: 
and if graue, he examines and reſolues feares, perrils, and 
deter mines vpon the pꝛouiſions: and fo viuacitie makes 
him to fozeſæ, and grauitie cauſeth him to pꝛouide, and he 
5 that doth pꝛouide, will: and he that doth fozeſæ, knowes: 
1 And he that will and knowes, and is not hindzed, and ems 
peched, may pit his valour in execution: and foz that the 
quick perſon is ſubtile and ſharpe, and the graue firme and 
mature: the one doth ariſc moze by nature then by experi⸗ 
ence, and the other moze by experience then by nature: we 
map [av that ot viuacitp, comes wit, and of grauitp, iudge⸗ 
ment wherot pꝛudence is framed: and that god wape and 
maner how to vle the ſame, which is dexteritie, ſo that foz 
| the full perfection of counſell, it is neceſſarp that viuacitye 
And grauitie do concurrs therin, the one giuing to another 

5 recipꝛocall helpe. 
5750 N is made of thoſe things that remaine alwaies 
= 4 in one ſelfe foꝛme, neither of thole that do change and 
are notoꝛious, neither of thoſe which although they be dif- 
ficile, 
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ficile, neuertheleſſe there remaines and reſts not much, dut 
when any caſe doth fall out, that hath manye ſhapes and 
tullours, ſo that it may change it (clfe in ſundꝛy ſoꝛts, and 
take many foꝛmes, and that it doth impoꝛte much either 
tn apparence 02 in conſequence, 02 in the one and the o⸗ 
ther ſozte: the which thing comes often, foz that often- 
times matters do fall out, which carrpe with them ſuch 
doubts as are to be had in conſideration. 


12 N the gouernment ot a free Citie, where there is no head 7 91 
th 


at is vndoubtedlye Lo2d and aiſter:euerpe thing is 
lubiect top lawes, but in a Monarchie men are not bound 
vnto them, but all that which doth pleaſe the Monarch 
himſelfe, becomes Lawe in effed: the which he maye pers 
kozme, either by letters oꝛ by (ſubſcriptions, either by de⸗ 
crees, oꝛ by woꝛds, oꝛ by edides, o2 in ſome other ſozt: and 
euen as the father of a famulpe mape at his pleaſure alter 
the oꝛzders, that he hath conſtifuted in his honſc: So a 
Pꝛince hath ſo great authozitie oner his ſubieas as he wil 
himſelfe: and mozeoner ſo much the greater, by bow much 
the moꝛe his power is fre: and much moꝛe alſo, foz that 
the ſame doth extend oner all the pꝛincipalls of the houſes, 
the Citie being all, and the houſe parte of all, 


QInee if doth chaunce fo2 the molt parte that the people 
do taſte of extreame pouertie, and the Nobilitye of ex⸗ 
freame riches, (in a Common-weale not well oꝛdered) 
it deſtropes the foꝛme of ciuill gouernment: fozfomuch as 
thoſe that be extreame pooꝛe, vſe induſtrie, to follow craft 
and kraude, and thoſe that are very rich become pꝛoud, in⸗ 
ſolent, and inſuppoꝛtable: and finallye ſeditions do ariſe : 
the diſoꝛders of theſe extreams, pꝛocte ding ſo far foꝛ ward, 


* 


that either thoſe of baſe degre, recommend themſelues 
to great perſons which are mightye, and therefoze able 
to giue them htainges: oz great men goe about to gaine 


(hols of mean and baſe degree, tomake them partiall vito 
1 20 them 
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them with the occaſton, by finding them euill ſatiſſied, and 
by hauing the meanes to entertain them, and ſo they may 
eaſilpe ſtirre vp tumults againſt the regall power, 
4 93 T Vat Citizen that would be holden fo2 iuſt, it is neceſſa⸗ 
rie,that he knowhow fo dilribute,cucrye thing to all 
perſons, accoꝛding to their degrees and dignities, and that 
he knowe how to defend the cuſtomes and 02ders of his 
Countric, to obſerue the lawes, and to be vpꝛight in con- 
__-- - tronerfics,and ſtand firme in conuentions. 
794 IJ © amendentirely the cuſtomes of a Citie, to pꝛouide 
foz diſozders,to remedie ſcandalles, to take away abu- 
ſes, to rote ont vices,to ktepe in ſafetic the people, and to 
conduct and bꝛing them to a vertuous and happy life:as it 
is a thing of very great impoꝛtance, ſo without doubt it is 
ſo much moꝛe gloꝛious and commendable. 
5795 | ark man carries great hate to thoſe, who towardes 
: their benefactoꝛs doſhew themſelues ingratekul, ther 
foze even as it is a thing pꝛoper to authozitie, to nouriſhe 
vs with honour and pꝛaiſe, and that ſinte we are thereby 
moued and inſtamed to followe ſtudies thzongh the lwats 
nes ot gloꝛp:ſo men ot hye ſpirites, if they ſte the trauailes 
they haue taken fo other mens tommodities, oftentimes 
to be acknowledged with benigne and gratefull mindes, 
they reiopce in their hone trauails, and become plealant 
in thoſe perriiles that moſt terrifie and triumph in ðᷣ midſt 
of moſt crueltdeaths, fince that withthe'ſptvite of fame, 
they are ſo noblye and woꝛthily maintained in life, where⸗ 
foze with great fozwardnes they aduenture their bodyes 
— inticed thꝛough hope, that the fozee of bencfite 
to remaine impzinted : in the memozyvs ar mon eter⸗ 


796 „Tegen qualities that are found amongtt men, are 
confirmed either by dertue, either by long vie and ha⸗ 
bite, oꝛ by natures, carrying with the an inclination fher- 
vnto, euon from their ſwadles, oʒ bya certain artifictalnes 
men 
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men elk&ming by that meanes to be able to attain to ſome 
purpoſe oz determined inuention ; therefoze it is required 
in thoſe that ſ@ke (03 honours; that libertye and affability 
be in them by natare, not foz that it is nut god to obtcine 
the ſame vertuouſiꝑ and by election, but faz that not being 
able ſo well to make iudgement of the inward partes ot os 
thers, ſouietimes it chaunceth, that which is done by arti- 
ficiall meanes, doth make ſuch a manner ol ſho we, that it 
ſeeines, that it is like vnto vertue, wher vy it may caſily de- 
celue, but nature dothneuer deteiue. 
4 E that deſires honours: it is neceſſarie that he diſpoſe 
bunſelfe to the matter long time befoze, and indeuour 
himſeife to make cuery one his freend, but aboue all: thoſe 


and ſuche as haue courage in them. The octaſiones to obs 
taine frendes,doth alwayes ſpꝛinge and ariſe, ſo that they 
be taken in time: and the deſire to take them, ought to be 
ſo much the greater in like time, by how much moꝛe at that 
inſtant, a benefit, hob little ſoeuer it be, ſemes to haue 
great fozce to wozke great effectes e parts of beneuolence 
17 * right pꝛactiſes to ſeke to obtaine honcures, are 
thoſe which are accompliſhed and don befoze the time 
of the demaund. Fo2 that the time of paymente and debte 
being come: thoſe haue gained freendes that frond them in 
godcarnct, Foꝛſomuch as thoſe that are gotten in that 
time, that the ſeruice don vnto them, are perceued of them 
to be don fo2 a deſire to pleaſe them and not in hope of re⸗ 
warde, foꝛſomuch as pleaſures ſo nere the payment, can- 
not be gratefull: neither receiued with god conſcience, 
B ſometimes is gotten no leſſe with reue⸗ 
rence and with doing benefites, then with receiuing 
them, and chafelye of thoſe that are of greater power: 
who foz the moſte parte become freendes, when they per⸗ 
ceiue them-ſelnes to be eſteemed, and that confidence 


is ume them, with often ſeekinge ſoꝛ ſome pleaſures at 
E. e. their 


* 


he kno wes to be of a nad ſpirit, men of traine and abilitie, 
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their bandes that will not be diſcommodious oz greeuous 
28 $00 Der deſires honoures : p ought not to make pꝛa⸗ 
1 iſe fo2 the ſame himſelfe: neuertheles he ought to 
reteiue whoſoeucr doth ſpeake vnto him, with a gratefull 
minde, and retayning in himſelfe a certain modeſtie; make 
ſhowe alwayes to receiue that which is to come, rather as 
pꝛoceding of curteſie then foꝛ anꝝ other of his own merits: 
beſides this, let him make ſigne that he doth eſterme well 
1 and deerly of what help ſoeuer is offred vnto him: making 
ho we that it will be of great impoꝛtance foꝛ him, Fozſo- 
EL much as euerp one although very meane and weake by na- 
ture, makes great account of it to be eifemed a pꝛoſitable 
perſon, and therfoze that it was his due to haue had ſome 
bdbubligacion of thoſe vnto whome they haue lent the ſame, 
+E 8 ois neceſſarie that he that doth demaund and ſeeke foz 
= I honours, ſhould haue alwaies his countenance and his 
foze-head open a vncouered: and that he giue of himſelke, 
very great expectation of benignitie and curteſie, and that 
he indeuour himſelfe to know the nature, and his diſpoſitt- 
on to p2ofit that ſpeakes with reaſons,putting him tn ma⸗ 
nye hopes of his deſire: foz he that hopes, is much moze 
deatifull qdiiicent then the reſt, this humanitie of wweds 
is of moꝛe power then is able to be ſpoken: and ſuch there 
hath been, that neither defiring oꝛ knowing how to ble it, 
haue loſt godly and great occaſions, 

wy C that dooth trauaile to make others to obtaine ho⸗ 
802 nours, it is neteſſarpe that he haue god vnderſtan⸗ 
ding, and better vtterance: foꝛ he that hath naughtpe vt- 
terance is, as though he had no under kanding: Mozeouer, 
it is requiſite that he be couragious, foꝛſomuch as ſome⸗ 
times there ariſe ſuch accidents, that he that can beſt ſhew 
his fozce to foztitude, doth remaine ſuperiour, and this 
courage is neceſſarp to be accompanied, with greatnes of 
_— many b ne with excellent vertue, foꝛ⸗ 


b 
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ſomuch, as whoſoeuer is couragions without ſtay and pil- 
ler of ſome of theſe qualities, ſhall perſcuer himſcKe rather 
to be derided and fioufed, and chalt ſpoyle all, rather then 
helpe and amend the matter. eee 
þ Un as there be ſund2ye wozthte men, that thꝛough 
their good behauiour and gentle curteſies, are of efti- 805 
mation amongſt all perſons ſo there be ſome others, ſo 
ſpitefuil of nature, that they are hatedof cuerye one. The 
firſte, although befoze that time they haue not applyed 
themſelues to the negotiation of affaires, pet may thep by 
the fauour of their freends perfourme many things: and 
ſuch as theſe are to be accounted foz freends, and ſo far as 
we can, we ought to get and obtaine them, to the intent to 
ſet them a wooꝛk. The ſecond ſoꝛt alſo, are to be eſt med 
fo2 freends, but it is not good to vie them in our affaires: 
fozfomuch as we ſhall receiue by them moze harmes, then 
benefites : and that we ought to doo with ſuch dexteritie, 
that they do not perceiue that they are accounted foꝛ fach, 
fo; ſpitefull perſons alſo are full of wzath, and without 
indgement diſpoſe themſeluesto doo duerthwartlip and if 
they cannot harm vs otherwiſc,yet they will hurt vs with 
their tunges as dayly we perceiue by experience, 
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FINIS.“ 
Captaine Hichcock. 


F His ſaide Captaine Hichcock ſeruing in 
the Lowe Cuntries, Anno. 2 58 6. with 
two hundreth Souldiours: brought from 
thence with this Booke, the ſecond booke 
of Sanſoninos politick Conceites, Which shall 
be 75 to the Printing ſo ſoon as it is tranſla- 


ted out of the Italian into English. 


"= * 
_ <4 + EN. E - 3 
Bt FFF 
8 3 xs 4 a 
% * 3 Tg 8 3 
1 2 — 3 * * Wee EG > 5 Lo * 2 8 4 7 * . 
8 F 5 
. . : 
8 13 ST EH. 3 
8 ; . SIP 


7 
. 
4 * 


” 

E 

* 2 
* 


